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HEN  the  fick  languor  of  the 
faintings  gave  place  to  refledion,  I  found 
myfelf  in  my  own  bed;  whither  I  iin- 
deritood  I  had  been  conveyed  by  the  or- 
ders of  Lord  Arlington,  as  foon  as  my 
wound  was  ftaunched :  his  proved  fo 
flight  that  it  left  him  no  pretence  for 
apprehenfion.  Eagerly  I  enquired  for 
Lady  Pembroke,  when  to  my  inexpreili- 
blc  rage  and  aftoniihrnent  I  was  informed, 
that  file  had  been  turned  from*  any  door, 
whither  friendlhip  had  led  her  to  venture  a 
Vol.   III.  B  re'uiiic. 


2  T  H  E    R  E  C  E  S  S,    &c. 

repulfe.  The  immaculate  charafler  of  that 
admirable  woman  I  thought  even  Lord 
Arlington  would  have  refpefted;  but  witl>,- 
out  deigning  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  real 
circumftances  of  the  unforefeen  interview 
he  had  fo  dreadfully  interrupted,  he  by 
this  rude  implication  treated  two  of  the 
mofb  edimable  and  diflinguifhed  perfons 
in  the  kingdom  as  abettors,  if  not  con- 
trivers of  his  difhonour. — The  little  blood 
left  in  my  veins  turned  to  gall  at  the  idea. 
I  watched  an  opportunity  to  tear  away 
the  bandages  i  and  difdainfully  refigning 
myfelf  to  a  premature  fate,  endeavoured 
to  forget  the  generous  hearts  this  rafh 
aflion  would  pierce. — The  awful  God, 
whofe  juftice  I  thus  queflioned,  flill  ex- 
tended to  me  his  mercy — my  dangerous 
lituation  was  difcovered  in  time  by  my 
careful  attendants,  who,  infinitely  more 
attached  -to  me  than  to  their  Lord,  ufed 
every  means  to  prolong  the  life  he,  perhaps, 
wiflied  at  its  period. 

In  the  cruel  ftate  of  mind  which  dic- 
tated this  defperate  relblution^  it  proved 

a  me- 
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a  melancholy  advantage ;    as  the   injury 
now  fell  on  my  conflitution  only,  and  my 
intelle6ls  efcaped.     It  was  many  months 
ere   I  had  ftrength  to  crofs  a  room,  or 
fpirits  to  venture  a  queftion — during  this 
memiorable  interval  I  called  together  every 
enfeebled  power,  and  placing  my  confci- 
ence  as  umpire  between  myfelf  and  Lord 
Arlington,  fixed  and  afcertained  the  rights 
of  either.     Convicted  even   by   my  own 
heart  of  imprudence,  I  wondered  not  that 
he  conftrued  error  into  guilt ;  and  v.'hile 
thus  cool  offered  him  every  vindication 
of  my  innocence  he  could  reafonably  de- 
fire  :    but  Lord  Arlington   was  the  fiave 
of  paffion   and   caprice,    and  not  having 
firmnels  of  foul  to  form,  or  fix,  a  judg- 
ment, he  followed  through  years  with  in- 
vincible obftinacy  the  impreffion   of  the 
firft  moment. — From-  this  period  he  ever 
treated  me  as   an    artful  womah,    wliofe 
licentious  condu(fl   had    oblip-ed    him    to 
rifque  his    life    in   vain  defence   of   that 
honor   already    fullied,    and   loft  in    my 
B  2  perfon  ; 
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perfon ;  nor  did  he  affed  to  afiert  his 
iegaj  rights  from  any  other  reafon  than 
to  feparate  me  from  EfTex.  This  con- 
dudl,  and  the  mifreprefentations  of  Lady 
Efltrx,  blazed  the  fatal  incident  throughout 
the  Court,  and  fixed  a  (lain  on  my  charac- 
ter time  could  never  erafe — happily  that 
llain  reached  not  my  perfon  or  my  heart, 
and  an  injuftice  fo  aggravating  on  the 
part  of  Lord  Arlington  entitled  me  to 
forgive  the  little  error  in  myfelf  which  oc- 
cafioned  it. 

In  this  conjundture  I  once  more  turned 
my  tearful  eyes  tvery  way  around  in 
f^arch  of  a  protedor  to  interfere  between 
me  and  a  fate  alike  unmerited  and  fe- 
vere. — Alas  !  there  was  not  a  human  be- 
ing virtue  ailov/ed  me  to  call  to  my  aid  ; 
and  I  excrcifed  the  faculties  heaven  had 
fo,  unexpectedly  bleffed  me  with,  by  re- 
foiving  to  fuffer  with  patience. 

Elizabeth  Vernon  (our  old  companion), 

the  fair  and  gentle  coufin  of  Lord  EfTex, 

^'**refolved  if   poOTible  to  fee  niQ — fhe   ad- 

dreffed 
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dreflfed  Lord  Arlington,  and  demanded 
that  privilege  ;  the  favour  fhe  held  with 
the  (^een  prevented  his  denying  a  re- 
quefi:  he  granted  with  the  utmofl  re- 
lu61ance.  That  fweet  girl  bathed  me  in  the 
tears  of  innocence  and  afreclion — Cne  told 
me,  ''that  the  fear  left  his  prefence  fhould  in- 
cenfe  Lord  Arlington  to  further  brutality, 
had  induced  Eflex,  when  I  loft  my  fenfes, 
to  withdraw  from  a  fcene  which  rent  his 
very  heart — and  the  fame  reafon  ftili  oblig- 
ed him  to  remain  at  a  diftance. — That  dur- 
ing the  long  and  dire  uncertainty  attend- 
ing my  illnefs,  he  had  fcarcely  breathed — 
his  own  foul  continually  told  him  how 
pure  mine  was.  Fancy  prefented  me  to 
him  for  ever,  pale,  fpeechlefs,  expiring  ; 
my  fad  eyes  rivetted  on  his  with  a  tender- 
nefs  death  itfelf  could  not  extinguifli : 
however  guiklefs  of  my  blood,  every 
drop  which  oozed  from  my  veins  feemed 
to  congeal  on  his  heart ;  in  fine,  that  al- 
ra'oft  deified  by  my  fufferings,  and  his 
fenfe  of  them,  I  reigned  alone  in  his  af- 
fcLtions,  which  were  from  this  momenc 
B  3  con.. 
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confecrated  to  me  by  a  mofi:  convincing 
proof.     Having  ufed  the  utmoil  art  and 
diligence  to  difcover  how  Lord  Arlington 
fo  foon  became  apprifed  of  his  fecret  re- 
turn to  England,  and   a  meeting  fo  un- 
planned,  and  fudden^  as   to   interrupt   it 
almofl  immediately,  though  fuppofed   to 
be  as  far  off  as  Greenwich,  Lord  EfTex 
learnt  that  his  Mafler  of  the  Horfe,  being 
among   the   domeftics    he   brought   with 
him  to  PembroJie  Houfe,  had  quitted   it 
as  foon   as  he   alighted,  and  hailened  to 
Greenwich  in  fearch  of  a  girl  attending 
on  Lady  Efiex,  of  whom  he  was  enamor- 
ed j  through  whofc  means  her  Lady  became 
likewife  immediately  acquainted  with  his 
fecret  arrival  without  knowing  its  motive. 
That  fufpicious  woman  had  already  re- 
marked that  Lord  Arlington  was  among 
the  bridal  train,  and  in  his  hearing  pub- 
JiOied  the  return  of  her  Lord,  with  all  her 
own  injurious  furmifes — iil  fortune  for  once 
had  given  them  the  color  of  truth,  and  Lord 
Arlington  needed  no  more  than  the  hint 
to  make  him  mount  the  fwifteft  horfe  and 
2  fiy 
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fly  to  fatisfy  himfelf. — Lady  Eflex  was 
quickly  informed  of  an  incident  fhe  ought 
to  have  forefeen,  and  giving  way  to  another 
extravagance,  paffionately  conjured  every 
friend  fhe  met  to  follow,  and  prevent  the 
conflift  to  v/hich  her  Lord  now  flood  ex- 
pofed — but  when  could  friendfnip  keep 
pace  with  love  and  vengeance  ?  The 
ftraggling  mediators  arrived  only  time 
enough  to  witnefs  the  event  no  human 
povv^er  could  guard  againft.  Incenfed  be- 
yond all  bounds  at  the  condudt  of  his 
Lady,  the  rafh  EiTex  took  the  only  ilep 
wanting  to  my  ruin.  Determined  to  make 
her  fliare  the  mifery  flie  had  occafioncd, 
he  parted  with  her  at  once  and  for  ever— in 
vain  were  all  her  fubfequent  vows  of  for- 
row  and  repentance — in  vain  had  flie 
from  that  moment  indulged  hopes  of  his 
cooling  and  conciliating — his  temper, 
till  this  fatal  period,  no  lefs  yielding  than 
fiery,  now  affumed  a  cold  and  philofo- 
phic  fternnefs  ;  in  fine,  that  the  grief  and 
difappointm.ent  to  which  Lady  EfTex  re- 
figned  herfeif  would  feverely  punifh  her 
B  4  iiniufl; 
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nnjuft   fufpicions,    and    ere   long    releaifc 
lier  Lord    from   the   ill-judged    bondage   • 
he  liad  hitherto    groaned   fo   impatiently 
under."  ).ii 

The  fair  Elizabeth  thus  ended  her  re- 
cital,   which  was  fo    clear,    concife,    and 
aiieding,  that  I   could  not  avoid  taxing 
her  with  being  the  emiiTary  of  her  coiiiin;  j'i 
her  bluflies  acquitted  her,  and  befpoke  a;(i 
fecret    time    foon   explained.      She   was-ii 
fecretly    beloved   by   the    gallant    South'KO 
ampton,  that  heroic  friend  who  was  only    , 
lefs  attached  to  EiTex  than  mylelf,    and 
from  him   had   learnr  the  various   parti- 
culars public  report  could  not  apprife  her 
of. — I  held  myfelf  infinitely  indebted  to 
her  friendihip,    and   through   her   means 
fent  that   farewell   to  Lady  Pcibroke  I 
was  not  allowed  to  pronounce. 

It  had  been  but  too  obvious  thi-ough 
her  whole  recital,  that  I  was  totally  the  '■ 
vi6lim  of  calumny,  nor  could  any  human 
power  now  juftify  me. — I  had  been  found 
in  the  arms  of  Effex— the  fa6l  was  indu- 
bitable, the  true  caufe  of  that  fatal  impulfe 
not  likely  to  be  credited,  even  when  re- 

peatedo  • 
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peated.  My  youth,  my  v/ound,  and 
Hiy  paft  conduft,  blended  the  rafn  judg- 
ment of  the  many  with  compaffion,  but 
the  mcft  liberal-minded  ventured  not  to 
acquit  me.  Thofe  impaffioned  vindica- 
tions the  confcious  foul  of  Effex  offered, 
were  always  confidered  as  a  mere  point  of 
honor  in  him,  and  no  lefs  neceffary  tv3 
his  own  jufcification  than  mine  ;  they  there- 
fore only  ferved  to  (lamp  guilt  on  both — 
Oh,  misjudging  world,  how  feverely  on  the 
mod  fuperiicial  obfervation  doft  thou 
venture  to  decide  !— let  the  barbed  ar~ 
"rov/  of  misfortune  reft  in  the  bofom  it 
has  v.'ounded,  nor,  by  inhumanly  tearing 
it  out  to  dif'over  v^hence  it  came,  rack. 
the  heart  already  broken. 

Defamed,  dejeded,  and  forgotten  by 
all  but  the  generous  fifters  of  the  Sydney 
family,  I  followed,  once  more,  m_y  fate  in 
Lord  Arlington ;  and  reached  again  tiiat 
Abbey  deftined  alike  to  entomb  me  in 
■playful  childhood,  and  in  blafted  youth — - 
the  fame  imperious  will  which  had  de- 
ftroyed  me,  had  deprived  the  venerable 
manllon  of  its  fwcet,  its  foiitary  charnis — 

the 
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the  hallowed  fpot  where  once  the  ivied 
trophies  of  time  bound  up  the  defaced 
ones  of  religion,  prefented  nothing  now 
but  a  bare  and  barren  level ;  and  the 
lofty  v/oods,  which  fo  long  protected  alike 
the  living  and  the  dead,  had  wholly  given 
place  to  infant  plantations,  through  the 
thinnefs  of  v/hich  the  weary  eye  every 
where  pierced  :  I  turned  with  difguft 
from  the  defolated  fcene,  and  locking 
myfelf  up  in  the  remcteft  and  mod 
gloomy  chambers  of  the  Abbey,  fpent  my 
life  in  meditating  on  my  every  lofs. 

Lord  Arlington  now  valuing  me  only 
as  the  appendage  of  his  pride,  confoled 
himfelf  for  my  undiliembled  averfion, 
and  cared  not  v/hat  employed  me,  pro- 
vided I  was  yet  his  legal  prifoner. — 
Alas,  I  had  no  longer  refolution  to  reft 
my  hopes  on  any  objed: — to  form  any 
fubordinate  defign,  or  to  reap  any  fub- 
ordinate  pleafure.  The  poor  children 
ftill  fj.pported  by  my  bounty,  no  more 
touched  the  lute  in  my  prefence — that 
over  which  my  own  fingers  once  wandered 
with  the  wild  elegance  of  untried  youth, 

now 
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'rtbw  Lifelefs  and  imftmng,  hung  up,  an 
^&blem  of  the  difcordant  foul  of  its 
Owner.  Tafte,  genius,  and  fcience,  tliofe 
rich  cokimns  with  which  enthunaftic  fancy 
erefts  in  peaceful  minds  a  thoufand  light 
a-erial  ftrudtures,  deep  funk,  and  broken 
iii  my  heart,  prefented  to  the  mental 
'eye  a  ruin  more  terrible  than  the  nobleft 
fpeculation  ever  paufed  over. — Mifan- 
thropy,  black-vifaged  mifanthropy,  reign- 
ed there  like  a  folitary  favage,  uncon- 
fcious  of  the  value  of  thofe  treafures  his 
rude  hand  every  day  more  and  more  de- 
faced. 

I  was  roufed  one  night  with  the  infor- 
mation that  a  favourite  fervant  of  Lord  Ar- 
lington's, who  had  long  languifhed  in  a 
confumption,  now  found  himfelf  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  importunately  de- 
manded to  fpeak  with  m^e — but  ill-dif- 
pofed  at  this  feafon  even  ta  the  gentle 
offices  of  humanity",  and  convinced  that  he 
Gould  have  nothing  to  impart  I  fliould 
think  of  confequence,  I  reje(5>:ed  the  re- 
queft;  but  finding  his  Lord  was  inebri- 
ated beyond  the  power  of  comprehend- 
ing^ 
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ing  anght,  on  being  again  folicited,  I  rofe, 
and  accompanied  by  a  maid  who  loved 
me,  entered  the  fick  man's  chamber. — 
I  cad  a  harfli  and  cold  glance  round,  and 
hardly  heard  the  thanks  he  gave  me — 
having  difmilled  all  the  fervants,  except 
the  maid  I  mentioned,  I  prepared  to  liften 
to  him,  imagining  fome  matter  relative  to 
his  office  of  chief  bailiff  and  furveyor, 
alone,  could  thus  difturb  his  laft  hours. — 
''  Lady,"  faid  he,  in  the  hollow  broken 
voice  of  approaching  diffolution,  "  I  could 
not  have  departed  in  peace  had  you  not 
beftowed  this  indulgence — pardon  me,  I 
befeech  you,  for  propoling  to  my  Lord  the 
defiruction  of  thofe  ruins  that  1  have  lince 
feen  too  plainly  your  heart  was  ever  wrapt 
in — alas,  the  propofal  cofts  me  my  life, 
— Condefcend  too  to  liften  to  a  fccret 
which  continually  drags  back  my  foul 
when  ftriving  to  quit  her  dungeon — my 
crime   perhaps  brings  with  it  a  fufficient 

punifhment. In  removing  the  rubbilli 

of  the  artificial  hermit's  cell,  in  compli- 
ance v/iih  the  direclions  of  my  Lord,  I 
one  dav  faw  a  common  laborer  turn  up 

fome  thing 
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femething  which  tried  his  whole  ftrength, 
when  cafting  a  quick  and  fearful  glance 
around,    he   covered   it   with    earth.      I 
difpatched  the  men  in  hearing  to  another 
part,   and  feizing  the  arm  of  him  I  had 
watched,  I  infifted  on  feeing  what  he  had 
endeavoured  to  conceal- — it  proved  to  be 
a   fmall   iron   cheft    ftrongly   faftened — I 
agreed   with  him  to   convey  it  away  till 
the  evening,  when  he  might  rejoin  me,  and 
i\ve  would  open  it  and  divide  the  contents 
itbgether.     He  yielded  rather  to  neceffity 
-than  choice,  and  I  took  the  cafket  with 
la  purpofe  God  has  feverely   punillied — 
■>the  many  keys  intruded  to  my  care  fup- 
3!|jlied  one  which  immediately  opened  it ; 
Jcpnder  a  number  of  papers  and  trifles  of 
mo  value,  I  found  a  large  flim  in  gold, 
i^nd  a  few  jewels — as    I   knew  my  part- 
ner in  the  difcovery  had  remarked  that 
the  cheR  was  heavy ;  in  the  room  of  the 
gold  and  jewels,    I    fubftituted   an    iron 
crucifix  and  many  rufty  keys ;  then  lock- 
ing the  cafket,  waited  anxioufly  for  the 
evening.       The  poor  laborer   feeing   mc 
return;,    wiflfully   examined   my  features, 

K;r. 
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but  not  daring  to  exprefs  the  doubt  vi- 
fible  in  his  own,  expefted  in  filence  the 
deciding  hour.  I  fuffered  him  to  take 
infinite  pains  to  break  open  a  cheft  that  I 
was  confcious  would  not  repay  the  labor — 
great  was  the  poor  wretch's  difappoint- 
ment  when  he  emptied  it — I  affedted  the 
fame  chagrin ;  but  turning  over  the  pa- 
pers, I  offered  to  give  him  twenty  nobles  ; 
a  fure  proof,  had  he  reileded  a  lingle 
moment,  that  I  mull  have  wronged  him  : 
he  readily  accepted  this  propofal,  and,  at 
my  defire,  promifed  never  to  mention 
the  incident ;  then  with  much  apparent 
gratitude  departed.  Eagerly  I  replaced 
my  guilty  gains,  and  fecretly  refolved  to 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  quitting  my 
Lord  to  commence  builder  in  London  ; 
but  fear  did  not  fuffer  me  for  a  time  to 
venture  this  meafure ;  alas  !  I  have  wanted 
health  fmce  to  do  any  thing — from  this 
moment,  peace,  appetite,  and  reft  have 
iied  me — if  worn  out  with  watching,  I 
dropt  into  a  llumber,  the  idea  that  my 
treafare  was  ftolen  has  made  me  often 
flCLYt  up,  and  regardlefs  of  the  cold  fweat 

pro- 
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produced  by  the  mere  appreheiifion,  I  have 
flown  in  the  dead  of  night  to  convince 
tnyfelf  it  was  fafe — imaginary  whifpers 
have  ever,  been  near  my  bed,  and  uncertain 
forms  have  glided  through  my  chamber — 
the  dawn  of  day  never  gave  me  relief, 
every  eye  feemed  to  dive  into  my  fecret, 
and  every  hand  to  be  intent  on  impo- 
verifliing  me — in  a  word.  Lady,  to  this 
fad  moment  it  has  prematurely  brought 
me ;  for  many  months  doubtful  whether 
jl  (liould  furvive,  I  have  been  coniidering 
how  to  bellow  that  wealth  I  could  no 
longer  hope  to  enjoy — the  poor  man  I 
fo  bafely  defrauded  of  it  periiljed  a  fliort 
time  after  by  the  fall  of  a  pillar,  and 
refUtution  to  him  can  never  be  made. 
fit  carne  into  my  head  this  evening,  that 
you  were  faid  to  have  been  brought  up 
in  thefe  ruins ;  certainly  I  had  often  feen 
iyou  walk  and  weep  on  the  very  fpot  where 
this  cheft  was  found  ;  perhaps  therefore  in 
giving  it  to  you  I  only  reftore  it  to  the 
right  owner ;  accept  it.  Madam,  and  pro- 
mile  that  you  will  never  difcover  the  gift  to 

my  Lord." This  requeft  appeared  a 

needlefs 
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■needlefs   injundion,    if  the   trearure  had 
not   been   obtained   by    defiauding   Lord 
Arlington  ;  and  though  perhaps  I  iliouid 
Jiave  been  filent  tbjTough  choice,  I  tliought 
it  beneath  me  to  engage  to  be  (o  : — find- 
ing me  paufe,  he  continued,    "  fear  not 
any   ill   deiign   in   this   requeft,  Madam, 
you  will  one  day  be  glad  you  complied 
with  it,  and   for  your  own  fake  alone  is  it 
propofed;  the  hand  of  my  Lord  is  grudg- 
ing— 3^orars  bounteous  as  that  of  heaven. — 
Do  not  rob  yourfelf  of  the  means  to  be 
liberal  which  now  are  offered  to  3^ou — yet 
on  no  other  condition   than   the  vow  of 
filence  will  I  give  the  treafure  up."     A 
ftrange  defire  to  examine  the  papers  more 
than  any  I  felt  for  the  money,  made  me  at 
lad  acquiefce.    My  maid,  by  his  direction, 
drew  the  iron  cheft  from  an  obfcure  corner, 
and  emptied  it  of  both  gold,  jewels,  and 
papers,  which  ihe  and  I  divided,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  concealed  till  we  reached  my 
apartment — he  feemed.  only  tfj '  have  lived  j 
to  make  this  difcovery,  and  a  few  hours  i 
.  after  expiated  his  Cn  with  his.  life. 

Whil 
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"While  he  ftrove  to  imprefs  my  mind 
'with   the   necemty  of   concealing  the  ad- 
•Venture,    I   pondered  deeply  over  it  ;  not 
^alily   difcerning  how  I   ihouid   inteipret 
this    ftrange   ordination    of    providence  ; 
it  at  lad  occurred  to  me  that  the  treafure 
might  be  put  into  my  hands  for  the  af- 
fillance   and  comfort   of  my  flfer  : — how 
did  I  knov/  whether  ihe  v/as  not  even  then 
haftening     towards    me,    perhaps    im,po- 
j«^eriihed,   certainly  diftreffed  ?~Gh,    how 
i    confolatory  fhouid    I    find  it  to   miniiler 
to  her  exterRal  wants,  though  thofe  of  her 
licart  might  be  beyond  my  power  of  com- 
forting !     The  contempt  I   fek  for  Lord 
i^  Arlington  was  rooted  too  deep  to   admit 
L  ,of  my  thus  applying  his   fortune,  had   I 
j  .ibeen    the    unhmited    miftrefs    of    it  ;    I 
therefore   faw   a   degree   of  wifdom    and 
propriety   in    receiving    and    fecreting    a 
'    gift,   heaven  feemed  fo  ftrangely  to  put 
into   my  hands,  as  if  it  were  to  forerun 
fome  yet  unknown  incident. 

The    papers    confided    chiefly   of  the 

correfpondence  between  Mrs.  Mariow  and 

Vol.  III.  C  Father 
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Father  Anthony,  while  yet  they  were  lov- 
€TS,  as  well  as  after  the  cruel  difcovery 
which  annulled  the  nominal  union — I  peruf- 
cd  thefe  invaluable  epiftles  with  pulfations 
of  tendernefs  I  lately  thought  myfelf  in- 
capable of ;  they  recalled  me  to  life  and 
fenfibility,  and  I  gathered  fortitude  from 
thofe  who  now  were  dull  ;  I  raifed  my 
eyes  to  heaven  in  fearch  of  their  pure 
tranflated  fouls,  and  wandering  from  pla-. 
net  to  planet,  fancied  there  muft  be  one 
peculiarly  allotted  to  lovers  now  no  lon- 
ger unhappy — A  thoufand  trifles  whofc 
value  muft  ever  be  ideal  and  local,  were 
preferved  with  thefe  letters  : — cyphers, 
hail",  fonnets,  dear  perpetuators  of  thofe 
bright  hours  of  ^-outh  we  look  back  on 
with  pleafure  to  the  lateft  moment  of 
decaying  life.  I  killed  the  innocent  re- 
liques  of  fuch  an  unhappy  attachment 
with  devout  regard,  and  held  them  not 
the  leaft  part  of  my  legacy. 

Time  diffipated  the  flattering  illufion 
which  led  me  to  expect  my  fifter — my 
mind    funk    into     its    ufual    inertitude, 

and 
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and  the  acquifition  remained,  if  not  for- 
gotten, at  leaft  negledled. 

From  this  profound  ftupor  I  was  at 
laft  routed  as  by  an  earthquake — Lord 
Arhngton  in  hunting  fell  from  his  horfe, 
and  breaking  fonie  blood-veffel,  was 
.  brought  home  to  appearance  hfelefs — 
•  tonfcience  and  humanity  called  upon  me 
to  forget  miy  wrongs  ;  and  I  made  every 
effort  to  fave  him  :  for  a  time  he  appeared 
to  mend  ;  but  the  incurable  habit  of 
inebriety  he  even  at  this  period  indulged, 
defeated  both  care  and  medicine;  and 
after  enduring  a  feries  of  fufferings  which 
annihilated  my  fenfe  of  injury,  he  expired 
in  the  prime  of  his  days. 

Good  heaven  !  what  a  tranfition  did  one 
fmgle  event  make  in  my  life  ! — habituated 
to  flavery — accuflomed  to  fuppofe  Lord 
Arlington  deftined  to  fui  vive  me,  I  be- 
held this  incredible  revolution  v.-ith  mute 

furprife the  horror  of  his  fufferings  gave 

way,  when  they  ceafed,  to  the  fweet  idea 

-of  hberty — liberty  fighed  out  my  v.-eary 

j  '-heart,  ah  !  to  what  purpofe  have  I  now  ac- 

C  2  quired 
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quired  it  ?  I  beheld  myfelf  in  the  iitiiation 
of  a  criminal,  whofe  fhackles  are  flruck  off 
only  to  launch  him  into  the  immenle 
ocean  in  a  little  boat  without  a  rudder, 
oars,  or  fuftenance — where  could  I  find  a 
hope  to  reft  on  ?  alone,  in  the  vafl  uni- 
verfe,  I  turned  around  in  vain  in  iearch 
of  one  generous  hand,  whofe  aid  I  might 
receive  v\^ithout  fear  or  fliame. 

The  relation  of  Lord  Arlington  who 
fucceedcd  to  his  title  and  eftate,  was  an 
illiterate  rude  fea  oiiicer,  whom  his  iilnefs 
alone  had  detained  in  England.  He  came 
on  the  news  of  his  deceafe  ;  efcorting  the 
late  Lord's  two  fifters,  to  whom  the  per- 
fonals  were  all  devifed.  I  had  waited  only 
the  reading  of  the  will  to  quit  the  melan- 
choly manfion  I  meant  to  abjure  for  the 
future. — Gracious  heaven  !  liow  deep  was 
my  indignation  and  rage  to  find  myfelf 
mentioned  in  it  as  an  infane  wretch,  to 
whom  the  teftator  bequeathed  a  mere 
maintenance,  and  left  to  be  confined  un- 
der the  charge  of  his  lifters  in  St.  Vincent's 
Abbey,  which,  as  a  purchafe  of  his  own, 

de- 
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defcended  to  them  !  Never,  in  all  the 
trials  I  had  hitherto  experienced,  had  I 
felt  a  tranfport  like  that  this  iifage  ex- 
cited— to  extend  his  tyranny  beyond  the 
grave  ! — Mean,  execrable  wretch  !  even 
at  the  moment  that  I  was  exhaufting  the 
little  conftitiition  his  cruelty  had  left  me  in 
unwearied  attendance,  deliberately  to  con- 
demn me  to  an  imprifonment  fo  lliock- 
ing,  and  render  it  perpetual  ! — human 
nature  could  not  refift  fo  pungent  a  pang 
- — it  made  the  mifery  it  punilhed ;  and  I 
funk  into  the  dreary  gulph  once  more 
from  which  I  was  lately  emerging — my 
brain  ftill  fires  but  to  remember  it. — 
Oh,  my  fifter  !  whatever  the  infliclions 
of  your  mj'fterious  fate,  thofe  of  mine 
may  furely  difpute  the  woful  pre-emi- 
nence.' 

The  overjoyed  Eflex  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs,  as  foon  as  the  news  of  Lord  Ar- 
lington's death  reached  the  Court,  con- 
juring me  to  quit  the  melancholy  prifon 
I  had  lb  long  inhabited,  and  retire  to  a 
C  3  feat 
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feat  of  Lord  Southampton,  in  Here- 
fordiliire ;  whither  that  nobleman's  bride 
would  immediately  repair  to  meet  and  com- 
fort me.  Lady  Southampton  was  the  fair 
coufmof  Lord  EfTex  I  formerly  mentioned, 
who  by  marrying  privately  had  wholly  loft 
the  favor  of  the  Queen.  The  declining 
fhate  of  Lady  Effex's  health,  he  added, 
daily  promifed  him  that  freedom,  made 
doubly  defirable  now  I  ha^d  recovered 
mine.  It  had  always,  he  affined  me,  been, 
the  intention  of  Lady  Southamptonto  follow 
her  Lord  to  Ireland  ;  and  hebefought  me 
to  give  him  the  fweet  fatisfaftion  of  know- 
ing that  I  was  fafe  in  the  company  and 
protedion  of  his  coufin,  folemnly  pro- 
mifing  not  to  obtrude  himfelf  on  me  ere 
the  laws  of  fociety  authorized  the  avowal 
of  thofe  fentiments  which  had  fo  long 
lived  in  his  heart. 

The  relations  of  Lord  Arlington,  pof- 
feffing  by  his  will  an  abfolute  power,  inter- 
cepted and  opened  this  Letter — far  from 
pouring  the  balm  it  contained  into  my 
bleeding  heart,  they  kept  the  dear  tefti- 

mony 
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mony  of  an  unequalled  attachment  ;  and 
fent  back  the  meffenger  with  the  melan- 
choly news  of  my  infanity  and  confine- 
ment :  but  Lord  Effex  had  been  already 
duped,  and  could  not  eafily  credit  this  in- 
formation. He  deputed  Henry  Tracey, 
a  young  officer,  much  in  his  confidence, 
to  afcertain  my  real  fituation,  command- 
ing him  not  to  be  difmifled  by  any  other 
mode  of  convi6lion  than  that  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  my  prefence. — Alas  !  ere  this 
was  refolved  on,  refentment  had  again 
fired  my  bewildered  brain,  and  Lord  Ar- 
lington had  little  to  apprehend  in  allowing 
Tracey  to  enter  my  apartment.  Buried  in  a 
profound  ftupor,  I  replied  not  to  his  quef- 
tions,  but  drawing  my  mourning  veil  over 
my  eyes,  fat  like  a  felf-devoted  Perfian, 
the  voluntary  viftim  of  defpair.  The 
faithful  Tracey,  ftill  fearful  of  being  im- 
pofed  on,  infilled  on  having  my  picture, 
as  well  as  a  lock  of  my  hair,  to  prove  to  his 
Lord  that  it  was  indeed  7nyfelf  he  had  be- 
held in  this  deplorable  ftate  ;  and  hav- 
ing obtained  this  requefl,  he  departed. 

C4  But 
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But  what  became  of  Effex  when  Tr.i-'- 
cey  returned  with  this  melancholy  con- 
firmation ? — the  teftimonials  his  confidant 
had  brought  only  added  force  to  the 
eternal  pafiion  of  his  foul  ;  a  thoufand. 
times  he  made  Tracey  defcribe  the  apart- 
ment— my  drefs — my  looks — and  fome- 
times  fencying  even  that  cautious  friends, 
had  been  deceived  ;  at  others,  that  the 
wretches  in  whofe  power  I  was  left,  had,, 
for  the  ihort  period  Trace^^  was  permitted 
to  behold  me,  ftupified  my  fenfes  ;  he 
created  a  thoufand.  deluffons  to  counteradfe. 
the  fearful  impreiTion  of  the  truth. 

Diflracled  with  thefe  ideas.  Lord  Eflex- 
fet  out  for  Ireland,  invefled  with  abfolute 
powers,  and  heading  an  army  attached  to 
liim  ahke  by  gratitude  and  expectation — 
he  had  not  marched  far  ere  he  formed  the. 
bold  refolution.of  committing;  the  condu6t. 
of  the  troops  to  Lord  Southampton,  and 
turning  oif  he  haftened  to  St.  Vincent's 
Abbey,  determined  to  judge  from  his 
own  fenfes  of  the  ftate  of  mine  :  he  ar- 
rived there   at   midnight,   and  requiring 

the 
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the  unwillmg  owners   to  produce  me,   in 
a    tone    whicli    admitted    neither    denial 
or    delay,    they    conduced    him   to    my 
chamber — a  dim  lamp   alone   glimmered 
in  it,  and  clofing  my  eyes  as  the  ftronger 
lights    approached,    I    waved    m.y    hand 
in  flupid   filence  to  have  them  removed- 
The    tranfports    of    grief    and    fijrprife 
which   overcame   the   generous   Efiex   ac 
this    terrible    conviftion,    threatened    his 
own    intellects — by   fome   wonderful    or- 
dination of  providence,  my  cold  and  ap- 
parently uninformed   heart  waked   at  that 
well-known  voice — day  broke  once  m.ore 
upon  my  foul,   and  my  eyes  once  more 
•-opmed   to   behold   their    darling    objed. 
This    furpriling    effc6l    of    his    prefence. 
would    have   perfuaded   him   that   reafon 
had  never  defeited   me,  but  that  my  poor 
maids  expreffed  a  joy  at  this  unexpected 
revolution  too   unfeigned   to  be   mifcon- 
llrued  ;    they  entreated   him  to  leave  me 
timic   to   ftrengthen   my  faculties   ere    he 
again  abforbed  tliem,  and  he  confined  to 

flified 
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ftifled  exclamations,  and  filent  homage,, 
all  the  paffion  and  projeds  with  which 
his  bofom  i we] led. 

Alithea,  who  had  for  years  been  my 
favorite  attendant,  informed  him  (as  foon 
as  he  could  be  perfuaded  to  withdraw, 
and  leave  me  to  repofe)  of  the  cruel  and 
unjuft  will,  which  by  rendering  me  a 
prifoner  for  life,  had  occafioned  this 
dreadful  relapfe.  Negligent  at  all  times 
of  prudence,  and  now  perhaps  ofpropriety^ 
he  boldly  told  the  Arlington  family,  that 
he  would  perifli  ere  I  ihould  again  be 
left  in  their  power ;  and  having  planted 
fome  of  his  mod  faithflil  domeftics  to  guard 
my  chamber  door  from  every  one  but 
my  own  maids,  he  retired  to  the  apart- 
ment allotted  him,  to  meditate  on  the  mode 
of  proceeding  leaft  likely  to  endanger  my 
newly  recovered  intellects. 

Alithea  very  prudently  had  me  bled, 
and  I  funk  into  a  fweet  and  found  fleep, 
the  comfort  I  had  long  mgfl:  wanted. 
I  waked  late  the  next  morning  with  in- 

telledb 
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tclkds  entirely  clear,  though  M^eak ;  I- 
ji  remembered  I  had  feen,  or  fancied  1  had' 
ffeen  Eflex ;  Alithea  imparted  to  me  the 
I  truth,  and  feed  tears  of  joy  to  find  I  an- 
ifwered  her  rationally — I  yielded  to  her 
J  intreaties  in  delaying  till  the  afternoon  a 
i  meeting  fo  dear  and  affefting,  and  took 
'the  medicinal  cordials  and  other  nourifli- 
iment  llie  offered  me;  a  few  hours  ftrength- 
!ened  me  furprifingly,  and  I  was  at  lafi: 
(.allowed  to  receive  the  generous  lover  my 
I  foul  fo  much  defired.  While  he  poured- 
:  forth  the  mofh  ardent  vows  of  unremitting 

afFeftion,  and  furveyed,  in  tender  forrow, 
I  the  ravages  grief  and  difappointment  had-.- 
iithus  early  made  in  my  wan  countenance,  ■ 
;  and   emaciated  form,   I  beheld  with  fur- 
jprife  the  advantages  he   had  acquired  in 
Iboth    inftances  ;    his    graceful    Hovver   of 
'youth  was  fettled  into   firmer  manh(||d ; 
lliis   fair   and   florid   complexion,    furmed 
(Over  by  his  m.ilitary  exploits,  had  gained 
fftrength  without  loiing  delicacy,   and  his 
eye,  now  no  lefs  accuftomed  to  comm^and 
than   charm,   fcemed   to  employ  its  firfb'. 
I  power  on  all  the  refl  of  the  world,  v/hile. 

its 
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its  laft  was  folely  referved  for  me.  Ah 
man,  happy  man  !  hov/  fuperior  are  you  in 
the  indiils:ence  of  nature  !  bleft  with  fci- 
entific  refources,  with  boldnefs,  and  an  ac- 
,  tivity  unknown  to  more  perfecuted  woman ; 
from  your  various  difappointments  in  hfe 
ever  fpring  forth  fome  vigorous  and 
blooming  hope,  infenfibiy  ftaunching 
thofe  wounds  in  the  heart  through  which 
the  vital  powers  of  the  feebler  fex  bleed 
hclplefsly  away  ;  and  when  relenting 
fortune  grants  your  wifhes,  with  un- 
blighted  pov/ers  of  enjoyment  you  em- 
brace the  dear-bought  happinefs ;  fcarce 
confcious  of  the  cold  dew-drops  your 
cheeks  imbibe  from  thofe  of  her,  permitted 
too  late  to  participate  your  deftiny. 

It  was  fome  days  ere  I  dared  truft  my- 
felf  to  converfe  long  with  Effex,  v/ho  em- 
ployed that  fweet  interval  in  amufmg  my 
mirid  with  lighter  topics,  while  he  ar- 
ranged his  future  plans  ;  but  finding  I 
flill  appeared  calm,  he  ventured  at  lad 
to  unfold  to  me  the  mighty  defigns  which 
floated  in  his  imagination.  '*  Inexorably 
oppofing  choice  to  fate,  my  deareft  Elli- 

nor,'* 
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nor,"  faid  he,  "  never  from  the  moment  in 
which  I  firft  beheld  you,  have  I  formed  a 
proje6t  diftindl  from   yourfelf ;  this  I  am 
about  to   unfold  has    been  for  years  the 
cliild  of  my  dotage — collecl  your  fpirits, 
liflen  without  wonder,  and,  if  poflible,  ap- 
prove it  :  from  the   moment  I  knew  the 
bafe  arts  that  mud  have  been  made  ufe  of 
tofeparate  us,  I  clearly  comprehended  that 
we  fliould  never  unite  with  the  confent  of 
Ehzabeth  ;  but,  however  indebted  to  her 
partial  diilinftion,  this  was  a  point  in  which 
even   llie   could  not  controul  me ;    it  is 
not  the  pofts  or  advantages   I  derive  from 
her  favor,  on  which  m.y  foul  values  itfelf ; 
elevated  on   a  more  folid   foundation,    it  , 
has  taken  every  road  to  glory,  and  I  may 
proudly  fay,  given  a  grace  to  dotage  :  yet 
as  that  dotage,  however  unbecoming  her 
years   and   her    rank,    has   been    uniform 
and  generous,  I  have  fv/orn  to  yield  Eli- 
zabeth, to  the  latefh  mom^ent  of  her  life, 
every    homage    but   that    of    the   heart  ; 
and  facrifice  to  my  fealty  all  except  my 
happinefs. — It  is  hard  to  reconcile  duties 

and 
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and  inclinations   fo  entirely  oppofite,  yet 
1  think  you  will  ov/n  I  have  done  fo. 

To  a  blind  partiahty  for  me,  and  her 
own  egregious  felf-love,  the  Queen  ig- 
nobly facrificed  your  youth,  your  hopes, 
your  happinefs  ;  but  alas,  (he  forgot  in 
fo  doing,  that  fhe  would  only  make  them 
more  perfedlymine — without  the  leaft  con- 
fideration  for  the  hufband  (lie  had  given 
you,  a  wretch  I  could  at  any  time  look 
into  infignificance,  I  fludied  folely  how 
to  extricate  you  from  a  bondage  not 
more  infiipportable  to  you  than  myfelf.— 
Among  a  thoufand  other  projects,  I  re- 
folved  to  apprize  the  king  of  Scots  of 
your  exiftence  and  fituation,  foliciting 
from  his  fraternal  regard  a  fafe  afylum, 
and  that  peace  and  protedion  my  youth 
and  circumftances  would  not  allow  me 
to  offer  you.  I  found  means  to :  convey 
to  his  knowledge  your  whole  melan- 
choly ftory — but  how  {hall  I  declare  to 
you  his  ungenerous  conduft  ?  Fool  that 
I  was,  to  hope  the  man  who  could  tamely 
iubmit  to  the  murder  of  his  mother,  would) 
be  intcrefled  by  any  other  tye !  Far  from^ 
2  exert- 
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iexerting  himfelf  to  refcue  the  dear  un- 
iiappy  fifter  I  conjured  him  to  compaf- 
fionate,  he  affeded  to  difbclieve  the  ftory 
of  his  mother's  marriasre  with  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  ;  though  the  Countefs  of 
Shrewfbury  folemnly  afTured  me  that  he 
Jiad,  through  her  hands,  received  from  the 
Royal  Mary  the  mo^  authentic  proofs  of 
it,  as  foon  as  he  efcaped  fi-om  the  power 
of  the  Regent,  and  w^as  allowed  to  a6t  as 
an  independent  Sovereign.  Anxious  with- 
iout  doubt  to  centre  in  himfelf  every 
right  of  his  mother,  he  voluntarily  re- 
nounced all  re2;ard  for  either  her  allies 
or  her  offspring,  ignominioufly  fubmit- 
ting  to  kifs  the  hand  which  had  fliortened 

her   days. What   after   this   is   to   be 

hoped  from  the  king  of  Scots  ?  and  why 
fhould  you  facrifice  to  a  brother,  by  whom 
you  are  difowned,  thofe  bright  profpeds 
which  now  dawn  before  you  ?  Born  of  the 
firflEnglifh  Peer,  and  the  Princefs  immedi- 
ate in  fucceffion  to  the  Throne — a  native 
of  this  kingdom  ;  there  is  only  one  thing 
wanting  to  eftablilh  rights  from  whence^ 
you  may  juftly  form  the  higheft  hopes — 

authentic 
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•aiithentic  tcftimonials  of  thefe  fails  ;  and 
that  fuch  ftiil  exift,  I  have  certain  in- 
formatian — it  is  true  they  are  difperfed 
folely  among  the  Cathohc  relations  and 
friends  of  Mary,  yet  do  I  not  defpair  of 

obtaining    them. The     Englilh,   ever 

<iifpofed  to  be  jealous  of  their  national 
rio-hts,  d'.-ead  the  rcmoteft  chance  of 
their  annihilation,  and  already  turn  their 
■eyes  towards  the  family  of  Suffolk  in  pre- 
ference to  receiving  a  foreign  monarch. — 
That  unhappy  famiiy,  by  turns  the  mar- 
tyrs of  fear  and  poHcy,  has  bled  through 
fucceeding  generations,  till  reduced  wholly 
to  females  ;  among  v/hom  there  is  nc-t 
one  endued  with  courage  or  talents  t<j 
venture  a  contefl,  had  they  even  the' 
priority  of  birth  which  refts  with  you. 
Let  us  then  adopt  the  views  of  Lord  Lei- 
cefter,  v/ho  certainly  meant,  by  the  mod 
watchful  policy,  to  pave  the  v/ay  for 
your  filler's  fucceflion,  whenever  Eliza- 
beth iliould  expire.  Your  fate  is  bound 
up  Vv'ith  that  of  a  man  much  more  capable 
of  efFeding  whatever  vicvrs  he  Ihall  adopt. 

El- 
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Elizabeth  daily  totters  on  the  vero-c  of 
the  grave — dilpoled  to  hate  the  Prince 
llie  has  irretrievably  injured  in  the  perfon 
of  his  mother,  fhe  ftill  refufes  to  acknow- 
ledge the  King  of  Scots  for  her  heir ;  and 
has  fully  inVefted  me  with  every  power 
that  may  enable  me  to  profit  by  the  po- 
pularity I  have  honorably  acquired.  My 
own  birth,  though  it  does  nor  give  me  a 
lineal  claim  td  the  Crown  of  England,  is 
yet  noble  in  many  generations,  and 
princely  in  fome.  Circumftances  and  merit 
thus  entitle  me  to  match  with  you — nor 
need  youdoubtthe  fuccefsof  this  proje<5l. — 
Born  as  you  are  for  empire,  endued  with 
beauty  to  adorn,  and  majefty  to  dig- 
nify it — with  inconteftable  evidence  of 
your  birth  (which  I  will  employ  every 
art  to  procure)  I  will  boldly  prefent  to 
the  people  of  England  another  blooming 
Queen — they  will  with  joy  adopt  you; 
nor  can  the  feeble  attempts  of  the  boyifh 
Scotch  pedant  againft  an  army  won  by 
my  munificence,  endeared  to  my  com- 
mand, and  relying  on  my  valor,  affedt  a 
Vol.  III.  D  claim 
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claim  fo  fhrongly  fupported.     How  many 
inftances    does    our    own    hiftory  fupply 
where  courage   and  popularity  have  de- 
throned  m.onarchs  in    full    poffeffion    of 
every  other  advantage! — You  now  are  in- 
formed of  what  has  long  been  the  ulti- 
mate objedt  of  my  life ;  every  adion  and 
view   has   had  a  fecret   reference  to   it^ 
and  £a.r  from  idling  away  my  youth  in  the' 
various  pleafures  the  gay   court   of  Eli- 
zabeth   offered  to  her  favorite,  [I  have 
continually  ranged  the  feas,    watched  in 
camps,  difciplined  armies,  and  by  every 
poffible  means  ftudied  to  increafe  my  mili- 
tary  fame,   knowledge,    and   popularity, 
as  what  mufl:  one  day  decide  more  than 
my  own  fate.     It  is  this  that  has  made 
me  eager  to  condud  the   Irifh  war — In 
that  country  I  (hall  be  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  which  will  eafily  enable  me  to  profit 
by  the  death  of  the  Queen,  without  alarming 
lier  declining  years  with  the  appearance 
ot  cabal,  myftery,  or  rebellion.— -Boldly 
relblve  then,  my  love,  to  accompany  me 
to  Ireland,  as  the  only  place  on  earth  where 

you 
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you  can  be  entirely  fafe ;  I  will  lodge 
you  in  fome  impregnable  fortrefs  with 
Lady  Southampton ;  I  will  remain  in  the 
camp,  and  never  approach  it  but  by 
your  permiffion— I  demand  this  inftance 
of  your  confidence,  of  your  love;  and 
fwear  in  return  inviolable  honor  and  obe- 
dience— Oh  !  anfwer  me  not  rafhly,  fweet 
Ellinor — rather  recall  the  fatal  moment 
of  obftinate  prudence  which  once  before 
brought  on  both  fo  tedious  a  period  of 
fufFering,  and  remember  you  again  have 
the  power  of  deciding  my  fate  and  your 
'  own. 

Efiex  rofe  from  my  feet,  and  left  me  bu- 
ried in  the  deepeft  refleftion;  my  mind, 
;  however,  inftantaneouily  adopted  the  afpir- 
ing  projeft  he  had  prefented  to  it.   Through 
1  the  dark  and  heavy  cloud  which  had  long 
:  hung  over  my  foul,  the  fun  of  love  now 
pierced  at  once,  and  turned  it  all  to  am- 
bient gold'.-— To  mount  a  throne;  to  fliare 
it  with  the  choice  of  my  heart ;  to  give 
to  him  that  fovereignty  I  fhould  ov/e  to 
ibis  valor— I  was  aftonilhed  that  the  idea 
D  2  could 
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could  fo  long  have  efcaped  me :  yet  fnch 
a  train  of  misfortunes  had  fucceeded  my 
birth,  as  might  well  obliterate  my  fenfe  of 
its  rights.  **  Bafe  and  unworthy  fon!" 
fighedl,  "ungenerous,  cruel  brother!  why 
fliould  I  facrifice  to  thee  my  only  chance 
on  this  fide  the  grave?"  The  mean  acquis 
efcence  of  James,  under  a  blow  which  al- 
moft  nerved  my  arm  againfl  the  royal  mur- 
derer, had  already  fufficiently  fhocked  my 
feelings,  and  fhut  him  out  of  all  my  plans  ; 
alas,^  I  could  only  excufe  his  mifcondud  by 
fuppofing  that  he  was  yet  fubjeded  to  his 
mother's  enemies ,  though  even  then,  a 
generous  foul  would  refolutely  have  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  evil  it  could  not  prevent;" 
but  to  be  alfurcd  that  he  facrificed  an 
inviolable  duty,  and  every  focial  feeling, 
at  the  flirine  of  that  bloated  idol,  /e^If, 
robbed  him  of  all  claim  to  tlie  feelings, 
the  duties,  he  renounced.  The  deter- 
mined plan  of  the  generous  EfTex  had 
every  thing  in  its  favor,  nor  was  my 
concurrence  fo  neceHary  to  his  fuccefs 
as  happinefs — but  wherefore  fhould  I  he- 

fitate. 
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1  fitate,  when  not  to  unite  in  it  was  to 
i  deliver  m5^felf  up  to  an  implacable  ene- 
my ?  yet,  as  avowedly  to  depart  with  Effex, 
or  even  after  him,  would  awaken  danger- 
ous fufpicions  in  the  mind  of  Elizabeth, 
and  confirm  all  the  flanders  of  the  world; 
I  pondered  much  on  a  fmgular  idea  that 
;  arofe  in  my  mind,  by  which  both  might 
be  obviated;  indeed  the  ;(ituation  of  my 
health  would  have  fufficiently  oppofed  my 
going  with  him,  had  no  other  objection  oc- 
curred.—I  perceived  an  air  of  ftified  an- 
ger in  Effex  when  he  returned,  which  1  con- 
jured him  to  expound:—"  It  is  a  matter 
ofnoconfequence,"  faidhe,  with  his  ufual 
franknefs ;  "  fortunately  the  few  friends  I 
have  brought  with  me  are  tried  and  valiant, 
and  we  have  the  power  in  our  own  hands : 
the  wretches,  my  love,  who  furround  you, 
pretend  an  authority  from  the  Queen,  as 
well  as  from  the  late  Lord  Arlington,  for 
your  detention ;  this  will  oblige  us  to 
ufe  a  violence  I  would  rather  have  avoided; 
but  that  is  a  trifle/*  "  Oh  !  call  not  any 
thing  a  trifle  which  affefls  your  fafcty,  how  ■ 
D  c;  ever 
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ever  remotely,"  cried  I;  "  in  yielding  to 
the  bold  projedl  you  have  ventured  to  form, 
beware  I  do  not  become  its  ruin— yes,  look 
not  on  me  with  fo  marked  a  wonder;  my 
foul  accords  to,  adopts  at  once  all  your 
views.  I  will  at  lall  indulge  my  heart,  and 
thus  affiance  it  to  yours— born  to  purfue 
your  fortune,  I  will  joyfully  confent  to  par- 
take it,  fo  you,  in  return,  fwear  the  con- 
fidence will  render  you  but  more  guarded ; 
in  confidering  my  own  honor,  I  am  only 
watching  over  yours;  pledge  then  your 
word  that  you  will  not  interfere  with  my 
plan,  and  I  in  return  will  vow,  that  all  I 
henceforward  form,  fliall  have  the  fame 
tendency  with  your  own/' 

The  generous  Effex  fcarce  credited  his 
fenfes,  and  gave  with  readinefs  the  affur- 
ance  I  defired.— Refolved  to  guard  my 
filler's  prior  rights,  and  unable  to  judge 
of  the  motives  which  might  bury  her 
for  a  time  in  oblivion,  I  infilled  on  his 
fupporting  her  claim  in  preference  to 
mine,  if  ever  flie  fhould  appear  ;  and  he 
perhaps  the  more  readily  acquiefced  in 
this  requeft,  from  a  conviction  that  flie  no 

longer 
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j  longer  exlfted,  as  all  my  opinions  on  that 
j  head  appeared  to  him  entirely  vifionary. 
ft  Refufing  to  confide  in  this  dear  rafli 
lover  the  means  by  which  I  meant  to  re- 
join him,  I  obliged  him  to  alTume  an  air 
of  grief  and  defpair,  which  perfuaded  the 
Arlington  family  that  I  had  relapfed  into 
infanity.  In  the  interim  a  maid  of  mine 
had  been  feized  with  an  epidemic  fever  of 
the  mod  dangerous  kind  ;  I  impatiently 
haftened  the  departure  of  Eflex,  left  the 
cruel  malady  (liould  infeft  him,  and  con- 
jured him  to  wait  with  Lady  Southamp- 
ton at  the  port,  from  whence  the  troops 
had  already  embarked,  till  I  fhould  rejoin 
him.  The  air  of  fatisfaftion  he  perceived 
in  me  made  him  comply  againft  his  bet- 
ter judgment,  and  the  Arlington  race, 
no  lefs  overjoyed  at  his  departure  than 
my  fuppofed  relapfe,  and  fearful  of  the 
epidemic  fever,  fhut  up  thofe  who  im- 
mediately attended  on  me,  in  the  quarter 
of  the  Abbey  I  inhabited,  avoiding  it 
themfeives  as  though  the  plague  were  en- 
clofed  there. 

D4  In 
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In  this  folitude  I  executed  a  furprifing 
projed:  I  had  long  meditated  :  from  the 
moment  I  was  informed  of  the  mock 
interment  of  Lord  Leicefter,  my  mind 
had  dwelt  on  the  idea;  I  faw  it  was  only 
to  methodize  the  moll  wild  and  romantic 
plan,  and,  however  unfeafible  it  at  firft  ap- 
peared, time  might  form  and  bring  it  to  ef- 
fed: — The  treafure  of  the  furveyor  now  be- 
came atreafure  indeed ;  reflexion  convinced 
me  that  thcbequeft  originated  in  his  having 
been  the  confidant  as  well  as  witnefs  of  his 
Lord's  ungenerous  will,  and  by  thus  dif- 
pofing  of  his  own  acquifition,  he  enabled 
me  to  efcape  frorn  the  defpicable  bondage 
it  entailed  upon  me,  without  betraying  his 
truft.— The  maid,  who  alone  witnefled  the 
myfterious  legacy,  had,  by  her  inviolable 
lilence  on  fo  fmgular  an  event,  fufficiently 
proved  that  fhe  could  merit  my  whole 
confidence ;  fortunately,  fhe  was  no  lefs 
favored  by  thole  in  whofe  power  I  was 
left,  and  became  of  courfe  the  propereft, 
and  only  affiftant  I  could  fix  on:— by 
thus  turning  the  artifice  of  the  Queen 
upon  herfelf,  I  might  at  once  efcape  from 

her 
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:h.er  power,  and  that  of  the  guardians  un- 
der whofe  care  Ihe  had  placed  me;  and 
gratify  the  firft  wifli  of  Eflex  without 
.endangering  his  fafety. 
.-/.Ahthea  embraced  the  plan  vvidi  joy, 
and  engaged  her  parents,  who.  were  la- 
borers in  the  neighbourhood,  to  aid  the 
deluiion.— I  affefted  to  be  feized  with  the. 
fame  fatal  fever  as  foon  as  the  maid's' 
fymptoms  became  mortal,  and  when  flie 
fo,on. after  died,  refigned  my  bed  to  her 
eprpfe :  her  hair,  height,  complexion,  and 
age,  fo  far  agreed  with  mine  as  to  fecure 
me  from  common  obfervation,  and  dread 
of  the  contagion  faved  us  from  a  very 
ftridt  fcrutiny :  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
maid  expired  nearly  at  the  fame  time  with 
rnyfelf,  by  Alithea's  judicious  management 
her  fuppofed  body  was  to  be  delivered  to 
the  parents  of  that  faithful  domeftic ;  when 
placing  myfelf  and  treafure  in  the  homely 
cofHn,  I  was  boldly  conveyed  like  the 
Emprefs  Maud  through  the  midft  of  my 
enemies,  and  lodged  in  their  humble  cor, 
till  enough  recovered  to  purfue  the  route 
iof  Elfex, 

Alithea 
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Alithea  now  publifhed  the  news  of  my 
death  through  the  familjr,  who  heard  of  it 
with  joy;  the  unguarded  conduft  of  the 
generous  Eflex  had  fuggefted  to  them,  that 
to  have  aded  under  the  authority  of  the 
Queen,  might  one  day  be  a  very  infuffi- 
cient  vindication:— this  idea  added  fear  to 
that  hatred  they  always  entertained  for  me, 
and  with  pleafure  they  buried  both  thofe 
paffions  in  my  grave.— Having  furveyed 
my  wardrobe,  jewels,  and  papers,  without 
finding  the  leaft  deficiency,  they  prepared 
for  my  interment,  and  difcharged  my  im- 
mediate attendants;  among  them  the  fa- 
ivored  one  who  had  aided  my  fcheme,  and 
her  return  to  her  parents  reftored  peace  to 
my  bofom. 

From  the  humble  cot  of  that  honefl 
creature's  parents  do  I  clofe  this  period 
of  my  memoirs— here,  as  from  an  invi- 
fible  world,  have  I  furveyed  the  gloomy 
pageant,  with  which  the  erroneous  judg- 
ments of  thofe  from  whom  I  efcaped  have 
dignified  a  low-born  female,  and  by  plac- 
ing her  pompoufly  at  the  fide  of  Lord 
Arlington,  they  perhaps  have  blundered 

uncon- 
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jnconfcioully  on  propriety. — As  the  fable 
:rain   wound  by  my   window,    my    foul 

paufed  on  the  folemn  vanity Oh  I 

:hat  in  thy  tomb,  thou  quiet  lleeper,  iighed 
f,  may  be  interred  with  my  name  all 
the  painful  part  of  my  exiftence  !  that 
renovated  to  a  new  and  happier  being,  I 
may  emerge  again  into  a  world  which 
Hill  opens  a  flowery  path  before  me, 
with  correfted  fpirits,  unfaltering  reafon, 
and  a  temper  fuperior  to  the  iliocks  of 
misfoitune !        ■ 


The  foul,  ever  capricious  and  uncer- 
tain, fully  enjoys  only  the  pleafures  it 
makes  for  itfelf.— Often  do  I  feem  even  in 
this  ruftic  afylum,  concealed  in  the  coarfe 
garments  of  the  other  fex,  and  looking  to- 
w^ards  a  diffant  kingdom  as  my  home,  to 
have  hoards  of  hope  and  happinefs  to  build 
on,  my  youthful,  healthful  days  were  never 
blefl  with. ». 

•if        ^        '^        '<f        ^'        ^ 

My 
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My  own  fate  has  once  more  recalled  to 
my  mind  that  of  Matilda— I  have  medi- 
tated much  on  a  fifter  fo  dear — alas,  too 
certainly  Eflex  is  in  the  right,   and  there 
exiils  not  a  being  I  can  call  by  that  name. 
— Long  years  have  fucceeded  each  other, 
and  ftill  that  incomprehenfible   myftery, 
that    dreadful   filence    continues;    nor   i^ 
there  a  circumftance  but  death  that  could 
occafion    it. — Farewell    then,    oh    name 
ever  fo  pleafant  to  my  lips,    fink  deep 
into  my  heart,  and  remain  eternally  en- 
graved there — farewell,  thou  pure  fpirit  ! 
too  ethereal  for  a  world  fo  grofs,  I  will 
no  more  look  for  thee  on  its  furfacc,  I 
will  no  more  imagine  thee  beneath  it — 
no,  I  will  now  raife  my  fteadfafl;  eye  tg 
that  heaven  "  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling,"  and  in  fomc  yet  undifcoverecj 
liar  fancy  I  behold  thee !   Ah  deign,  if 
fo,  to  guide  the  uncertain  fleps  of  a  wan- 
derer, and,  if  my  cruel  fate  condud.  them 
ftill  toward  precipices,  irradiate  the  fcene, 
and  deliver  me   from  the  danger!— -My 
fpirits  are  highly  wrought,  and  a  folemnity 
too    exquifite    for    defcrjption    poCeffes 

every 


THE    RECESS,    Ic         45 

iivery  faculty — I  muft  fteep  them  all  in 
|)blivion     ere    I    recover   my    equanimi- 

ly.- 

*     *     *     *     *     *- 

Happinefs!  undefinable  good,  in  what 
111  all  I  comprife  thee  ?  no,  I  will  not 
Aippofe  it  can  be  done  in  gold,  and  yet 
liow  pure  was  the  tranfport  a  little  of  that 
vile  metal  called  into  the  care-furrowed 
countenances  of  Alithea's  venerable  pa- 
rents !  To  the  earth  which  gave,  1  have 
reftored  the  remainder ;  it  is  buried  eafl- 
ward  under  the  fpreading  chefnut  planted 
by  Edward  IV. — that  popular  tree,  pro- 
tefted  alike  from  the  caprice  of  its  owner, 
land  the  fpade  of  the  laborer,  will  hide  k 
Ifely  :  but,  oh !  if  ever  one  noble  heart 
lighs  under  its  fhade,  oppreffed  witk  the 
fting  of  penury,  may  fome  good  angel 
whilper,  ^'  you  reft  on  that  which  can 
fully  relieve  you." 

All  is  now  prepared  for  my  flight;  I 
have  refufed  the  attendance  of  Alithea ; 
'it,  will  be  well  fupplied  in  the  remem- 
'  brance 
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brance  that  llie  is  happy — indulgent  hea- 
ven has  given  to  her  parents  who  grow 
old  in  peace  and  virtue,  a  lover  who 
knows  not  falfehood  or  ambition,  and  a 
foul  juftly  grateful  for  bleffings  beyond 
all  valuation— the  faithful  creature  delays 
the  happinefs  of  him  fhe  loves  till  he  fliall " 
have  conveyed  this  broken  narrative  into 
the  hands  of  Lady  Pembroke ;  nor  do  I 
fear  to  truft  him  with  it. — Dear,  noble 
friend,  once  more  my  foul  fondly  falutes 
you ;  beftow  on  my  flight  thofe  pious 
prayers  with  which  virtue  confecrates  our 
purpofes,  and  beheve  mine  rife  ever  for 
you. 


LADY  PEMBROKE  WRITES. 

Hardly  had  I  recovered  from  the  fur. 
prife  and  grief  occafioned  by  the  publication^ 
of  this  fweet  creature's  fuppofitious  death,! 
ere  a  ruflic  demanded  permiffion  to  fee  me,i 
and  myfterioufly  delivered  the  wonderful| 
packet—- alas,  how  afFeding  did  I  find  it !' 
I  far 
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\fSLCf  however,  from  drying  up  my  tears  at 
learning  the  angel  yet  hved,  I  looked  with 
i:error  on  the  future,  left  every  following 

.iay  Ihould  multiply,  or  terribly  finifli  her 

jfiiiferies.  Ah,  dear  Matilda !  I  cannot 
igree  with  this  fair  vifionary,  who  fo  eafily 

.idopts  the  romance  of  her  lover. — Some- 

i'iiing  feems  to  aflure  me  thou  art  ftill  alive, 
tnd  fuffering;  and  for  diy  fake  I  will  pre- 
erve  thefe  melancholy  memorials ;  alas  ! 

oerhaps  it  were  more  generous  to  deftroy 

'^iihem. 

LETTER       I. 

Dated  Drogheda. 

FROM  the  fafe  Chores  of  another  king- 
iom  once  more  do  I  greet  my  friend. — 
\las  !  ill  can  we  judge  for  ourfelves,  dear 
^ady  Pembroke. 

.  Provided  with  a  fleet  horfe,  I  fet  out  to 
ollow  Eflex,  but  fcarce  had  I  travelled  a 
ingle  day,  ere  my  ihattered  conftitution 
,  no  longer  able  to  fuftain  the  leaft  toil) 
[daimed  two,  to  recover  the  fatigue  of  the 
liril.  During  my  ftay  at  the  inn,  my 
!  .  youth. 
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3^outh,  the  delicacy  of  my  perfon  and  maft- 
ners,  with  the  air  of  referve  I  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  alTume,  excited  acuriolity  my  Ubera- 
Ifty  alone  was  able  to  bound,  though  evert 
that  gave  rife  to  fufpicions  almoft  equally 
dangerous.  I  began  to  fear  that  my  fcheme 
would  wholly  fail  in  the  execution;  I 
hired,  however,  two  ruftics,  well  recom- 
mended, as  a  guide,  and  an  efcorr,  yet  in 
travelling  on  the  folitary  mountains  of 
Wales,  often  dared  not  turn  my  head 
over  my  fhoulder,  left  in  my  guards  I 
fhould  behold  my  murderers.  My  im- 
paired health  rendered  the  journey  very 
tedious ;  during  its  progrefs,  I  pafled  for 
a  poor  youth  following  the  fteps  of  my 
father,  and  far  gone  in  a  confumption — ■ 
After  immen^  fatigue,  I  arrived  at  length 
at  the  port;  where  I  underftood  with  in- 
expreffible  chagrin  that  EfTex  had  em- 
barked for  Ireland  a  week  before.— -Alas! 
a  moment's  recolledion  enabled  me  to 
account  for  this,  apparently,  (Irange  de- 
fertion  :— in  my  eagernefs  to  conceal  my 
favorite  fcheme,  I  had  forgotten  to  guard 

againfl 
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•asainfl  the  chance  of  his  beingr  inform- 
aed  of  my  fuppofed  death  ere  I  reached 
him.  On  inquiry,  I  plainly  perceived 
that  he  had  left  fpies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  St.  Vincent's  Abbey  when  he 
quitted  it,  who,  milled  by  report,  had 
haftened  after  him  with  news  of  tlie  me- 
lancholy event.  I  learnt  that  he  had  delayed 
crofTmg  from  time  to  time  without  giving 
rany  reafon  for  it,  but'on  being  roufed  by 
I'the  arrival  of  two  officers,  he  ordered  the 
^■feamen  to  be  called  in  the  dead  of  nidit. 
,and  embarked  the  moment  the  tide  fa- 
••Toured  his  departure. 

Though  this  information  left  me  only 
'Mnyfelf  to  reproach,  it  did  not  leifen  my 
K  chagrin.  I  wandered  toward  the  fliore  to 
^1  meditate  at  leifure;  it  was  ilill  littered 
nvith  foldiers  and  their  appendages  :  they 
•lAvere  indulging  with  ungoverned  licence  in 
ixirinking  and  riot. — Every  thing  I  beheld, 
lincreafed  my  fears  of  the  voyage  ;  it  uas  in- 
(I'tleed  a  tremendous  projeft,  to  embark. 
with  a  numerous  body  of  licentious  men  for 
an  unknown  country,  v/hiie  wrapt  in  myf 
J)     Vol.  III.  E  .  tcvj 


ui  -■• 
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tery  myfelf,    and  without  a  protedor.-— 
How   if  aftnated    by  curiofity,  or  a  lefs 
cxcufable  motive,  they  fhould  guefs  at  my 
fex,    and   pry   into   my   flory  ?    Perhaps 
even  the   name   of   their   general  would 
want  influence  to   guard  me.     I   turned 
woman  again,  and  trembled  at  the  bare 
idea.     While  irrefolute  in   what   manner 
to  difpofe  of  my  unfortunate  felf,  I  ob- 
ferved  a  body  of  travellers  approaching, 
and  underftood  with  joy  that  it  was  Lady 
Southampton  and  her  train,    efcorted  by 
a  chofen  troop,    for   whom  thofe  I  had 
already   feen    waited. — I   bleft    indulgent 
heaven,  which  thus  relieved  me  from  the 
cffefts  of  my  own  indifcretion,    and  de- 
manded to  fee  her— to  fee  her  was  enough, 
for  with  the  penetration  ^natural  to  her  fex, 
llie  inftantly  knew  me,  and  throwing  her 
arms  around   my   neck,    reproached   me 
with  a  g;enerous  freedom  for  havins:  re- 
tarded  her  journey,    by  obliging  her  to 
wait  in  vain  for  my  arrival  :  and  finally, 
for  {hocking  her  with  the  fiditious  flory 
of  my  death.— I  explained  to  her  my  un- 
g\iarded   condud,  and    its   motives— She 
2  afTured 
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aflured  mc  that  (he  dreaded  the  effccl;  It 
might  have  on  my  lover,  as  her  Lord  had 
not  time  to  write  more  than  that  Effex  was 
in  defpair  for  my  lofs,  nor  dared  he  ven- 
ture to  leave  him  ;  therefore  conjured  her 
to  confide  herfelf  to  the  care  of  the  offi- 
cers he  mentioned,  and  follow  with  all 
.■expedition.— This  information  doubled 
the  regret  v/hicli  had  already  feized  on 
me  ;  but  to  guard  againft  all  fufpicion 
land  inquiry,  1  refolved  to  retain  my  maf- 
'culine  habit,  and  pafs  for  one  of  Lady 
■Southampton's  pages,  till  fafely  lodged 
in  L"eland. 

.  We  arrived  here  laft  night,  and  found 
a  letter  from  Lord  Southampton,  lament- 
ing the  impoffibiiity  of  v/aiting  for  his 
Lady,  without  abandoning  Eflex  to  a  gri.ef 
which  urged  him  to  railmefs  and  defpair ; 
he  ended  wdth  conjuring  her  to  remain 
in  this  town  till  he  had  confidered  how 
(lO  difpofe  of  her  fafely. — Oh,  fortune,  for- 
tune, how  unfairly  do  v/e  accufe  thee,  Vv'hen 
folly  alone  has  led  us  into  error  i  I  am 
more  'miferable  than  it  is  poffible  to  ex- 
E  2  prcf^. 
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pre{s.  Lady  Southampton  would  fain  per- 
iuade  me  that  this  overfight  may  eventually 
prove  lucky,  as  it  will  prevent  my  again 
feeing  ElTex  ere  the  death  of  his  Lady. — 
Ah  !  what  alteration  can  her  lofs  make  in 
my  fate  ? — *'  I  tell  you,  my  watchful  friend, 
you  cannot  love  my  honor  more  than  I 
do  his  fafety — between  him  and  me  there 
is  another  bar  not  lefs  infurmountable.' — 
Did  not  my  filler's  marriage  with  a  fa- 
vorite of  Elizabeth  cofl  him  his  life  ? 
Al,as,  perhaps  hers  too  was  facrificed  ! '* — 
Over  her  myfterious  fate  a  dark  veil  early 
fell,  dipt  perhaps  in  the  blood  of  her  be- 
loved— rather -may  I  fee  my  own  veins 
opened,  than  furvive  fuch  a  calamity  ;  but 
even  at  this  moment  i:  has  perhaps  fallen 
on  me,  and  I  may  be  dying  in  Eflex  while 
yet  unconfcious  of  my  fate — oh,  what 
horrors  take  poffeffion  of  my  foul  at  the 

bare  idea  ! Lady  Southampton  has 

fcaled  her  Englilli  difpatches,  and  I  can 
only  fiy  adieu. 


L  E  T- 
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i  LETTER         IL 

Dated  Drogheda. 

BOUND  to  this  fpot,  my  generous 
I  friend,  and  dreading  all  which  pafles  be- 
\yond  it,  hardly  can  my  heart  feel  the  congia- 
itulationyoubeftow.  Environed  by  enemies, 
,  and  rendered  rafh  by  defpair,  Eiiex  now 
I  renounces  the  glorious  vifions  he  poffeffed 
my  imaginatioji  with,  and  refigns  him- 
;  felf  wholly  up  to  his  command. — Oh,  that 
;the  arrow  v/hich  ftabs  me  iliould  have 
'been  Iharpened  by  mv  own  hand  ! — Alt 
Hiere  is  alarm,  uncertainty,  and  confu- 
jiion — we  get  and  lofe  in  the  courfe  of 
<  every  day  a  paffage  to  our  friends,  nor 
fdare  we  truft  to  that  channel  aught  ot  ini- 
jportance.  Sir  Coniers  Clifford  witli  a 
tchofen  body  of  troops  was  yefterday  lur- 
irounded,  himfelf  and  half  his  men  cur 
(off  immediately — among  the  officers  was 
:a  relation  of  Lady  Southampton's  ;  flie  has 
I  been  weeping  the  whole  day  for  him. — • 
IFor  my  own  part,  confcious  that  I  have  not 
>a  tear  to  fpare  for  common  infiiftions,  I 
E  3  gather 
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gather  mine  into  my  heart,  which  feels 
ready  to  ponr  forth  a  deluge  the  moment 
one  of  my  many  fears  fliall  be  confirmed. — 
You  can  form  no  conception  of  the  wants, 
the  woes,  the  horrible  fcenes  we  witnefs. — 
Born  and  bred  in  the  arms  of  luxury  and 
profperity,  a  diflant  war  but  faintly  afFedis 
our  minds ;  but  oh,  how  tremendous- 
does  it  appear  when  once  we  are  driven 
into  its  tempeftuous  feat ! — death,  ghailiy 
death,  aiiiimes  a  bloody  variety  of  forms ; 
while  rapine,  famine,  iicknefs,  and  po- 
verty, fearfully  forerun  him. 

I  have  hitherto  thought  my  fifter's  fate 
more  confummately  wretched  than  even  my 
own,  but  how  is  every  evil  Hghtened  by 
comparifon  ! — Beloved  Matilda,  born  as 
you  were  to  woe,  you  faw  but  one  bounded 
profpeft  of  the  infinitude  the  globe  prefents 
to  us ;  the  horrors  of  this  were  unknown 
to  you-— uncomfordng  is  the  pillow  of  her 
who  lleeps  within  the  found  of  a  drum,  and 
fancies  its  every  ftroke  is  fate. — Is  this  to 
live  ?  Ah  no  !  it  is  to  be  continually 
dying. 

This 
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This  country  io  nearly  allied  to  our 
^wn,  yet  offers  to  our  view  a  kind  of  new- 
world;  divided  into  petty  flates,  inve- 
terateiy  hating  each  other,  it  knows  not 
the  benefit  of  fociety,  except  when 
neceflity  combines  the  various  parties 
againft  a  common  enemy ;  yet,  though 
neceffity  unites,  it  cannot  blend  them; 
the  leaft  celTation  of  general  danger 
awakens  all  their  narrow  partialities  and 
prejudices,  v^'hich  continually  break  out 
Mith  bloody  violence.  The  advantages 
of  commerce,  the  charms  of  litera- 
ture, all  the  graces  of  civilization, 
which  at  once  enrich  the  mind,  and  form 
^he  manners,  are  almoft  unknown  to  this 
people ;  with  a  favage  pride  they  fancy 
their  very  wants  virtue,  and  ov/e  to  their 
poverty  an  unregulated  valor,  which  often 
enables  them  to  contend  with  well-difcl- 
plined  troops,  whom  they  fometimes  de- 
feat by  mere  want  of  knowledge  ;  at  others, 
on  the  contrary,  they  obftinately  purfue 
an  unequal  conteft,  while  fpeculating 
reafon  turns  away  from  the  bloody  fcenc, 
vainly  confcious  that  their  mingled  bodies 
E  4  ftrew 
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ftrew  the  earth,  only  becaufe  no  bene- 
volent being  has  yet  deigned  to  attempt 
the  conqueft  of  their  minds. 

How  deeply  mufl  fuch  reflections  operate  \ 
upon  a  heart  bound  up  in  the  life  of  the  ac- 
complifiied  leader  !  endued  witli  but  the 
common  powers  of  humanity,  expofed  with 
the  reft,  alike  to  the  fword  and  to  the  ele-  i 
ments,  he,  even  he,  muft  one  day  perilTi ;  , 
and  while  I  weep  the  wretches  every  hour  „■• 
deprives   of  their   beloved   proteftors,    Id 
know  not  but  that  I  may  at  the  fame  moment  , 
be  added  to  the  number. — Ah,  if  defpair 
fhould  impel  Eflex, — his  natural  heroifni  • 
needs  no  fuch  incentive, — fhould  he  fall,  { 
unconfcious  of  my  yet  furviving,  to  that  fatal 
though  well  defigned  artifice  I  (liould  for  ; 
ever  impute  his  lofs,  and  die  for  having  • 
feigned  to  do  fo.  .iv,- 

A  wild  fancy  has  taken  flrange  poflef- 
fion  of  my  mind — Lady  Southampton  fays 
it  is  madnefs ;  perhaps  it  really  is  fo, 
but  1  can  think  of  nothing  elfe  :  (lie,  how- 
ever is  too  timid  to  judge — ilie  will  pafs 
her  whole  life  here  I  really  believe. 

Were 
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•Vv'ere  I  but  for  a  moment  to  behold 
iiat  expreffive  countenance, — were  I  by 

kind  of  refurredion  again  to  appear  be- 
ore  him ! 


Something  ftrangely  Impels  me — a 
hofen  troop  are  now  fetting  out. — I  fhall 
;e  fafe  under  their  protection. — Ah,  if 
lis  ungovernable  impulfe  fliould  be  but 
prefentiment  of  his  danger — never,  ne- 
er  iliould  I  forgive  myfelf  were  I  to  leave 
lim,  wounded  and  dying,  to  the  care  of 
lerfcns  comparatively  indifferent. 
!  1'^'  Argue  no  longer,  my  dear  importunate 
riend,  I  will  go,  but  depend  on  my 
.aftening  back." — Lady  Southampton. 
/ould  have  made  a  wretched  love  for 
iLiTex  ;  fhe  is  the  moft  apprehenfive  of 
/omen ;  but  flie  was  not  born  to  mate 
/ith  that  afpiring  hero. 


THE 


THE 
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ART        V. 


Silence  fo  tedious  will  make  you 
number  me  among  the  dead ;  recover 
yourfelf,  my  beloved  friend — born  to  a 
perpetual  conteft  with  ill  fortune,  I  fink 
not  even  yet  under  the  oppreffion. — I  have 
been  colle6i:ing  all  my  thoughts  to  purfue 
my  ftrange  recital,  more  ftrange  indeed 
every  day. 

In 
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In  our  way  towards  Ulfter,  we  were  in- 

eercepted  by  a    body    of  the    rebellious 

Irifli,  and  a  dcfperate  fkirmilli  enfued. — 

JHow  iliall  I  own  it,  and   call  myfelf  the 

llove   of   Elfex  ?    yet   fo   it   was  — I,  who 

had  been  fo  valiant  in  imagination,    and 

remote  from  the  field  of  aftion — I,  who 

had  in   fancy   lifted   a    fvvord    with    the 

iftrength  of  Goliah,  and  interpofed  a  fliield 

before  Effex,  heavier  perhaps  than  myfelf, 

Ihrunk  into  annihilation  at  the  bare  fight 

;of  the  confliA}  and  the  faintings  which 

'laid  me  among  the  flain,  perhaps  alone 

lifaved    me    from    being    added   to    their 

iiumber.     I    revived    in.  the    hands    of 

fome  ferocious  women,  who  in  ftripping 

,the  dead,  had  difcovered  at  one  moment 

that  I  yet  lived,  and  was  of  their  own  fex.. 

Induced  either  by  a  fentiment  of  hama- 

fnity,  or  the  hope  of  a  reward,  they  liftened 

to  my  eager   fupplications   for  life,    and 

conveyed  me  to  a  neighbouring   cabin ; 

'whither   they   fummoned    a    prieft,    who' 

opened  a  vein  in  my   arm.     On  feebly 

re- 
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reviving  once  more,  I  caft  my  eyes  round 
in  fpeechkfs  aftonifnment,  fcarce  know- 
ing v/hether  I  (houid  think  my  efcape  a 
blefling.  I  v/as  environed  by  a  fet  of 
beings  who  in  complexion  alone  bore  any 
refemblance  to  myfelf,  their  language, 
manners,  and  lives,  feeming  no  more  ana- 
logous, than  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Torrid  Zone.  I  laboured  in  vain  to  com- 
prehend them,  or  to  make  myfelf  under-  j 
flood,  and  was  in  defpair  giving  up  the| 
attempt,  when  the  prieft  already  men- ' 
tioned  came  to  my  relief.  Through  his 
means  I  informed  them  diat  the  Lord  De- 
puty would  redeem  me  at  any  ranfom, 
provided  they  fecured  me  from  danger 
and  infult.  I  iliould,  I  believe,  have  en- 
fured  my  ow^n  fafety,  had  not  the  vidto-' 
rious  party  learnt,  by  fome  ftraggler,  that 
an  Englifli  woman  of  diftinguiibed  rank 
had  been  difcovered  among  the  flain. 
They  eagerly  turned  back  to  demand  me, 
and  the  hope  of  reward  alike  influencing 
my  prefervers  to  keep  me  in  their  hands, 
a   difpute  no  lefs  fierce,    though  not  fo 

bloody^ 


;i 
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'oloody,   as  that  I    had  before  witneffed, 

i~ollowed ;  it  was  too  violent  to  be  com- 
bromifed,  and  at  length,  as  the  only  way 
i;o  prevent  murder,  both  parties  agreed  that 
i[  fiiould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  their 
General,  Tiroen  ;  or,  as  fonie  called  him, 
O'Neal.  Intreaties  or  refillance  would 
iiiave  been  equally  vain,  and  I  was  obliged 
:o  rejoice  that  they  thought  me  of  confe- 
iquence  enough  to  ad:  fo  honourably  by  me. 
i"  During;  this  interval,  one  of  the  fer- 
pp'ants  deputed  by  Lady  Southampton  im- 
mediately to  attend  on  me,  having  lin- 
gered a  few  minutes  behind  the  Englifli 
troop,  followed  to  rejoin  them  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  onfet :  the  found  of  the 
firing  reached  him  ere  he  fell  in  with 
the  fcouts,  and  clapping  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 
he  flew  back  to  the  village  we  all  had 
lately  quitted,  there  to  wait  in  fafety  the 
Invent  of  the  conteft :  at  this  place  he 
was  informed  a  band  of  rebels  had  iffued 
out  from  an  ambufcade  formed  in  the 
neighbouring  mountain :  and  while  he 
was   wavering    ^vhat    ftep    to    take,    the 

nev/s 
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news  of  my  fex  and  capture  fuddenly^i 
reached  him ;  ftruck  Math  the  idea  of 
fome  important  myftery,  as  well  from  mj 
difguife  as  the  cautions  of  his  Lady,  he 
haftened  back  to  her  with  the  fcrange  in- 
teUigence.  The  generous  but  timid  Lady 
-Southampton,  impreffed  folely  vv'ith  the 
idea  of  my  danger,  wrote,  inftantaneouily 
to  Eflex,  briefly  reciting  all  he  did  not 
know  of  my  ftory,  and  ftrongly  conjuring 
him  to  exert  his  utmoft  influence  to  pre- 
ferve  me  from  danger  or  infult. 

But  who  fhall  paint  the  feelings  of 
Eflex,  when  this  furprifing  intelligence 
iirft  reached  him  !  intelligence  which, 
in  one  moment,  .opened  all  thole  fources 
of  tendernefs  in  his  foul  grief  and  de- 
fpair  had  well  nigh  congealed.  To  think 
I  ftill  lived  would  have  been  confummate 
happinefs,  had  I  not  been  thus  unaccount- 
»ably  fnatched  away,  even  at  the  very  mo- 
ment of  my  miraculous  renovation  :  fo 
fmgular  a  complication  of  events  almoft 
deprived  him  of  his  fenfes,  and  wrought 
-impulfe  up  to  agony.     Perhaps  the  lafl: 

un- 
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untoward  incident  of  my  life  wis  necef- 
fary  to  fave  his  brain  from  partaking  the 
diftradlions  of  his  mind : — fick  at  the 
heart  of  an  incurable  forroAV — fatio-ned 
with  the  cares  of  government,  and  the 
navery  of  command,  the  news  of  my 
sxiftence  and  capture  made  him  find  in 
diftindlions  hitherto  fo  oppreiTive,  the  fole 
profpeft  of  recovering  a  tr*eafure,  which 
alone  could  give  value  to  his  future 
ilife. 

i  •  From  the  knov/ledge  acquired  in  his  mili- 
:ary  command,  EfTex  was  enabled  to  decide 
an  the  charafter  of  Tiroen — he  juftly  be- 
iiieved  it  unprincipled  and  ungovernable  ; 
now  mufl  he  tremble  then  to  recolleft  that 
my  fate  was  in  his  hands  !  In  a  conjuncture 
.0  dangerous  he  religned  himfelf  entirely 
ap  to  the  guidance  of  an  impaffioned 
heart,  and  difpatched  an  ofiicer  of  rank, 
:harging  the  arch-rebel,  by  the  blood  of 
-houfands  yet  unfpilt,  not  to  exafperate  the 
Enghfh,  and  himfelf  in  particular,  by 
maltreating  the  lady  fortune  had  tlirown 
tnto  his   power ;    for  whofe   ranfom  any 

fum 
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fum  was  tendered  her  captors  fliould  de- 
mand. 

This  rafli  and  impetuous  addrefs  had 
confequences  only  lei's  dangerous  than 
thole  it  guarded  againft.  Tiroen  unfor- 
tunately difcovered  at  once  that  he  had 
the  happineis  of  the  Lord  Deputy  in  his 
keeping ;  and  though  he  flattered  him 
from  time  to  time  with  promifes  of  noble 
treatment,  he  fecretly  determined,  no 
doubt,  that  if  he  ever  parted  with  me, 
it  fhould  be  upon  his  own  terms.  j 

It  was  not  till  feveral  of  thefe  meflages! 
had  paffed,  that  Tiroen's  curiofity  led 
him  to  pay  me  a  vilit :  the  attention  excited 
by  my  mafculine  habit  had  led  me  imme- 
diately to  requeft  one  more  fuited  to 
my  fex  ;  and  the  delicate  lituation  I  flood 
in,  obliging  me  to  conduft  myfelf  with 
the  utmoft  caution,  I  had  thought  it  pe- 
culiarly fortunate  to  efcape  the  notice  of 
the  General. 

The  continual  repetition  of  his  tedious 
Tilits,  when  once  he  had  (cqr  me  ;  the 
lavifh  fupply   of  fuch  accommodations  as 

that 
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ithat   i-avaged   country  then   afforded — an 
f  pbilinate  filence  on  the  Itate  of  my  affairs, 
iand  the  moll  vvearifome  difcuffions  of  his 
,(0\vn,    all    too   foon   convinced   me   that 
|i  neither  his  pride,  his  ambition,  or  his  fe- 
jTocity,  had  been  able  to  guard  the  heart 
(of  Tiroen    from    that    powerful    paifion 
\v/hich  invigorated  the  being  of  his   dif- 
itinguiflied  rival — I  trembled  at  recollect- 
ling   that    I  was   wholly  in    his    power — 
already  misjudged  as  the  voluntary  nul- 
.treis  of    Elfex,    unwilling    to    announce 
imyfelf,    and   unable,    had  I  done  (o,  to 
[[prove    my    right    to    diftinftion,     mine 
iwas    indeed    a    fearful    fituation.     I    was 
.not  allowed  to  hold  any   correfpondencc 
iVvkh  the  Engliih,  and   only  knew  by  the 
^watch  kept  over  me,  that  a  human  being 
ly/as  anxious  for  m.y  releafe. 
L  '.Whatever    confequences   might    enfue 
from  my  appearing  pleafed  with  the  diilinc- 
jtions  lavifned  on  me  by  Tiroen,  I  felt  eve- 
,ry  day  more  fennbly  that  I  had  no  other 
/means  of  avoiding  the  licentious  inlolence 
,of  his  officers ;  who  fancied  their  fervices 
Vol.  III.  F  (o 
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fo  important  to  the  caufe  they  had  efpoufed, 
as  to  fecure  their  condud:  from  too  flrid  a 
fcrutiny. 

Tiroen   meantime  fought  occafions  to 
break  off,  renew,  and  prolong,  the  fecret 
intercourfe  in  which  he  had  now  engaged 
with  Effex  ;  but  a  hngering  treaty  agreed 
not  with  the  fiery  impatience  of  that  un- 
fortunate hero.  His  divided  foul  no  longer 
attended  to  the  duties  of  his  command — the 
bufinefs  of  the  war  was  at  an  end — Eflex 
was  no  longer  a  cool  and  prudent  General, 
watchful  to   feize   every  advantage,   and 
harafs  the  enemy — alas,  he  was  now  only 
a  wild  and  extravagant  lover,  ready  to  fa- 
crifice  every  conlideration  to  the  recovery 
of  one  adored  individual. — Delivered  up 
to  paffion,   to  terror,  to  agony,  to   every 
torturing  excefs  of  overftrained  fenfibility,  . 
at  this  fatal  period  the  generous  Eflex  was, , 
gradually  facrificing  die  whole  renown   of 
a  life  hitherto  fo  glorious.     The  news  of  . 
Tiroen's  love  crowned  his  misfortunes;  and 
that  execrable  traitor,  determined  to  bring, 
if  polTibie,  the  Lord  Deputy  to  his  terms, 
by  various  emiflaries  had  him  informed  of  :■ 
,  2.  jplots  j 


THE    RECESS    5cc.  67 

.plots  he  never  laid  againfl  me,  and  rc- 
pulfes  he  never  fuitained  ;  always  fpeci- 
.oufly  dilowning  luch  deligns,  in  terms  cal- 
culated only  to  redouble  the  fufpicions  of 
his  rival. 

By  artifices  like  thefe  the  warlike  talents 
and  dignified  mind  of  Elfex  v/ere  kept  in 
.  abfolute  fubjeftion ;  he  no   longer  dared 
1  to  exert  the  valour  which  burned  proudly 
;at  his   heart,    but  fliiiing  every  emotion 
'i'ove  did  not  excite,  he  eagerly  engaged 
rin  a  fecret  and  dangerous   treaty. — The 
rafh    propoial   of    ElFex   to   confer   with 
I  Tiroen  from  the  oppofite  banks  of  a  rivu- 
iiet,  I  imputed .  to  the  pafTionate  defire  a 
llover  ever  has  to  judge  of  the  perfon  and 
talents  of  the  man  who  dares  to  rival  him : — 
this  interview  c-culd  not  be  kept  a  fecret — 
alas,    perhaps   it  decided   the   fortune  of 
the  Lord  Deputy.— -Misjudged  from  that 
moment  by  a  bufy  world  which  fees  only 
Ihe  furfacc  of  things,   to  timidity,  to  ava- 
rice, to  indolence,  to  ambition,  by  turns, 
las  been   afcribed  an  incident,   of  which 
;ove  had  all  the  merit  or  the  fhame. — Ah  ! 
.lad  the   erroneous  multitude    confidered 
V  F  2  but 
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but  a  moment,  furely  they  had  difcerned  a 
myftery  in  his  conduft. — What  could 
ambition,  glory,  pride,  require,  he  did 
not  poffefs  already  ?  If  to  hold  the  moll 
abfolute  fway  over  the  moft  abfolute  of 
Sovereigns  could  gratify  thofe  wiihes, 
they  were  gratified. — Rather,  ye  bufy 
Many,  learn  to  pity  than  condemn  the 
generous  frenzy  of  a  bleeding  heart  which 
boldly  facrificed  every  thing  to  an  over- 
ruling, an  irreliftible  paflion — a  paffion 
mine  muft  break  to  anfwer — and  it  will 
break. — Oh  !  my  fliook  brain,  how  wild 
it  wanders  ! 


Gay  vifions  of  a  higher,  happier 
fphere,  where  are  ye  ?  all  !  deign  to 
gild  awhile  this  gloomy  world  ! — how 
inexpreflibly  fweet  are  at  intervals  the 
trances    of    my    mind  !  care,    forrow, 

lufFering,  mortality  itfelf  is  forgotten ; 
abforpt  in  a  bright  obfcure,  every  high- 
wrought  feeling  hovers  on  the  verge 
of  a  long   eternity — fye    on    this    earthy 

cover- 
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covering,  how  it  drags  down  my  foul^  my 
foaring  foul  ! 


I  wake  from  thefe  day  dreams,  and  re- 
turn to  my  fubjeft — in  fruidefs  and  tedious 
negotiations  were  thus  confuming  thofe 
days  we  would  in  vain  recall,  thofe  impor- 
tant days  fraught  with  the  very  fate  of  the 
noblefh  of  mankind. 

The  long  delays,  the  eternal  difap- 
pointments,  exhaufted  my  patience ; 
agitated  by  a  thoufand  apprehenfions 
which  no  Icfs  concerned  my  lover  than 
myfelf,  mifery  once  more  ftruck  her  iron 
fangs  through  my  quivering  heart.  Com- 
pelled to  ftruggle  with  a  foul  juilly  con- 
fcious  of  virtue;  to  fupport  an  apparent 
tranquillity ;  to  adopt  an  artificial  cha- 
'fafter ;  to  fuffer  Tiroen  to  delude  him- 
felf  into  a  perfuaiion  that  the  tye  ber\veeii 
me  and  EfTexwas  diflionourable,  left  an  un- 
'^c'ertain  one  fhould  want  powTr  to  reftrain 
'him,  hov/  many  implicated  indignities 
did  I  patiently  endure  ! — Perfecuted  with 
F  3  his 
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his  bafe  felicitations  ;  overwhelmed  with 
bribes  as  i'plendid  as  they  were  contempt- 
ible, .  I  could  ward  off  his  expeftations . 
only  by  a  feint  my  nature  difdained.  In 
anfwer  to  his  unbounded  offers,  and  ten- 
der proteftations,  I  one  day  bade  him  re- 
member that  in  thofe  inftances  he  could  not 
furpafs  the  generous  lover  he  fought  to 
rival ;  for  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Elfex 
to  give  me  every  thing  but  his  title.— Ti- 
roen  paufed  indignantlyfor  a  moment,  and 
my  heart  exulting  in  its  artifice,  fondly 
hoped  the  fpeftres  of  his  whole  line  of  royal 
anceftors  would  fweep  before  him,  pre- 
cluding every  idea  of  a  union  fo  diihonor- 
iible.  His  whole  eftimation,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  war  depended,  I  well  knew, 
on  his  retaining  the  affeftions  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  and  how  could  he  hope  for  thofe  if 
he  difgraced  the  blood  of  the  O'Neals  ? 
He  fcarce  credited  the  boldnefs  of  idea 
which  appeared  in  this  hint  of  mine,  and 
ftruck  with  a  perfuafion  that  I  muft  be  of 
fome  fuperior  rank  to  dare  thus  to  elevate 
my  eyes  to  him,  he  once  more  attempted  to 
.    .  dive 
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dive  into  a  fecret  fo  carefully  and  ob- 
flinately  concealed.  I  was  however  on 
my  guard,  and  ilink  again  into  my  ori- 
ginal obfcurity.  Still  eager  to  poflefs 
a  woman  he  could  not  efteem,  he  at  laft 
ailiired  me  (after  having  obferved  that  an. 
engagement  to  a  lady  of  his  own  fa- 
mily alone  held  his  party  together) 
that  he  would  bind  himfeif  in  private  by 
every  tye  I  fhould  diftate.  I  unwarily  re- 
phed,  the  conduct  and  love  of  EiTex 
had  been  fo  unqueftionably  noble,  that 
nothing  but  a  fuperior  and  public  mar- 
riage could  vindicate  me  even  to  myfelf, 
in  breaking  with  him. — Tiroen's  look  and 
anfwer  made  me  fenfibie  at  once  of  the 
danger  of  this  fpeech,  and  that  in  leav- 
ing him  without  hope,  i  had  left  mv- 
felf  without  fafety.  I  felt  from  this 
moment  like  a  wretch  entirely  devot- 
ed ;  and  under  the  name  of  indifpo- 
iition  (of  which  indeed  I  had  fufHcient 
reafon  to  complain)  I  procured  from  a 
iforgeon  v/ho  bled  me,  a  quantity  of  li- 
'•^■uid  laudanum,  fome  portion  ol  which 
"^--  ^  F  4  I  pre- 
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I  pretended  to  take  every  night,  but  in  re- 
ality referved  the  whole  of  it  for  that  fatal 
one  which  fliould  confirm  my  fears. 

Such  were  the  fufferings  of  EfFex  and  , 
myfeif,  while  the  two  camps  were  in  fight  I 
of  each  other,  and  nothing  but  the  moft 
guarded  vigilance  could  prevent  the  in-  i 
cenfed  Englifli  from  coming  to  ad:ion. —  | 
1  v*-as  one  evening  alone  in  the  tent  allotted  I 
to  me  (for  Tiroen  would  never  truft  me  in  I 
liny  neighbouring  fort  or  tov/n),  which,.  •* 
fi-om  the  afcent  it  was  pitched  on,  com-  \ 
^iianded   the  whole   valley,    and   looking   ! 
>.vith  tearful  eyes  towards  the   increafing  ?. 
tires  in  the   Englifh  cam.o,  when  Tiroen  ! 
approached   me  unawares — his  complex-  i 
ion  was  fluilied  with  wine,  and  his  eyes  and 
air  fliewed  a  determination  at  which  my 
nature  flauddered  : — no  longer  regarding 
decorum    or   refpecl,    his   manners  made 
rae  in  a  moment  fenfible  that  I  had  de-  ; 
ferred  taking  my  laudanum  too  long. — An  j 
idea,  at  which  I  have  never  yet  ceafed  to  j 
wonder,  fuggefied  itfelf  to  my  mind  ;  and  '; 
while  fluduating  between  the  poliible  and 

ira-  ! 
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impoflible,  I  a  little  footlied  the  boifler- 
ous  wretch  at  whofe  profligate  vows  I 
trembled  : — intoxication  deprived  him  of 
the  guard  he  had  fo  long  kept  over  his  lips 
— -imagining  himfeif  already  poffefied  of 
the  beloved  of  Effex,  Tircen  could  not  for- 
bear vaunting  of  the  addrefs  which  fecured 
her  to  him.- — I  learnt  with  equal  horror 
and  amazement,  that  the  long  delay  my 
capture  -and  the  fubfequent  treaties  had 
"occafioned  in  the  war,  were  all  concerted 
ftrokes  of  diabolical  policy  to  ruin  the 
^ifair  fame  of  the  Lord  Deputy  ; — that 
during  thefe  fatal  treaties,  he  himfeif 
had  fent  the  mofh  indubitable  proofs 
1^0  Elizabeth  of  the  mifccnducl  of  her 
General,  and  had  every .reafon  to  fuppofe 
he  would  immediately^  be  recalled,  and 
ignominioufly  puniflied — fatlsfied  that  {lie 
could  never  feleft  another  equany  dear  to 
the  army,  on  v\'hich  every  thing  in  war 

depended. 1  turned  widi   ineffable- 

difdain    towards    the    monfter. Oh, 

that  an  eye-beam  could  have  killed  him  ! 
■ — Engrolied,    however,    by  'his    various. 

views. 
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views,  infiated  with  felf-love  and  ap--' 
plaule,  and  confiifed  with  wine,  he  faw; 
not  a  glance  \^'hic}i  would  inftantaneoully ' 
have  unfolded  my  whole  heart,  to  tlie- 
execrable,  the  ungenerous  traitor ;  un- 
worthy the  race  he  fprung  from,  and  the 
fword  he  drew. — He  continued  to  expa- 
tiate on  his  hopes  of  wholly  expelling 
the  Englilh,  and  afcending  the  throne  of 
Ireland  :  but  what  after  this  unwary  and 
black  difcovery  could  his  views  be  to  me^? 
A  thoufand  dangers  were  preffing  upon  my 
foul,  and  a  thoufand  projefts  floating  in  my 
brain:  I  had  hardly  temper  or  recoileftion 
to  metho:V-ze  any  ; — while  he  continued  to 
charm  himielf  with  the  difclofure  of  all 
his  vanity  and  :3nbition,  hatred  and  hor- 
ror nerved  my  ^.^art  with  courage  to  ex- 
ecute a  ftrange  defign,  the  defperation  of 
fuch  a  moment  alone  could  have  fuggefted. 
Convinced,  by  the  tenor  of  his  difcourfe 
and  conduct,  that  1  could  efcape  his  licen- 
tious purpofes  only  by  feigning  an  inten- 
tion of  yielding  to  them,  T  fmoothed  my 
agonized  features  into  a  fmile  which  al- 
.  .  .  moft 
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moil  ftiffened  to  a  convulfion,  and  com- 
^plained  of  thiril — a  glafs  of  water  fhood 
by,  of  which  I  drank — inclination  no  lefs 
than  gallantry,  made  him  infift  on  pledg- 
ing  ms;    but  refufmg  to    give  him  the 
water  without  wine,  I  mixed  it  wdth  an  ofE- 
cioufnefs  perllaps  buttoo  obvious,  adding 
the  whole  quantity  of  laudanum  provided 
for  myfelf.    The  hafte  and  tremor  attending 
fo  dangerous    a   tranfadlion,    might  w^ell 
have  excited  diftruft  in  him  at  any  time, 
much  more  at  fuch  a  crilis;  but- not  in  4 
(Condition  to  obferve  very  ftriftly,  and  de- 
;  lighted  with  a  condefcenfion  on  my  part 
.alike  new  and  unexpefted,  in  a  tranfport 
»of  gallantry  he  dropt  on  his  knees,  and 
uiniting  my  name  with  his  own,  cemented 
both  with  that  of  happinefs :  that  long  loft 
i  bleffing  feemed  to  tremble  back  into  my 
heart  as  he  eagerly  fwallowed  tlie  beverage. 
Sleep  had  before  hovered  over  his  eyelids; 
It  was  now  forerun  by  ftupefaftion.     The 
Hour  of  reft  arrived ;  but  the  women  who 
ufually  flept  in  the  outer  tent  came  not  near 
it — I  could  not  doubt  but  tha#  their  ab- 
fencc    was  owing  to  the  previous  orders 

given 
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giv^n   by   the  General,     and   falling   on^ 
my  knees,   entreated  him  who  armed  thq 
AfTyrian  with  courage  voluntarily  to  dar^ 
the  fituation  into  which  I  was  brought  mi- 
confenting,  to  bear  me  boldly  and  fafely, 
through  it.     A  fortitude  equal  to  the  dan- 
ger, fecmed  to  fj')ring  from  the  addrefs  and, 
the  occafion. — The  regimental  cloak  Ti- 
roen  had  thrown  off  on  entering,  ferved  to' 
cover   my   mafculine  habit,    which  I  re- 
fum.ed  with  expedition  :  it  was  a  cloak  fo 
remarkable,  and  familiar  to  every  eye  in 
the  camp,  as  almoft  to  eafure  my  fafety." 
I  overweighed  my  throbbing  temples  with , 
his  warlike  plume,  and  finally,   drawing  j 
from  his  finger  a  fignet  to  produce  if  necei-  ' 
fary,  I  boldly  grafped  his  dagger  to  de-  ■: 
cide  my  fate  fliould  I  be  difcovered,  and  I 
ilfued  forth  a  fecond  Judith.  ) 

I  had  warily  marked  the  progrefs  of  the  " 
night ;  the  lafb  watch  had  now  gone  by, 
and  the  time  was  paft  when  it  was  proba- 
ble any  officer  fhould  be  ftirring  of  note 
enough  to  addrefs  the  General.  I  had 
heard  Tiicen  fay  it  was  his  common  prac- 
tice  to   walk  the    camp    at    night,    and-| 
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\n  that  confidence  ventured  to  pafs  for 
jiim.  Scarce  had  I  gone  a  hundred 
mces  when  the  homage  of  the  centinels 
,ffured  me  that  the  counterfeit  was  un- 
iifcovered. 

With  an  agitated  heart  I  palTed  from 
me  to  another,  guided  only  by  the  dif- 
:ant  lights  (for  Tiroen  always  pitched 
.lis  camp  on  a  hill)  till  near  the  advanc- 
ed guard ;  I  then  retired  behind  a  large 
;ccnt,  and  difrobing  myfelf  of  their  Gene- 
iral's  accoutrements,  put  on  a  common 
ikat  I  had  carried  for  that  purpofe  : — what 
were  my  terrors  when  having  reached  the 
ronfines  of  the  camp,  now  doubly  watch- 
,ed,  I  prefented  the  lignet  as  a  proof  that 
II  was  fent  on  earneil  bufmefs. — The  ffuard 
hefitated,  but  after  tediouily  debating, 
,'whi-le  I  went  through  tortures,  they  judged 
,it  prudent  to  admit  a  token  which  alone 
:could  have  enabled  me  to  reach  them,  and 
II  -  was  fuffered  to  pafs. 
;  p;  I  fhot  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow  when 
'once  thefe  dreaded  limits  were  overleaped, 
ifcarce  daring  to  addrefs  my  very  foul  to 

heaven. 
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heaven,  left  one  loft  moment  fliould  im-i 
do  me. 

Whether  my  eyes  had  deceived  me  in  the 
imagined  nearnefs  of  the  Englifti  camp,  or 
my  trembling  and  unguided  feet  had  wan-t'i 
-dered  wide  of  it,  I  knew  not;  butforelyweri 
they  bliftered  ere  I  approached  its  liniits 
piercing  dirough  thickets  which  tore  aliki 
my  garments   and    my  ilefli,  with  fpirits' 
fainting  even  to  death,  I  fuddenly  heard; 
a  fcout  give  the  watch-word  in  Englifti.' 
Overjoyed  to  think  myfelf  fafe,  I  unhap- 
pily wanted  prefence  of  mind  to  pronounce 
a  fmgle  fyllable,  and  the  officious  foldier 
miftaking  me  for  a  fpy,  levelled  his  piece, 
and  inftantly  pierced  my  lide^ — My  fpirits 
were  no  longer  equal  to  contending  with 
danger,  or  with  death,  and   the  fear   of 
difcovery  being  the  prevailing  fentiment  ^ 
of  my  fex,  I  feebly   conjured  the  man, 
if  he  hoped   for  pardon,  to  bear  me  to 
the  tent  of  the  Lord  Deputy.     The  de-  ■ 
licacy    of   my     complexion   and    clothes  ^ 
had     already    furprifed    the    inadvertent  o 
foldier— he  cuickly ,  called  together  forae 

of 
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iaf  his  companions,  who  affifted  in  laying 
ime  on  a  hurdle,  and  bearing  me  toward 
)-Jie  tent  of  Eflex.  The  morning  was 
mow  broke — I  faw  the  early  beams  of  the 

un  emblazon  the  golden  ornaments  of  the 
General's  tent — fome  officers  came  out 
of  it  as  I  approached. — My  heart,  from 
.vhich  life  feemed  every  moment  ready 
:o  iflue,  made  a  courageous  effort  to 
rolled  into  itfelf  the  fcattered  prin- 
,ciples  of  a  being  I  appeared  oil  the 
v'ery  point  of  refigning.  I  fancied  ere 
Eflex  yet  fpoke,  1  heard  the  voice  fo 
lear  to  me — I  fancied  !  ah,  I  indeed /aiu 
lim  rufli  forward  on  tlie  firft  hint  ; 
3ut,  root-bound  as  it  v/ere,  he  flopped 
;oefore  he  came  to  me,  and  fent  his  very 
foul  forth  in  a  groan. — '^  Yes,  Eflex, "cried ' 
,,  extending  my  feeble  hand,  "  the  wretch 
leaven  did  not  allow  to  live  in  thy  arms,  is 
bleft  with-its  next  indulgence  in  being  per- 
mitted to  die  there." But  how  fhall  I 

lefcribe  the  tearful  tranfports,  the  touch- 
ing agonies   of  his  recovered  intellefts  ! 

funk  under  the  keen  ecftafy  of  the  mo- 
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ment,  and  long  faintlngs  fucceeded,  oc- 
cafioned  by  my  lofs  of  blood,  that  once 
more  brought  me  to  the  very  verge  of 
the  grave. 

The  amiable  Lady  Southampton  came 
at  the  inftance  of  her  coufm,  and  gave, 
by  her  prefence,  a  decorum  to  my  fitua- 
tion  it  had  long  wanted.  Every  effort 
of  art  was  exerted  to  foothe  my  broken 
fpirits,  and  ftrengthen  my  exhaufhed  frame. 
He,  who  alone  could  give  efficacy  to  mcr 
dicine,  hovered  ever  near,  and  when 
fpeech  was  interdifled,  by  affeftionate 
looks  .  fuftained  me. — Ah,  how  pleafant 
were  even  thefe  fufferings  !  how  delight- 
ful v/as  it  to  colleft  back  into  my  heart 
thofe  gentle  impulfes  war  and  terror  had 
driven  from  their  home ! — to  affiance 
my  foul  in  filence  to  its  only  Lord,  and 
to  fancy  that  whatever  fate  heaven  lliould 
hereafter  ordain  him,  mine  could  no  lon- 
ger be  divided  from  it  ! 

As  foon  as  my  amended  health  allowed j| 
I  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  that  hadj 
palled  fince  Lord  Effex   left  me  at  St, 

Vincent's 
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J  Vincent's    Abbey.      He    in    return    in- 

jlormed  me,  that  the  lethargy  into  which 
'Tiroen  was  plunged  by  the  laudanum  I 
ithad   fo    hailily   adminiftered,    was     very 
jinear   being  fatal  to   him,  as  the   utmoft 
.effort  of  care   and  medicine  could   only 
prefervehim  the  faculty  of  breathing  ;  fince 
to'    difcurb    Iiis    deep   and    unwholefome 
'flumbers  always   threw  him  into  a   dan- 
^•gerous  delirium.     The  courageous  effort 
;by  which  I  had  recovered  my  liberty,  he 
,ih,dded,  (till  formed  die  whole  converfation 
jof  both  camps.     I  bleffed  the  awful  power 
who  faved  mc  the  guilt  of  murdering  even 
;^,  villain,  and    did   not   immediately    re- 
mark that  Eliex  gave  me  no  fardier  in- 
:\fc-rm9.tion. 

b;.I  too  loon,  however,  learnt  from  Lady 
'Southampton  the  painful  truths  my  Lord 
fought  to  hide — that  Elizabeth  had  incef- 
fantly  urged  him.to  profecute  a  war  which  his 
fears  for  me  had  hitherto  fufpended  ;  but 
finding  at  length  that  both  intreaties  and 
commands  were  loft  upon  him,  (lie  at  length 
Vol.  III.  G  orew 
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orew  cold  and  diftmfted.  His  friends  ia 
England  had  given  him  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  his  enemies  were  gra- 
dually acquiring  the  aicendancy  in  her  heart, 
he  as  gradually  loft ;  fmce  all  her  favors 
were  lavilhed  on  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the 
houfe  of  Cecil,  and  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
a  party  who  had  long  meditated  the  down- 
fal  of  Eflex  and  Southampton,  of  which 
they  now  fpoke  as  a  certainty ;  and  that 
even  the  common  people  beheld  with 
difcontent  the  flow  progrefs  of  the  war 
in  Ireland,  nor  could  Eliex  any  longer 
depend  upon  popularity. 

The  unguarded  friend  who  made  me 
this  recital,  engroffed  by  her  own  lliare 
in  it,  forgot  how  it  interefted  me.  I 
called  to  mind  the  information  fent  by- 
Tiroen  to  Elizabeth,  which  but  too  well 
accounted  for  the  Queen's  anger  and 
difguft,  and  conceived  at  once  all  its 
probable  confcquences.  Eifex,  unlike 
all  other  favorites,  could  never  be  brought 
to   Jcnow   any  claim    to    fuperiority    but 

merit incapable    of    thofe    Uttle    arts 

by 
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re- 
ll)y   which  mean  fouls  attach   the   infidi-e 
I  ous   train   of  fycophants   a  Court  always 
abounds   with ;    he  had    ever  fcorned    a- 
partial  monopoly,  and  politic  diftribution, 

of  pods  and  places. ——The  mercenary 

wretches,  who  had  bowed  to  him  in  vain, 

paid  their  court  to  his  enemies  with  more 

*  fuccefs,  and  inflrufred   by  them  in  every 

weaknefs  of  the  favorite,  were  ever  ready 

!.to    ilrengthen   any   prejudice  the   Queen 

might  conceive  againft  him.     A  thoufand 

Lfears  incident  to  age  and  decaying  power 

were  thus  cheriflied  in  her,  which  magnified 

hy  paffions  time  itfelf  could  never  allay, 

;.jnight  too  probably  ftamp  the  bafe  intelli- 

1  gence  of  Tiroen  v/ith  the  fatal  authority  of 

>)linbiaired  trutli,  and  give  to  the  inadivity 

(of  Eflex  the    appearance    of   treafon.— ^ 

I'l^uch    a    train     of    circumftances    could 

lliardly    iall   to   ftagger    a    mind    in    full 

j-poffeffion   of   the   nobleft   and   moll   ini- 

j^partial  judgment;    what   then    might   we 

■iTiot  tear  trom   a   Sovereign   alwavs  influ- 

'  enced    by    prejudices     each    paffing    day 

•ftrengthened,   by  infenfibly  impairing  her 

'  reafon  ?  Fertunately,   through  an  extrava- 

G  2  gance 
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^ince  of  dotage  which  almoft  punlfhed 
the  errors  of  her  youth,  thofe  prejudices 
had  hitherto  united  in  his  favor  : — yet 
while  I  perceived  but  a  fingle  chance 
againfl  him,  my  foul  flirunk  from  the  idea 
of  entrufting  his  life  with  her. 

To  give  Lord  Eflex  the  opportunity  of 
vindicating  himfelf  to   Elizabeth,    I   re- 
folved  to  account  for  her   conduct;  and 
divulsred  to  him  the  inadvertent  acknow- 
ledgment  made  by  Tiroen,  during  our  laft 
memorable  interview,  of  his  own  perfidy 
end  diffimulation.    A  9;enerous  fcariet  burnt   * 
on  the  cheek  of  ElTex  while  he  execrated  | 
the  traitor;  but  ftruck  immediately  with  *'- 
a  full  conviction  of  the  confequences  that 
might  relult  from  this  bafe  intelligence,  he 
Suddenly  formed  the  extraordinary  refolution 
of  returning  to  England  tojuftify  his  honor. 

This  determination  no  iefs  fhocked  than 
furprifed  me ;  far  from  imagining  my  in- 
formation vv'ould  lead  to  fo  wild  a  pro- 
jeft,  I  rather  fuppofed  it  would  fuggeft  to 
him  the  im.pofTibilityof  ever  revifiting  Eng- 
land, unlefs  the  reduction  of  Ulfter  was 
fully    accomplifhed.      In    truth^  1  dared 

not 
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!  -not  confefs  my  fears  that  even  then  to  re- 
main with  the  army  alone  could  endire 
his  fafety. — Every  reafon  I  could  urge, 
or  Southampton  enforce,  were  however  in 
his  judgment  feebler  than  his  own — -his 
honor  waspicqued,  and  nothing  could  hin- 
der him  from  vindicating  it. — Perfuaded 
that  a  ftep  as  bold  as  this  alone  would  con- 
vince Elizabeth  of  his  innocence,  and  accuf- 
romed  to  regain,  whenever  he  appeared, 
that  influence  over  her,  his  enemies  had 
often  encroached  on  in  his  abfence,  he 
aiTured  himfelf  he  need  only  be  feen  to 
triumph,  and  concluded  a  truce,  as  the 
preliminary  to  his  departure. 
-  The  pride  of  fex,  fenfibiiity,  and  ho- 
nor, contended  with  the  leading  paflion 
of  my  nature,  and  taught  me  to  difdain 
over-rulins:  him  I  could  not  convince :— 
neverthelefs,  I  almofl  funk  imder  the 
conflid. — The  frio-htful  lltuation  in  which 
I  had  been  placed  lince  my  arrival  in  Ire- 
land, made  me  obftinately  refufe  to  con- 
~  tinue  there  whenever  Eflex  fhould  leave 
it;  and  the  curiofity  I  had  excited  ahke 
by  my  bold  efcape,  and  v/ound,  made 
G   ^  it 
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■it  hazardous  to  commit  me  to  the  charge   , 
of  -any  officer  left  behind.       Surrounded   ; 
■with    friends,    relations,   and    dependents, 
Ellcx    (fuch    is    the    painful    uncertainty 
ever   attending  on    elevated   rank)   knew  ' 
not  one  to  whom  he  could  fafely  tntruft  fo   , 
delicate    a    care.      The   generous  South-   ' 
ampton,  determined  to  (liare  the  fate  of  his:  .| 
friend    by    accompanying  him,    propofed  I 
to  unite  that  of  his  Lady  with  mine,   by  | 
fnipping  us  off  ere  they  embarked,  with  - 
lervants  tliey  Ihould  mutually  feled; ;  ap- 
parently bound  for  France,  but  in  faft  for  i 
the  CO  ail  of  Cumberland.     In  the  moft  ro-  * 
mjintic  and  folitary    part  of  that   remote  J 
county  the  Wriothefleys  had   long  owned  I 
a  caftle,  where  malice  itfelf  would  hardly  f 
feek,    and  certainly  never  find  us;  there j 
he  alTured  Elfex  we  might  repofe  in  peace,  1 
till  they  fhould  return  again  to   Ireland.^! 
I   felt  ail  the   merit  of  this   projed,  by:,: 
which  the   amiable   Southampton  robbed! 
himfelf  of  the   dear  fociety   of  his  wife,"^ 
merely   to   do   honor   to   the  beloved   of 
his  friend  j  and  adopted  it  with  tlie  ut- 

molt 
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mofl  eagerneis,  from  the  hope  that  if  the 
ibufy  tranfmitters  of  Lord  Effex's  actions 
.had   ever  mentioned  me,  this  total  fepa- 
.ration  would  extinguiili  all  iealoufy  in  the 
mind  of  Elizabeth;    who  I  knew  would 
much  fooner  overlook  the  lofs  of  an  army 
than  his  heart. 
,      Although  Effex  knew  not  how  to  place 
l,.me  happily  in  Ireland,  it  was  with  pain 
ylie  confented  to  my  quitdng  it ;  but  find- 
il ing  me  obftinately  partial  to  Lord  South- 
^<,ampton's    defign,    he    propofed    my    re- 
i-.fuming   my   mafculine    difguife,    and  fe- 
-.ie6ted  a  veffel  whofe  captain  was  devoted 
'  to  him,  having  ordered  a  lighter  one  to  ^; 
be  prepared  for  himfelf. 

So  fad  a  prefentiment  fhivered  my  foul 
u^  on  the  morn  appointed  for  our  embarka- 
if"'  tion,  that  it  vvas  the  utmoft  effort  of  my 
principles  to  fuffer  Effex  to  a<5t  in  confor- 
mity to  his.     I  had  previoufly  infifted  that 
he  iliould  fail  at  the  fame  moment  with  my- 
felf,  to  end  my  feai-s  of  that  formidable 
Cavage  Tiroen ;  and  when  he  entered  my 
chamber  to  conduft  me  to  the  Ihip,  my  heart 
G  4  qui- 
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quivered   on   lips   which   had   no   longer 
the   power  to  utter  a  fy liable. — Pie  be- 
fought,    he  conjured  me,  to  llipport  my 
iinking  fpirits  :   "  the  higheft   hopes,"  he 
added,  with  an  air  of  lincerity,  "elevated  ' 
his    own ;  that    it    had    always   been    his    \ 
pride,  his  pleafure,  to  deferve  the  diftinc^    I 
tions  lavifhed  on  him  by  the  Queen  ;    and    | 
whatever  views  he  had  formed  when  hea-  '■} 
ven  {hould  call  her  hence,  he  could  not    | 
rciolve    even    by   ingratitude,    much   Icfs--? 
treachery,  to  fnorten  her   days  who  had  ' ', 
crowned  his  with  glory.     Doubt  not,"  con-  '^ 
eluded  he,  "  my  love,  but  I  fhall  recover  \ 
all  my   influence,     and  remember   when     ■ 
next  we  meet  it  is  to  part  no  more." 

Ill-omened  feemed  that  fentence  to 
me — I  fancied  too  his  voice  founded  hol- 
lovv' — I  fancied  !— alas,  every  dire  chi- 
mera fenfibility  prefents  to  an  impaffioned 
heart,  took  full  poffeiiion  of  mine  ;  yet,  1 
as  to  exert  the  leafl:  influence  at  fo  ti^ying  ^ 
a  moment  was  to  render  myfelf  account- 
able for  his  future  fate,  I  oppofed  every 
ennobling  fentiment   to  an   ungovernable 

paflion. 
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paffion,  and  heroically  refigned  bim  up  to 
ihis  duty. 

'  We  quitted  the  port  at  the  fame  rnftant ; 
!  he  fteering  for  that  neareft  the  Iriili  coaft, 
il  for  the  North'  of  England. — Both  by 
ironfent  remained  on  the  deck  with  fouls 
lihxed  on  each  other,  till  the  beloved  indi- 
Lvidual  vaniihed,  and  the  velfel  feemed  an 
obje6t  only  lefs  dear;  that  at  length  dimi- 
riiflied  to  a  cloud,  the  cloud  fhrunk  to  a 
(fpeck,  and  the  fpeck  became  invifible. — 
'[  threw  myfelf  on  my  bed,  and,  giving 
way  to  the  tears  I  had  hitherto  flifled,  I 
pefought  the  Almighty  to  guard  him  he 
;iad  fo  eminently  diftinguiihed. 

Compaffion  had  induced  Effex  to  con- 
tent to  our  taking  on  board  an  old  officer 
!vho  had  been  defperately  wounded. 
The  intenfe  ficknefs  produced  by  the  ele- 
Tient,  caufed  his  wounds  to  open,  which 
bbliged  us  to  put  back  and  land  him,  or 
lacrifice  his  life  to  our  convenience  ;  and 
his  unforefeen  delay  expofed  us  to  a 
calamity  as  lading  as  it  was  grievous. 

Launched 
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Launched  a  fecond  time  on  thofe  red- 
lefs  farges  to  which  alone  I  could  com- 
pare my  own  perturbed  foul,  the  next 
day  brought  the  comparifon  ftill  nearer-*- 
A  dreadful  tempeft  arofe,  nor  were  we 
within  reach  of  any  port.  The  enraged 
and  howling  winds  drove  the  veikl  all' 
pleafure  a  thoufsnd  times  fidelong  into^ 
the  deep,  and  the  impetuous  and  foam- 
ing waves  threw  it  up  again  with   ecjual 

violence.- We     remained     ftupified 

with  terror ;  fhut  down  with  our  wo- 
men in  the  cabin,  the  rapid  motions  and 
cries  of  the  feamen,  the  tremendous 
cracks  and  groans  of  the  veflel,  united 
with  the  warring  elements  to  make  that 
fate  indifferent  every  moment  brought 
nearer.  To  prepare  my  mind  for  the  imr 
pending  event,  I,  however  recollefted,. 
with  due  gratitude  to  heaven,  that  the" 
light  veifel  in  which  Eflex  failed,  had 
doubtlefs  made  a  near  port,  ere  the  ftoniiJ 
began,  and  landed  him  in  fafety.  I 

I  pondered  once   more  on  that  wonder-| 
ful  character!  had  fo  often  confidered.     If 
law,    however    ftrong    the    predominant- 
foible 

li 
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i5)ible  of  Lord  Eflex,  it  ftill  gave  way  to 
f€<5litude;  and  fearful  the  paiiion  which 
fed  him  towards  me  might  one  day  affeft 
rtiis  fafety,  I  bent  to  the  awful  God  who 
thus  in  thunder  called  away  its  weak 
land  helplefs  objecl ;  not  without  admir- 
kng  the  lingvilarity  of  that  defbiny,  which 
;by  interring  me  in  the  ocean,  fecured  the 
forged  death  and  funeral  I  had  publifhed 
Ifor  myfelf,  from  ever  being  difcovered. 

Strengthened,  if  not  confoled,  by  thefe 
tideas,  I  fought  to  cheer  my  no  lefs  fuifer- 
''ing  friend ;  who  rejefting  aHke  food  and 
-;eomfort,  refigned  herfelf  wholly  up  to 
Ificknefs,  faintings,  and  forrow. — Ah, 
i^who  ihall  fay  we  fuffer  in  vain  1  the  feel- 
ings of  the  foul,  like  the  organs  of  light, 
I  gain  ftrength  by  ufe,  till  we  dare  to  ana- 
Uyze  that  fate  we  once  could  not  have  ven- 
tured to  coniider ;  while  the  refined  and  ex- 
^quifite  fenfe  of  mental  anguiih,  which  ren- 
'(ders  us  fuperior  to  common  evils,  often" 
;  gives  an  apparent  fublimity  to  efforts  which 
';are  little  in  oiu"  own  cftimation.-^Lady 
Soudiam.pton,  yet  diftinguifhed  by  nature, 
'  fortune,  love^  clung  to  thofe  rich  poffef- 

.   fions,. 
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iions,  and  flirnnk  from  the  awful  immor- 
tality which  threatened  every  moment  to 
take  place  of  them,  while  I,  accuftomed 
to  calamity,  faw  in  death  only  its  tcrmina!- 
tion. — She  lifbened  to  me  with  wonder,  and 
this  inftance  of  fortitude  impreffed  her  mind 
with  a  reverence  for  my  character,  time 
could  never  obliterate.  ' ' 

The  fjdden  abatement  of  the  ftorrri 
contributed  little  to  our  fafety ;  as  the 
fliip,  ill  calculated  for  fuch  a  confllftj 
had  bulged  upon  a  rock,  and  now  filled 
fo  faft  with  water,  that  the  utmoft  dili- 
gence of  the  crev/  could  hardly  flive  Us 
from  finking. — The  light  of  land,  ere  the 
evening  ciofed,  had  fcarce  power  to 
cheer,  for  a  moment,  wretches  who  no 
more  hoped  to  behold  the  dawning  of  the 
morn. — To  the  uproar  and  turbulence  oi 
the  florm  a  filent  horror  and  defolatiori 
had  now  fucceeded  fcarce  lefs  fhocking-. 
Midnight  was  hardly  turned  er?  a  dif- 
mal  univerfal  cry  informed  us  that  the 
vefTel  was  finking — Lady  Southampton 
threw  her  arms  helplefsly  round  me^  and  the 

"unprin- 
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j-unprincipled   part   of  the   crew,  burfling 
I  into   our  cabin,  increafed  the  horrors   of 
the  moment  by  opening  our  coffers,  and 
[gathering    together    their    moil   valuable 
contents  :  an   officer   follov/ed,  who   tak- 
ing our  hands  in  filence,  led  us  toward 
the  deck  : — two   boats  were  now  prepar- 
ing— the  laft  melancholy  hope    we    had 
of    exiftence. — The    captain,    who    hap- 
pily owed  every  thing  to  Eiiex,  informed 
|\is,  that  as  the  larger  boat  had  the  bet- 
it^r  chance,  he  had  fixed  on  placing  us  in 
,'that,  ere  the  fcattered  crew  could  coUedt, 
and  by  preffing  too  numerouflv,  rob  us 
■of  a  laft  hope. — We  were   conveyed  into 
tlie  boat  while   he  was  yet   fpeaking,   but 
jtliefailors  fo  impetuo.uHy  followed,  regard - 
fiefs   of  the    captain's    remonftrances   and 
commands,  that  our  danger  feemed  hard- 
ily diminilhed    by  the    removal. The 

'change  neverthelefs  encouraged  each  indi- 
vidual to  an  exertion  from  whence  the  gene- 
ral fafety  was  afcertained.  Entirely  envelop- 
ed in  the  only  watch-coat  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  wreck,  Lady  Soutbamp- 
2  ton 
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ton  and  jnyfelf  (who  were  the  only  women 
faved)  knew  but  by  the  voices  of  our 
companions  whether  life,  or  death,  was  to 
be  expedled — the  fea  ran  high,  and  the 
grey  dawn  prefented  to  our  eager  eyes 
.a  coaft,  which  w^e  were  informed  was  that  of 
Scotland,  at  no  great  diftance ;  an  (bid 
caftle  appeared,  on  a  fli2.rp  prelection  of 
the  land,  whofe  folid  battlements  feemed 
proof  againft  every  attack  of  art  and  na- 
ture;  but  the  fhoals,  rocks,  and  furf 
that  intervened,  threatened  to  make  us 
ever  behold  it  at  a  hopelefs  diftance,  un- 
lefs  we  could  intercft  the  compaffion  of" 
its  owners. 

Every  fignal  of  diftrefs  was  made  for 
hours  apparently  in  vain,  till  the  turn  of 
the  tide  ;  when  two  fifliing  boats  appear- 
ed, fiowly  working  their  way  towards  us. 
A  difcordant  fhout  of  joy  on  the  part  of 
our  companions  fplit  the  ears  of  my  fick 
friend  and  felf,  who  inly  worlhipped  the 
power  that  preferved  us. The  bene- 
volent ftrangers  approached,  and  their 
garb     no    leis   than    unknown    language 

pro- 
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jproclaimed  them  natives  of  the  Scotch 
ijcoaft.  To  the  men  around  us  they  of- 
i/fered  bifcuits  and  whifky  in  abundance, 
i<and  bellowed  on  me  and  Lady  South- 
[.ampton  a  draught  of  cold  water,  which, 
r.ifeemed  as  much  more  refrelliing  as  it  was 
'innocent. 

Revived  by  this  unexpefted  revolution 

J  in  our  fate,    we  by  joint  confent  fliook  oti 

'the  heavy  watch-coat  which  had  a  litde 

jfaved  us  from  the  incelTant  fpray  of  the 

.enraged  fea,  and  when  the  boat  was   at 

length  drawn  towards  the  flight  of  rude 

fteps  leading  to  the  caftle,  we  both  quitted 

it  with  no  lefs  celerity  than  thankfulnefs.-— 

:<Pur  progrefs  was  for  a  moment  impeded 

vby    furprife — at  the   gate    of   the   caftle 

f^ood  two  beings   who  feemed   of   fome 

fuperior  order ;  fo  fbangeiy  was  I  ftruck 

-with  their  dreis,  beauty,  and  benevolence. — 

A  youth  and  his  lifter  waved  us  towards  them 

;>Yith   graceful    courtefy — the   latter    wore 

.a,  light  veft  and  coat  of  Scots  plaid,  with 

a  belt  of  green  fattin  clafped  with  gold  ; 

,the  rude  wind  had  carried  oif  the  covering 

of 
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of  her  hair  and  caufed  her  long  auburn 
locks  to  ftream  on  the  bofom  of  the  morn- 
ing, expofing  to  view  her  flight  ancles 
half  booted,  and  tingii:ig  her  cheeks  with 
that  pure  cold  colour,  youth,  health,  in- 
nocence, and  heaven,  alone  can  give. — 
The  youth,  who  in  features  flrongly  re- 
fembled  his  iifter,  was  habited  as  a 
hunter,  with  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  and  a 
dagger  hanging  in  his  belt. — Both  with 
jfmiies  of  hofpitality  ran  forward  to  re- 
ceive us  ;  and  while  the  young  lady  took 
the  arm  of  my  friend,  the  youth  with  an 
impallioned  pleafure  ihook  my  hand, 
calling  a  look  of  mingled  wonder  and  difr^ 
dain  at  the  foiled,  though  rich,  habili- 
ments I  had  on ;  which  indeed  originally  i 
rather  agreed  with  my  own  fex  than  that  I 
intruded  upon.  The  antique  hall  into 
which  they  conduced  us,  was  hung  with 
tattered  banners,  mouldy  coats  of  arms,  and 
every  proud  remnant  of  war  and  ancientry. 
Refreihments  fuitable  to  our  pail  diftrefs 
were  bulily  fet  before  us,  nor,  with  that 
intiiidve  politenefs  fuperior  minds  always 

poifefs, 
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pOiicfs,  did  either  venture  to  exprefs  a 
;CLinolity  till  they  had  frankly  fatisfied 
ours. — From  them  we  learnt  that  the  fpot 
fortune  had  thrown  us  upon,  was  an  iiland 
on  the  coail  of  Scotland,  and  the  place 
which  flieltered  us,  Dornock  Cadle,  held 
by  the  Laird  of  that  name ;  that  they  were 
brother  and  fifter  to  that  Laird,  who  was 
now  abfent  on  a  family  concern  of  no  fmail 
•moment ;  in  iliort,  that  their  elder  filler, 
Mabel,  famed  through  the  country  for 
her  beauty,  having  unhappily  Ilievvn  it  at 
Court,  the  King  would  not  fuffer  her 
to  return;  and  their  brother,  fearful  llie 
fliould  yield  to  his  licentious  wiilies,  had 
haflened  thither  to  claim  her.     Thevouno- 

JO 

people  v.'ho  made  this  artlefs  recital,  were 
formed  to  grace  it —  when  the  fliir  Phoebe 
fpoke  of  the  charms  of  her  fifter,  her 
own  were  heightened  by  .a  fofter,  fuller 
bloom;  and  when  Ibe  mentioned  their 
dangerous  effed,  the  proud  bluili  of  a 
generous   fliame    gave    manlinefs    to    the 

features    of  her    brother   Hugh. Ac- 

cuiVomed    as     my     friend    and    felf  had 

long   been   to  every  worldly    charm    and 

Vol.   III.  H    '  ad- 
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advantage,  we  faw  in  this  remote  fpot, 
and  thefe  untutored  children  of  nature, 
a  fimple  and  noble  grace  art  only  refines 
away. 

When  it  came  to  my  turn  to  narrate,  I 
ufed   every   artifice  to  guard  againft  the 

poffibility    of    danger. Adopting    the 

name  Lady  Southampton  had  lately  quit- 
ted, I  called  myielf  Vernon  ;  a  youth  em- 
ployed till  lately  as  a  page  in  the  train  of. 
the  Earl  of  Eifex,  and  now  his  fecretary — 
the  lady,  with  me,  I  faid,  aUied  to  the  Earl 
of  Southampton,  was  lately  wedded  to  me,; 
s^nd  both  were  following  thefe  noblemen 
Tvhen  overtaken  by  the  tempeft  which  had 
thrown  us  upon  their  ihore,  and  rendered 
us  debtors  to  their  humanity.     Finding  we 
came   from   the  feat  of   war,    and   were 
converfant  with  the   Court   of  England, 
they  both  aiked  a  thoufand  various  quef- 
tions  fuitable  to  their  fex,  age,  and  limpli-, 
city,  refpefting  the  one  and  the  other ; 
and  our   defcriptions  comprifed  to  them 
every    charm    of    magnificence,     glory* 
and  gaiety. 

The 
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The  happy  device  of  a  pretended  mar* 
■T iage  enabling  me  to  Ihare  the  chamber  of 
Lady  Southampton,  we  chofe  the  hour  of 
-retirement  to  confider  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  mode  moft  hkely  to  reitore  us 
once  more  to  the  country  and  connexions 
from  which  the  ftorm  had  feparated  us. 

■ My  friend  juftly  remarked,  that  the 

!  fhilors  wrecked  with  us,  and  its  natives, 
'  were  all  the  people  likely  to  vilit  this  re- 
mote and   fohtary   ifle,   and   that   if   we 
i  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  departure 
of  the  firft,    we   Ihould   throw   ourfelves 
'  wholly  upon  tiie  generofity  of  the  Laird 
[  of  Dorncck,  of  whole  chara6ler  we  ccruld 
:  liot  venture  to  decide  from  thofe  of  the 
\  amiable  young  people,  who  had  fo  warmly 
embraced  our  caufe. — After  the  applica- 
tion of  EiTex  to  my  brother  in  my  favour 
had  been  rejefted,  I  had  every  thing  to 
fear,  if  any    circumftance    ihould   betray 
me  into  his  power,    and  the  ibifteft  fe- 
Cfecy  on  our  names  and  condition  alone 
could   give   us   a  hope   of  liberty ; — how 
under  luch   reflridions  we   could  clearly 
"■■■  H  2  explain 
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explain  our  prefent  fitnation  to  the  two  no- 
blemen whom  alone  it  concerned,  neither 
of  us  could  difcover ;  neverthelefs,  ne- 
ceffity  obliged  us  to  come  to  fome  reiblu- 
tion  ;  and  perfuaded  that  the  writing  of  each 
would  be  known  to  him  to  whom  the 
letter  was  addreffed,  weary  as  we  both 
were,  a  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  in 
preparing  two  epiftles  for  the  failors  to 
convey.— The  morning  came,  and  with 
it  the  mortifying  information  that  we  were 
a  few  hours  too  late ;  the  men  faved  with 
us  having  hired  a  filliing  fmack  in  which 
they  failed  away  at  the  turn  of  the  tide : 
nor  did  its  owner  know  their  deftina- 
tion  till  the  veffel  returned.  I  was  not 
without  an  idea  that  our  youthful  protec- 
tors had  voluntarily  concealed  fo  materi:J 
an  event  in  the  hope  of  detaining  us ;  but 
certainly  had  that  really  been  the  cafe,  k 
was  not  half  fo  inexcufable  as  our  own 
imprudence  and  jiegied. — We  hired  a 
boat  to  purfue  them  with  the  letters,  but 
after  feveral  days  fpent  in  painful  expec- 
tation, the  packets  were  returned  to  us^ 

with 
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with  the  mortifying  information  that  all 
inquiry  had  proved  fruitlefs.  We  had 
now  no  refoiirce  but  in  the  generoiity  of 
the  Laird  of  Dornock,  and  endeavoured 
to  fortify  ourfelves  with  panence  to  wait 
his  return. 

The  youthful  brother  and  lifter  ex- 
prelTed  a  generous  concern  for  our  fitua- 
tion  ;  but  wholly  without  power,  they  could 
do  no  more. — Prifoners  at  large,  as  we 
were,  effeftually  bounded  by  the  roar- 
ing ocean,  and  depending  folely  on  con- 
tingencies for  freedom,  the  days  to  us 
crept  heavily  away — I  fometimes  remem- 
bered with  a  iigh  that  I  was  in  Scotland^ — 
in  the  kingdom  where  by  inheritance  I 
might  claim  a  rank  that  would  enable  me 
to  decide  my  own  fate,  had  not  a  com- 
iU'bination  of  events,  fore-running  even  my 
-JHi^irth,  made  every  advantage  of  fortune 
^  '^  and  nature  alike  ufelefs  to  me.  I  en- 
'^^'deavoured  to  difcover  the  real  charader 
'^  of  their  King,  but  even  from  the  report 
''•"of  his  friends,  to  be  able  to  tei-m  it  good, 
I  was  obliged  to  think  it  weak;  and  in 
H  3  that 
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that  cafe  knew  he  would  inevitably  be 
furrounded  with  artful  politicians  ready 
to  profit  by  his  foible ;  in  ihort,  I  found 
that,  however  near  he  and  I  were  allied  in 
blood,  we  were  born  to  be  diftind  be- 
ings in  creation,  and  to  meet  would  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  the  weaker.  When 
I  turned  my  anxious  foul  toward  Eng- 
land, it  brought  me  no  relief — As  far 
from  the  reach  of  intelligence  as  if  in  the 
wilds  of  Arabia,  I  in  vain  fought  to  dif- 
cover  the  reception  Effex  had  met  with 
at  Court. — That  name,  which  in  the  va- 
nity of  my  heart  I  often  thought  the 
world  refounded  with,  1  found,  with 
checked  pride,  was  fcarcely  known  in  an 
adjacent  country,  till  my  lips  fo  often  re- 
peated it;  and  even  when  moll  anxious 
to  oblige  me,  thofe  of  others  only  echoed 
the  found  fo  dear,  fo  beloved !  I  had 
but  too  much  reafon  to  fear  doubts  of  my 
fafety  would  make  him  carelefs  of  his 
own,  and  often  would  have  refigned 
every  brilliant  profped  fancy  ever  fpread 
before  me,  to  afcertaiu  the  life  of  the  Earl. 

Too 
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Too  late  I  regretted  the  pride  of  heart 
which  had  made  mc  refift  the  defire  I  felt 
to  detain  him  in  Ireland;  and  could  not 
but  acknowledge  it  was  rather  that  than 
principle  which  reconciled  me  to  his  de- 
parture ;  yet  in  a  fituation  fo  delicate  as 
ours,  to  wiih  was  to  command  ;  and  the 
facrifice  his  own  foul  did  not  dictate^  mine 
difdained  to  fuggeft. 

My  mind  now  daily  pafTed  through 
fuch  a  chaos  of  ideas  and  emotions,  as 
would  have  prevented  the  time  from  ap- 
pearing tedious,  had  not  its  prolongation 
been  the  origin  of  moft  of  them. 

Often  fitting  on  the  rude  battlements 
of  the  caflle,  while  the  furges  beat  againft 
their  bafe,  have  I  tuned  the  lute  of 
Phoebe,  and  while  flie  warbled  a  few  wild 
airs  of  inconceivable  melody  in  a  lan- 
guage unknown  to  me,  my  full  foul  has 
wept  over  the  myfterious  fate  of  my  fif- 
ter. — Ah,  how  eafy  is  it  to  be  unknown  I 
— to  be  entombed  alive  ! — If  I,  even  in  a 
civilized  adjacent  kingdom,  in  efFe6t  the 
country  of  all  my  anceftors,  can  be  thus 
H  4  helpiefs, 
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helplefs,  what    may    the    poor    Matilda  i 

have  been  ? Turn,  biify  imagination, 

rem  the  fatal  luppofition. 

The  overfight  we  had  committed  in' 
fuffering  the  faiiors  to  leave  us,  became 
every  day  more  and  more  regretted. — 
Lady  Southampton  foon  found  hei-felf  irr  i 
a  fituation  that  required  the  tendereft  in- 
dulgence, and  v.'ould  forbid  removal; 
even  if  our  afylum  fiiould  be  traced  by 
anxious  love.  We  fpent  our  lives  in 
fretting,  and  had  we  not  pofi'elied  an  un- 
limited intimacy,  I  know  not  how  we 
fnoiild  have  endured  the  incelTant  chagrin. 
' — Deprived  even  of  the  ufual  refources; 
a  fcanty  librarv,  a  lute,  fome  ruftic  airs,. 
and  a  pedigree  as  old  as  the  creation, 
bounded  the  polleiilons  and  knowledge 
cf  our  young  friends,  and  could  not  add 
any  thing  to  our  ov/n. 

The  Laird  of  Dornock,  bov/ever,  re- 
turned    at     laft. — Ah,    how    unlike     his 
gentle  kindred  ! — phlegmatic,   ielf-Vvilled, 
crefted,    and  imperious,    his   afpedt   pre-  ', 
fented  a  correfpondent  harflinefs ;  and  we  i 
inftantly  felt  it  vain  to  reft  a  hope  on  his 

friend- 
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ifnendniip  :  he  no  doubt  reproved  his  bro-- 
ither  and  fifter  for   having  lived  on  fuch 
ifamihar   terms   with   ftrangers,    avowedly 
flibordinate  ;  and  though  he  often  made 
us  fenfible  our  company  was  a  burthen, 
he  took  not  a  lino;le  fbep  to  reheve  him- 
felf  from  it.     Phoebe  had  begun  to  im-- 
prove   herfelf  in  mufic   ere  his   arrival; 
it  was  his  pleafure  that  iht  iliould  con-- 
tinue  to  do  fo ;  but  his  prefence  threw  ar 
coldnefs    and   conftraint   over  the   whole: 
party,    which    made   what    I    had    once 
thought   a   relief,    an   inconceivable   toil,. 
The  ingenuous  noble  girl  faw  her  brother's^ 
infolence  with    a   grief  which    prevented: 
her  from  profiting  by  the  leifons  fo  much, 
deiired— her   gulhing   tears    would    often 
relax  the  ftrings  of  her  lute,  while  low- 
warbling,  tales  of  hopelefs  love,   and  her 
fad  eyes  fix  themfslves  on  mine  with  an 
expreffion  too  fbrong  to  be  milunderftood. 
I  perceived  Vv'hile  unconfcious  of  the  dan- 
ger, becaufe    poffeffed  with  the  remem- 
■.brance  of  my  own  difguife,  that  I  had  won 
the  gentle  heart  I   only  fought  to  form.— - 
Circumftanced  as  I  was,  this  could  not  but 

be 
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be  a  dangerous  acquifition  ;  and  by  a  fa4 
tality  yet  more  alarming,  her  elder  brother 
foon  after  became  enamoured  of  Lady 
Southampton  ;  nor  did  he  conceal  that 
inclination — he  had  from  his  arrival  re- 
garded me  with  an  eye  that  indicated 
doubt  on  the  fdbjed;  of  our  marriage  ; 
but  the  increafmg  fize  of  my  friend, 
and  our  habit  of  living  together,  appeared 
to  controvert  a  fufpicion  which  never- 
thelefs  remained  in  his  mind. 

Anxious  to  proht  by  the  only  hour  in 
the  day  which  could  favor  his  views,  he  was 
obliged  to  give  the  advantage  he  fought, 
arid  permit  me  to  teach  his  fifter  v/ith  no; 
other  guard  than  his  younger  brother,  Hugh, 
while  he  paffed  the  interval  with  Lady 
Southampton. — All  equally  rejoiced  at  an 
incident  all  had  equally  defired ;  as  to  my- 
feif,  determined  from  the  moment  I  had 
been  convinced  of  the  paffion  of  the  fair 
Phcebe,  to  feize  the  firft:  opportunity  of 
intruding  her  with  my  difguife,  ere  fhame 
for  the  miftake  fhould  difgufb  her  with 
the  objedj  I  was  not  forry  to  confide  it  to 

her 
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'Jier  younger  brother :  as,  if  it  did  not  more 
attach  him  to  my  intereft,  it  would  at  leaft 
obviate  every  fear  he  might  entertain  on 
his  fifter's  account,  whom  he  could  then 
fafely  leave  at  any  time.  This  jufl  can- 
dor produced  more  confequences  than 
one.  The  fweet  Phcebe  ftarted,  blulhed, 
and  firfl  lifting  her  fvvimming  eyes  toward 
heaven,  flie  then  covered  them  with  her 
hands — when  I  ceafed  to  fpeak  flie  timor- 
oufly  raifed  them  to  my  face.—- "^^  Ah  !  why 
had  you  not  been  thus  lincere  at  firft?" 
cried  the  generous  girl,  "  the  power  was 
then  in  our  hands — now" — ihe  fhook 
h^r  head,  and  in  that  emphatic  gefture 
ftrongly  finilhed  her  imperfect  fpeech. 
Alarmed  and  anxious,  I  conjured  her  to 
confide  to  m.e  thofe  reafons  Vv'hich  m^ade 
our  fituation  in  her  opinion  fo  hopelefs. 
She  could  not  relift  my  entreaties  ;  and  at 
length  acknowledged,  "  that  from  the  mo- 
Boent  her  elder  brother  returned,  Hugh 
no  iefs  than  herfelf  had  obferved  a  haugh- 
tinefs  and  feverity  in  his  air  and  lan- 
guage  more  forbidding  than  ufual ;    at 

laft 
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kll  they  had  difcovered  that  their  fifter,  Ma-- 
bel,  far  from  liftening  to  virtue  and  the 
jLaird  of  Dornock,  had  yielded  to  the  King; 
and  to  proteft  herfelf  from  her  family,  had 
been  compelled  to  publifh  her  ihame,  by 
claiming  her  royal  lover's  protection.  To 
reconcile  the  Laird  of  Dornock  to  fo  cut- 
ting a  difgrace,  a  title  had  been  offered 
him,  with  any  poft  about  the  Court  hefhould 
iix  on  :  and  that  at  length  the  fair  Mabel- 
had  confoled  herfelf  for  the  forfeiture  of 
every  rational  diftinftion,  by  the  temporary 
honor  of  reigning  in  the  heart  of  her 
King,  and  being  called  a  Countefs."  I 
inquired  with  furprife,  how  an  event 
fliould  affeft  us  in  which  we  apparently 
had  no  concern  ?  Hugh  anfwered,  "  that 
his  brother,  far  from  accepting  the  fplendid 
coverings  offered  for  infamy,  had  retired 
from  Court  in  o;reat  indig-nation ;  that  at 
firft  they  had  both  been  compelled  to  fcorn 
and  return  every  letter  and  prefentfent  by 
their  fifter  :  yet  of  late  fome  view,  inex- 
plicable to  them,  had  made  a  fmgular  al- 
teration in  the  Laird  of  Dornock's  fenti- 

ments. — 
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^  .ments. — Several   couriers  had   been   dif- 

;  .patched  by  him  to   the  favorite  Countefs, 

i  4but  that  neither  their  CDmmiffions,  nor  the 

'  '^nfwers,  ever  tranfpired  ;    yet  many  cir- 

■cumftances  had  given  them  reafon  to  con- 

•clude  that  our  pacqiiets  had  never  been 

■■'  '^forwarded,  as  we  were  taught  to  beheve. — 

^J  chang-ed  colour  at  the  idea  of  this  deli- 

'^berate  treachery,  thanking  heaven  I  alone 

•had  been  informed  of  it  ;  as  Lady  South- 

•ampton,  often  unable  to  govern  her  feel- 

•ings,    by  fome   imprudent   fpeech  v/ould 

i-infaUibly  have  betrayed  her  knov,- ledge  of 

3dt.     The  young  Hugh,  obferving  my  un- 

v.ieafinefs,  affured  me,  "  though  hopelefs  of 

'.finding  a  faithful  melTenger,  he  held  him- 

Ijfelf  anfwerable  for  the  releafe  of  thofe  whom 

he  had  contributed  to  enthrall,  and  that  I 

^';might  depend  upon  his  own  fervices  if  I 

n  Would  deign  to  confide  in  him,  nor  ihould 

'<we  be  fufpefted  as  the  caufes  of  his  dif- 

-appearance^  fmce   the  Laird  of  Dornock 

well   knew   his   filler   Mabel's   particular 

fondnefs   for   him,   and    would   naturally 

imagine  that  he  was  determined  to  profit  by 

2  the 
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the  high  favor  Ihe  held  at  Court." 

Is  there  a  charm   ori  earth  lb  touching  as 

generofity  ? The  noble  youth  paufed 

with  an  air  that  indicated  his  ardent  de- 
lire  of  having  his  offer  accepted,   lefu  it 
fliould  be  miftaken  for  a  vaunt.     I  took  a 
hand  of  each  young  friend,  and  returning 
acknowledgments  fuitable  to  the  occafion, 
declined  embroiling  them  with  their  ful- 
ien   brother ;  who  could  not  want  power 
to  render  our  fituation  much  more  into- 
lerable, if  once  he  fufpedted  us  of  alienat- 
ing his  family  from  their  duty. — I  per- 
fuaded  them,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that  our', 
own  friends   would   with  unwearied  dili-T; 
gence  fearch  us  out  the  moment  they  dif-  *)■ 
covered  that  any  part  of  the  crew  furvived^ 
the  wreck  ;  of  which   the   Captain  would  '^ 
certainly  inform  them,  unlefs  he  funk  with'> 
the  Ihip.  1 

Yet  day  afier  day  proved  this  hope  vain  • 
and   fallacious, — A   dreary  winter   paffed  ' 
away  in  this  remote  Caftle,  through  every 
aperture  of  which  the  keen  and  howling 
'V/ind  poured  unrefb-^inecl ;  and  the  wild 

ocean 
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jOcean  fwelled  with  frequent  florins,  while 
|Our  afirighted  (enfes  often  miftook  the  roar 
fof  the  temped  for  the  groans  of  the 
;dying. 

I  had  almofi:  ceafed  to  hope,  when  one 
iciay,  while  our  holt  was  hunting,  I  wandered 
tto  the  battlements  as  uiual,  and  defcried 
;fi'om  thence  a  fmall  veffel  approaching, 
ibetter  built,  and  more  clean ^  than  thole 
I  was  accuftomed  to  fee  ;  as  it  drew 
nearer    the    land,    I    perceived    Enghfh 

idrefles. My   heart    took    the    alarm, 

1  leant  impatiently  forward,  draining  the 
keen  fenfe  whofe  imperfection  I  com- 
iplained  of. — The  boat  drew  near.  I  dif- 
cerned  the  regimental  of  Efiex  ;  I  gave  a 
igroan  ot  exquifite  delight,  and  reeling 
forward,  fliould  have  plunged  into  the 
ocean,  had  not  the  young  Hugh,  who 
flood  behind,  held  me  fafl. — The  officer 
looked  up,  and  I  inftantly  perceived  him 
to  b^  Henry  Tracey,  the  favorite  aid-de- 
camp of  Lord  EfTex,  once  before  de- 
out^d  in  fearch  of  me. — Difiippointment 
mingled  with  the  various  and  interefting 

emo- 
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emotions  of  the  moment. — I   pointed  .tq 
the  ftranger,  fighed,  and  fainted  away. 

They  bore  me  to  Lady  Southampton, 
who  thunderftruck  at  feeing  me  Hfelefs, 
and  unable  to  guefs  the  caufe,  feemed 
little  better  herfelf.  Hugh,  who  clearly 
comprehended  from  my  impaffioned  gef- 
ture,  how  interefting  the  arrival  of  the 
ftranger  was  to  me,  haftened  to  bring  him 
to  our  apartment^  while  yet  his  bro- 
ther was  abfent  ;  when  .inftantly  retiring, 

he  left  us  full  liberty "  Tracey  ?' 

cried  both  of  us  at  once,  "  Ellex  ?' 
*'  Southampton  •?"*1^  echoed  each  heart, 
''  fdm  up  all  in  alRrd."— ''  They  live," 
returned  he, ''  and  need  only  behold  you  to 
be  happy." — "  Ah,  gracious  heaven ! "  cried  ^ 
I,  lifting  my  eyes  thither,  while  I  pre-  I 
fented  my  heart  with  my  hand  to  the 
■faithful  meffenger,  "  receive  my  tranfport; 
v/e  now  can  breathe  freely ;  give  us  the 
relief  of  knowing  the  events  v/hich  fol- 
lowed  the  dangerous  voyage  of  Eiiex 
and  Southampton."  "  I  fliould  hardly 
dare  to  do  fo,  had  I  not  firft  affured  you 
of  their  'fafety,"  refumed   Tracey,  "  for 

forrow 
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iibrrow  I  lee  has  been  preying  already 
on  your  bloom  ;  it  would  not  perhaps 
I  have  been  more  fpared  had  you  pafled 
this  ti'ying  interval  in  London." 
;  Appreheniive  every  moment  of  an  in* 
-terruption  from  the  Laird  of  Dornock, 
•we  befought  die  worthy  Tracey  to  difpenfe 
>  with  all  preface,  and  haften  his  recital. 

"  With  terror  and  anxiety,"  continued 

Jie,  "  I  followed  my  Lord  into  the  velTel  fe- 

lefted   to   convey   him    home,    nor   were 

i  thefe   emotions   diminiilied  when    I   per- 

l.ceived  the  Lord  Deputy  full  of  fits  of  doubt 

and  reflection,  which  at  times  were  ob- 

ivioiis   even  to  himfelf ;    often  would  he 

iiflfecl  to  drown  them  in  gay  fociety  and 

•  wine,  and,  for  the  firfb  time  in  his  life,  he 

.aflfumed  a  falfe  bravery.— At  the   hours 

:of    retirement,    far   from   induloino-    that 

,  intimacy  fo  long  eftabliflied  between  him 

;and  Lord  Southampton,  of  which  I  had 

ifometimes   been   a  grateful   and   humble 

j  partaker,  he  funk  into  an  ab fence  of  mind, 

;.  and  total  fdence,  no  lefs  alarm.ins  to  his 

.1  beloved   friend   than   myfelf ;    ia   eiTed, 

1  that  Nobleman  faw  that  ha  had  ^fethisfcr- 

Vol.  III.  I  tio^s 
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tune  on  a  cajl,  and  he  would  (land  the 
hazard  of  the  dicy  as  I  conjeftured  by  his 
turning  to  me  one  day,  and  by  an  expref- 
five  motion  of  his  head,  leading  mine 
towards  the  fide  of  the  veffel,  where 
the  General  leant ;  his  thoughtful  coun'- 
tenance  apparently  fixed  on  thofe  rolling  \ 

waves  which  yet  perhaps  he  faw  not. 

*^  All  is  not  well  in  the  heart  of  thy  Lord, 
Tracey,*'  faid  his  noble  friend  ;  then  pauf- 
ing  a  moment,  he  added,  in  a  lower  tone, 
"  Ah  Effex,  ant  Cajar,  aut  nullus  !"  The 
Lord  Deputy  happily  advanced,  and  faved 
me  the  neceflity  of  corroborating  fenti- 
ments  it  gave  me  pain  to  adopt. 

It  w^as  not  with  the  cuftomary  greetings 
we  beheld  the  pleafant  lliores  of  our  native 
country — doubt  and  anxiety  had  thrown 
a  gloom  over  thofe  lively  and  fpontane- 
ous  emotions,  which  often  fufpend  even 
the  fenfe  of  fuffering.  Lord  Effex  loft 
not  a  moment,  but  pofled  toward  the 
Court,  with  fuch  expedition,  that  he 
outwent  all  information,  and  was  his  own 
harbinger. — We  arrived  one  morning  ere 

yet 
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'^et  the  Queen  had  left  her  chamber ;  l:)ut  alas, 

it  was  no  longer  the  Court  we  had  left — 

.every  face  around  appeared  ftrange  to  us  ; 

and  we  faw  too  plainly  that  the  invidious 

Cecils   reigned   there   triumphant.     Lord 

•Grey,  a  favorite  of  theirs,  prefumed  to  pafs 

ihe    Earl   of  Effex  without  notice — that 

'Nobleman  gave  him  only  an  eye-beam, 

iand  haftened  on  to  decide  his  fate. — Form 

;was  anniliilated  by  circumftances,  and  he 

ruflied  into  the  prefence  of  Elizabeth  the 

moment  his  arrival  was  announced  :• — ac- 

,  cuftomed  to  behold  him  with  complacency, 

,to  receive  him  with  kindnefs,  the  Queen 

yielded  through  iurprife  to  the  habits  cf 

ifo  many  years,  and  granted  the  private 

^.audience  he  requeflcd. — She  iiftened  to  a 

vague  and  weak  vindication  of  his  con- 

;idu6t  in  Ireland,  and  the  dotage  of  her  foul 

;was   perhaps  tranfiently  gratified  with  the 

-idea,  that  he  had  preferred  the  recovery  of 

iher  affedcion  to  that  of  his  reputation  in 

,arms.  ^  After  a  long  conference,  the  Eati 

rejoined   his  friends  ;  pride  and  pleafure 

I  2  had 


■iv6         THE    RECESS,    &c. 

had  fiurned  his  cheek,  and  die  idea  of  rea'f- 
. fuming  his  accuftomcd  influence,  diffufed 
through  his  mien  that  benignity  and  grai  | 
cioufnels  which  are  at  once  its  nature  and 
its  charm.  Refentment  and  rage  never 
conftituted  any  part  of  his  charafter,  biit 
at  the  moment  he  fuffered  by  thofe  paffions : 
fuch  galling  fenfaticns  were  already  forr 
gotten. — Overwhelmed  with  the  congra- 
tulations of  his  friends  ;  encircled  even 
by  his  overawed  enemies,  the  heroic 
Effex  rofe  above  the  triumph  he  could  not 
but  defire — every  face  was  inflantane- 
ouily  changed,  and  thofe  who  knew  not 
an  hour  before  whether  they  ihould  recoUeft 
him,  now  with  fervile  adulation  hallowed 
his  very  footfteps. — This  fatal  interval 
of  (hort-lived  power  was,  however,  the  laft 
heaven  allowed  him. — The  crafty  Cecils 
and  their  faftion  feized  the  moment  he  in- 
judicioufly  quitted  the  Queen,  to  per- 
fuade  her  that  this  indulged  favorite  had 
not  only  adled  contrary  to  his  commiffion 
in  venturing  to  return  himfelf,  but  that  he 
had  brought  home  with  him  all  his  chofen 

ad- 
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^adherents,   as  well  as  every  afpiring  fpirit 
'likely  to  ftrengthcn  his  fway,  and  circurn- 
fcribe  hers. — They   touched    the   foul  of 
'Elizabeth  where  it  was  molt  vulnerable,  and 
'having  thus  oppoied  to  each  other  the  two 
-  leading    weakneffes    of    her    nature,    by 
throwing    the   weight   of  party   into   the 
;dne  fcale,    it   foon   preponderated.     She 
■,  was  unhappily  in  that  declining,  age  which 
!  renders  every  human  being  in  fome  degree 
;  capricious  and  timid. — Already  tindured 
)  with  fear,  fhe  foon  yielded  to  the  various 
<  informations    officioully    brought   her   by 
■:  fa(5tious   confederates. — She  was   told   on 
;.dl  hands   that   Lord   Elfex  v/as  holding 
;a  Court  even  in  her  Palace,  and  infolent 
i  and  daring;  as  this  condud:  could  not  but 
;; appear,  it  was  of  lefs  confequence  than 
1  tlie  unbounded  influence  he   ever  niain- 
I  tained  over  the  people — an  inrluence  he 
would  more  than  recover  the  moment  he 
was  {&tn   in   London.     ''  For   themfelvss 
they  heeded  not — willing  martyrs  to  their 
integrity  and  fealty  ;  but  for  their  Queen, 
.tfeey.  all  trembled  at  die  profocct." — It  v/as. 
I  3  too 
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too  hazardous  to  be  rifqued  by  Elizabeth  ;• 
fear  and  refentment  conquered  the  tender. 
prepolTeffion  which  ftill  ftruggled  faintly- 
at  her  heart,  and  flie  determined  to  afcer- 
tain  her  own  fafety,  as  well  as  that  of  her, 
kingdom,  by  imprifoning  her  favorite  -^ 
nor  is  this  refoiution  to  be  wondered  at, 
fince  even  her  love  conduced  to  it,  when;  i 
irritated  by  the  imaginary  fting  of  ingra*^ 
titude.  She  had  fet  Lord  Effex  up  irt 
early  youth  as  an  idol  for  her  own  heart  to* 
worfliip ;  but  he  was  not  born  to  be  fatif- 

fied  v/ith  unmerited  admiration the 

more  he  acquired  the  more  he  fought  to^ 
deferve ;  till  hjving  eftablilhed  his  favor* 
on  innate  noblenefs,  he  rofe  above  par- 
tial diftindion,  leaving  her  to  lament  at 
leifure  the  very  elevation  fhe  had  givenj. 
From  this  period  fhe  had  been  weak 
and  irrefolute  in  every  inftance  where  he 
was  concerned  ;  at  intervals  lavithing  ho- 
nors to  which  he  had  no  title  ;  at  others, 
witiiholding  advantages  he  had  fairly  won. 
The  motive  of  this  inconfiftency  he  could 
not  tail  to  difcerni  but  perfuaded  an  at- 
tach- 
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itachmcnt  which  thus  powerfully  coped 
ivvith  her  judgment,  was  unconquerable, 
ihe  forgot  that  flie  was  finking  faft  into 
ithe  vale  oi  years,  when  the  noblefb  paf- 
fions  infenfibly  condenfe  into  feif-love. 

You  who  fo  well  know  the  heart  of 
my  Lord,  Madam,"  cried  Tracey,  turning 
tome,  "will  better  imagine  than  I  can 
defcribe,  his  deep  fenfe  of  an  indic;nity 
.entirely  public  ;  and  apparently  premedi- 
tated. So  unexpefted  a  manoeuvre  r.iaf- 
tered  his  judgment,  and  giving  way  to 
'the  moft  paffionate  extremes,  he  drew  his 
Tword,  and  would  have  returned  it  by 
her  meffenger,  befeeching..  her  '^to  re- 
ward his  fervices  by  adding  a  more  de- 
cifive  blow  to  that  ilie  once  before  be- 
llowed on  him,  fince  both  feemed  to  him 
ilefs  fliocking   and  ignominious  than  fuch 

'Open  and  unmerited    contumely."— In 

vain  his  friends  fought  to  moderate  his 
(iwrath ;  in  vain  his  enemies  drew  near, 
■eager  to  catch  and  treafure  the  rafh  ex- 
hpreffions  he  lliould  unwarily  utter,  and 
■convert  them  to  his  ruin. — Toucjied  on 
I  4  ^  the 
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the  tendered  poiilt,  his  honor,  the  world 
combined  would  have  wanted  power  to 
filence  him — he  gave  full  fcope  to  his 
indignant  and  wounded  feelings,  and 
with  a  feverity  of  truth  more  galling  and 
dangerous  than  the  greateft  exaggera- 
tions, declared  aloud,  '*  that;  the  Queen  had. 
Gut-lived  all  her  nobler  faculties,  and  that 
her  foul  was  srrown  as  crooked  as  her 
body."  This  cutting  farcafm  was  too  faith- 
fally  conveyed  to  Elizabeth,  who  rcgard- 
lefs  of  his  pride  while  her  own  was  thus 
wounded,  committed  him  to  the  charge  of 
the  Lord  Keeper,  whofe  houfe  was  in  effeft 
his  prifon* 

Oh  heavens !  what  wild  viciffitudes, 
what  tranfports  of  paffion  took  poUellion 
of  my  Lord,  at  recollefting  the  impru- 
dent readinefs  with  which  he  had  deh- 
vered  himfelf  helplefs  and  unguarded  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies !  ftmggUng 
like  a  lion  in  the  toils,  every  vein  would 
fometimes  fwell  almoft  to  madnefs,  nor 
dared  I  leave  him  a  moment  alone. 

I  had  no  other  hope  of  affuaging  his 
irritated  paffions,  than  by  recalling  to  his 

mind 


THE    RECESS,    kc.       121 

ji  taind    the     beloved    image     of  the   fair 

I  'voyager,  to  whom  the  news  of  this  event, 

land   the   fear   of   what   might  follow    it, 

1  'woujd  be  little  lefs  than  death.     I  averted 

■'■one  ftorm  however  only  to  give  free  paf- 

fage  to   another;    the   tear  of  tendernefs 

proudly  trembled  on  the  burning  cheek 

'  'of  anger,  and  a  grief  it  fplit  my  heart  to 

'behold,  took   pofFeflion  of  his.-^ — "  Spare 

me  the  killing  remembrance,"  he  v/ould 

cry — "  dilgraced — defamed — imprifoned  ; 

•how  (liall  I  ever  lift  my  eyes  to  that  fair, 

i'that  noble  fufferer  ?    I    tell  thee,  Tracey, 

' '  rather  would  I  have  died  than  known  this 

•  iliameful  moment.'* Impreffed  by  the 

unwearied  attachment  I  had  ever  fhewn 
him,  and  overweighed  by  the  fenfe  of  his 
own  (ituation,  my  Lord  at  length  con- 
i  idefcended  to  lighten  his  own  heart  by 
;unfolding  to  me  its  deareft  views ;  well 
he  knew  they  would  never  pafs  beyond 
mine — no,  every  vein  of  it  fhould  crack 
ere  I  would  wrong  fo  generous  a  confi- 
dence, which  I  acknowlec' p;e  but  to  prove 
my  fate  wholly  dependant  m  the  Noble- 
man 
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'[    .'':^n'e :  J  would  have    it   fo,  and 
ii-.  :  '^'^  me  only  by  Icparating. 

thcrr 

-  Lord  Southampton  was 
his  daily  \  iiiiaiit  :  though  not  himfelf  a 
prifoner,  the  confcioiifnefs  that  every  ac-' 
lion  of  his  life  was  watched  and  reported, 
bound  that  nobleman  to  a  mod  caudous 
obfervance.  The  Cecils  had  now  no  wifli 
iingratified,  for  the  imprudent  bitternefs 
of  Lord  Effex  had  fupplied  the  only  fuel 
to  the  Queen's  refentment  which  could 
long  keep  it  alive ;  nor  did  time,  in  cool- 
ing the  pafiions  of  my  Lord,  incline  him 
to  lubmiffion — convinced  in  his  own  mind 
that  he  was  the  injured  perfon,  refleftion 
only  fettled  rage  into  dilguft  and  con- 
tempt; neverthelefs,  his  conftitution  fuf- 
fered  feverely  by  this  variety  of  paffions ; 
when  one  feized  upon  it,  which  annihi- 
lated all  the  reft,  and  completely  under- 
mined his  health — a  grief  more  touching 
than  glory  or  ambition  could  occafion 
fuddenly  fubdued  him. — The  time  was 
now  come  which  ought  to  have  brought 
to  him  and  Lord  Southampton  the  wel- 
come 
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come  afTurance  that  the  partners  of  their 
fouls  were  fafe  in  Cumberland — the  time 
was  come  I  fay! — alas,  it  was  gone! — 
Afraid  to  communicate  to  each  other  a 
terror  v/hich  preyed  alike  on  both,  Lord 
Southampton  difpatched  exprefs  upon  ex- 
prefs  in  vain. — The  days  that  lingered  fo 
tedioufly  away,  however,  miatured  doubt. 
into  certainty.  Lord  Eflex  no  longer 
contended  with  the  nervous  fever  which 
obliged  him  to  take  to  his  bed  ;  where 
reaching  out  a  languid  hand  to  his  over- 
powered friend,  he  broke,  at  laft,  the  fear- 
ful heavy  filence.  "  They  are  gone,  for  ever 
gone,  my  dear  Southampton,"  cried  he,. 
n  the  low  accent  of  incurable  defpairj 
"heaven  has  fpared  to  fouls  fo  gentle  and 
fufceptible  thofe  trials  our  ftouter  minds  can 
perhaps  better  contend  with.— Oh,  thou, 
dear  one  !  yet  do  I  regret  that  this  ba- 
fom  did  not  receive  thy  lall  fighs  !  that  en- 
tombed with  thee  even  in  the  ocean,  death 
:had  not  confummated  a  union  fortune  ever 
frowned  on — but  I  haften  impatiently  to  re- 
join thee,  oh  Ellinor !  mv  firft,  my  only  love !  '* 
-L  '  The 
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The  killing  remembrance  which  dif- 
tracted  his  mind  foon  rendered  a  malady,, 
flight  at  firft,  defperate ;  he  was  even- 
given  over ;  the  Queen  for  a  long,  time, 
withftood  the  accounts  given  by  his 
friends  of  his  fituation,  (o  deeply  had. 
his  enemies  impreired  her  with  the  idea 
that  this  was  only  a  refined  artifice  to.' 
tempt  her  to  humiliate  herfeif.  Never- 
thelefs,  by  one  of  thofe  pafiicnate  emo- 
tions with  which  nature  fometimes  over- 
reaches the  moft  elaborate  finefies  of  art, 
fhe  fuddenly  determined  to  afcertain  his 
real  fituation,  by  fending  her  own  phy- 
fician  to  vifit  him.: — The  report  of  that 
gentleman  convinced  her  of  its  danger — 
he  was  ordered  to  watch  over  the  Earl 
with  the  moll  anxious  care ;  and  even  to 
hint  to  him  that  every  diftindion  would 
be  reftored  with  his  healdi. — But,  alas! 
fympathy  itfelf  had  no  longer  any  charms 
for  him,  and  the  prefence  of  Lord  South- 
ampton feemed  the  only  relief  his  fate 
admitted.  That  amiable  Nobleman,  no 
lefs  fenfible  of  the  mutual  calamity  than 

his 
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liis  friend,  had  not  the  Hime  reafons  to  buiy 
his  affli(5lion   in    filence. — Repeated   mel- 
fengers  were  lent  aUke  to  Cumberland,  and 
.the  port  you  embarked  from,  ladies :  thofe 
who   returned  from  the  latter   only  con- 
firmed the  fears  which   had  hitherto  fluc- 
tuated— they  informed  the  lover  and  the 
:  hufband,    that   the   wife    of  the   Captain 
mourned   for  him    as    dead,  nor    was    it 
doubted   but  that  the  crew  and  paffengers 
were  alike  vidlims  to  a  ftorm  fo  fudden 
and  tremendous.     The  active  and  enliv- 
lened   foul  frequently    exhaufts    its     mofl 
acute    fenfations    by    anticipation. — Cer- 
tainty could  not  add  to  the  grief  occa- 
fioned  by   furmife;  and  the  extinguifhed 
hopes  of  the  friends  gave  them  alike  up 
to  that  cold  and  fullen  defpair,  which  is 
lithe  worft  of  all  dates,  becaufe  frequently 
iiincurable.     Thofe  late  hopes  the  Queen 
.'Was  wiUing  to  revive  her  dying  favorite 
■with,    made    not    the     leaft     imprefTion 
jonhim;  and  the  Cecils  learnt  with  fur- 
jprife,    that,    neither    their    views,     their 
jcondudb,     nor    even    his    own    difgrace- 
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ful  imprifonment,  any  longer  touched  Lord 
Eflex ;  nay,  that  not  even  his  recovery 
was  able  to  revive  thofe  habits  of  enrerprize 
the  v/orld  were  taught  to  think  hitherto  un- 
controulable.  His  friends,  on  the  contrary, 
bleft  the  fkilful  phyfician  who  prolonged  a 
life  fo  valuable,  and  faw  with  the  happieft 
hopes,  that  thofe  romantic  flights  in  his 
charafter  liis  enemies  had  almoft  wrought 
up  to  his  ruin,  v/ere  at  once  extin- 
guifhed  ;  leaving  it  without  any  other 
diftinftion  than  a  melancholy  fweetneis 
which  rather  turned  liis  thoughts  toward 
philofophy  than  war.  The  people,  ever 
naturally  difpofed  to  fide  with  the  unfor- 
tunate,  cried  out,  that  he  was  the  inno- 
cent vi(flim  of  the  Cecil  party  ;  who  by 
fome  odious  (Irokes  of  policy,  added  po- 
pularity to  their  deprefied  rival,  in  dimj- 

•nifhing  their  own Elizabeth  herfeU 

could  no  longer  fupport  the  idea  that  the 
man  Cnc  ftill  loved  was  obfcurely  break- 
ing his  heart,  while  yet  in  the  flower  of 
youth,  in  an  unmerited  and  difgraceful 
prifon. — She  yielded  to  the  information  of 

the' 
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the  phyfician  that  my  Lord's  amending 
health  required  air,  and  lent  him  her  permif- 
lion  to  retire  to  any  of  his  feats  in  the  coun- 
try; but  forbad  him  to  attempt  appear- 
ing in  her  prefence  :  a  reftriftion  perhaps 
more  agreeable  to  Lord  Eiiex^  than  herfelf, 
co\.ld  (he  have  feen  the  defolate  fituation  of 
mind  in  which  he  departed. 

From  the  country  he  addrelTed  a.  letter 
of  thanks  to  the  Queen,  which  difplayed 
at  once  his  eloquence,  gratitude,  and 
languor :  in  truth,  the  latter  gained 
ground  daily  in  his  charadler.  Lord  EiTex 
tvas  born  capable  of  uniting  in  his  per- 
son every  various  and  generous  purfuit, 
iiad  fortune  allowed  it,  but  not  even  he 
'vas  equal  to  living  without  one. — I  fre- 
quently trembled  at  beholding  his  gloom 
.nd  inanity.  Wholly  withdrawn  from  the 
phere  in  which  he  had  hitherto  moved,  and 
he  pleafures  he  had  once  enjoyed,  the 
ude  fociety  of  his  neighbours,  and  the 
)oifterous  amufements  the  country  afford- 
|!d,  rather  offended,  than  employed  an  en- 
■ghtened  and  fufceptible  heart.  He  wan- 
dered 
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dered  all  day  in  the  woods  alone,  and 
returned  every  evening  fpent  and  unre- 
frefhed,  only  to  recover  animal  ftrength 
enough  to  enable  him  to  pafs  the  morrow; 
in  the  fame  melancholy  manner. 

In  this  fituation  I  fancied  a  folfe  hope 
could  not  add  to  his  danger,  and  might 
perhaps  roufe  thofe  aftive  Faculties  every 
hour  feemed  more  and  more  to  abforb. 
"I  one  day  ventured  to  repeat  to  him  an 
imaginary  dream,  tending  to  prove  that  you 
■ftill  exifted.— Not  even  the  firmed  mind 
can  refift  the  fubtle  attacks  of  fuperftition 
when  labouring  under  depreffion. — His 
foul  fo  eagerly  adopted  the  fi<flion  of  my 
train,  that  I  was  a  thoufand  times  tempted 
to  acknowledge  it  to  be  fuch,  but  dared 
not  venture  to  fhev/  him  I  had  played 
upon  his  wounded  feelings.  Revived 
with  the  moft  vague  and  diftant  hope,  he 
impatiently  drove  me  away  on  a  fearch 
my  own  foul  foreboded  to  be  fmitiefs. 
I  even  debated  after  I  fet  out,  whether  I 
Ihould  not  loiter  out  the  appointed  time  in 
■.England  till  I  could  decently  return  from 

my 
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n^y  imaginaiy  peregrination,  when  a  dream, 

more   pointed   and    fingular   than   that   I 

had    feigned,    awakened    in   myfelf  thofe 

hopes  I  had  communicated  to  my  Lord,  and 

led  me  from  ille  to  iile  enquiring  for  you  : 

tut  I    will  not    call    it    a    dream,  fince 

farely  the  event  proves  it  a  vifitation. — 

I  Oh,    gracious   God  !    what  joy    will    my 

return  pour  into  the  hearts  that  now  ach 

,  for  either  !  How  pure  will  be   the  fatif- 

fadion    derived  from   their    acknowledg- 

trments  !*' 

1  During  tins  long  recital,  my  tumul- 
tuous  feelings   purfued  my  love  through 

.(.every    defperate    fituation. My    woe- 

iftruck  heart  hardly  dared  to  breathe, 
jtill  finding  him  at  laft  free  and  well, 
j.it  gave  a  deep  figh,  and  refpired  with- 
iout   pain.      ElTex   infulted,    endangered, 

jiimprifoned  : 1     caft   my    eyes   round 

ii  thofe  gloomy  walls,  I  fo  late  thought 
■i:my  prifon,  and  raifmg  them  to  heaven, 
:  adored  the  power  who  there  confined  me, 
,,1  unconfcious  of  the  confiids  I  could  not 
uhave  fupported.  Ah,  ElTex  !  what  were 
ithe  v/arring  elements,  the  midnight 
Vol.  III.  K  wreck. 
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^- wreck,  the   long,  long  folitude,  the  dire 

/aincertainty  1  had  fo  bitterly  bewailed,  to 

the  fingle  idea  of  feeing  thee  one  moment 

at  the  mercy  of  Elizabeth,  one   moment 

in  the  power  of  thy  enemies !     And  yet, 

f  jr  me  thy  generous  foul  loft  all  fenfe  of 

*'''^even  thefe  infli<flions ;  pride,  vanity,  and 

°-*^' grandeur,    in  vain  alfailed   thee:    a  true 

"'"and  noble  pafTion  beat  unalterably  at  thy 

heart,    condenfmg    in   one    favorite    for- 

'*'row,    thofe   mighty  powers,    which  once 

"'fulfilled  every  various  and  adive  duty  of 

humanity. 

But  this  was  not  a  time  for  im- 
-  palTioned  reveries.  Lady  Southampton 
recalled  my  attention  to  the  pre'fent  mo- 
^'ment ;  and  we  employed  it  in  inform- 
ing Tracey  of  the  name,  charadler,  and 
fituation,  we  had  thought  it  prudent  to 
aflume,  as  well  as  thofc  of  our  hoft. 
Scarce  was  he  m.after  of  thefe  important 
particulars,  ere  the  Laird  of  Dornock 
returned,  and  broke  in  upon  us  with  an 
abruptnefs  and  anger  he  took  no  pains 
to   difguife.     The    light    of   an   Engli(h 

oficer 
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'yifofficer  a  little  abated  his  wrath.     Tracey, 
■    according  to  the  plan  we  had  agreed  on 
incalled  Lady  Southampton  his  fifter,  and, 
jjn -with  every  teftimony  of  gratitude  for  the 
^7';hofpitable   ihelter   our   hofl  had  fo   long 
>r  given  us,  offered  a  recompenfe  dill  more 
ijpftgreeable  ;  with  which  happily  he  had  had 
J3L  the  forecaft   to   provide   himfelf. — While 
^yj.'the    Scot  flood  irrefolute    refpeding   his 
'    iinfwer,  the   wary  Tracey   turned   to   us, 
and,    in   an   authoritative   voice,  faid,  he 
(liuft   anfwer   to  the   Queen   for   his   ab- 
sence, did  ir  exceed  the  appointed  time ; 
and    therefore,     we     mufl    quickly    take 
leave  of  our  friends,  and  haften  our  de. 
parrure  for  England.     This  decilive  fpeech 
increafed    the    perturbation     and     difap- 
i'^'^jpointment  already  obvious  in  the  features 
1  '^ 'of  our  hoft;  neverthelefs,  our  going  was  to 
i  ^"^  him  fo  unforefeen  an  event,  that,  not  beino; 
'•^'"able  to  find  a  fufficient  reafon  for  detain- 
f^^ing  us,  he  tacitly  confented  to  it. 
'»^<^    My  heart  bounded  at  the  unhoped-for 
'^^  liberation,  and  I    would   have  failed  that 
'"'bioment,  defpite  of  wind  and  tide;  but, 

/3' :r. 
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as  the  Tailors  declared  this  impoffible,  our 
departure  was  delayed  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. Whether  the  various  incidents  of 
the  day  accelerated  the  hour  appointed  by 
-nature,  or  that  Lady  Southampton,  con- 
trary to  her  own  idea,  had  reached  it,  I 
know  not ;  but  llie  was  feized  at  midnight, 
with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  fuf- 
fered  fo  feverely,  that  her  life  was  de- 
paired  of.  In  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing 
day  llie  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  confole  myfelf  for 
the  long  delay  this  event  muft  necelTarily 
occafion,  by  the  pleafmg  idea  that  the 
partner  of  my  fate  was  not  prematurely 
divided  from  it — in  truth  her  vexation 
was  fo  great,  that  I  was  reduced  to  ftifle 
my  own,  left  I  fhould  contribute  to  her 
illnefs. 

The  fate  which  hope  yet  gilds,  though 
but  from  the  verge  of  the  horizon,  is 
never  quite  infupportable.  We  found, 
in  the  prote6lion  of  Tracey,  and  the  idea 
of  rejoining  the  world,  to  which  he  feemed 
our  immediate  link,  the  means  of  be- 
guiling  many   a   tedious  hour ;  nor   was 

this 
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this  confolation  fuperfluous ;  for  the  Laird 
of  Dornock  became,  from  the  moment 
of  Tracey's  arrival,  more  fullen  and  im- 
penetrable than  ever. — Self  was,  in  him, 
the  prevailing  principle.  Early  invefted 
with  that  bounded,  but  abfolute,  autho- 
rity, which  oftener  produces  and  flielters 
tyranny,  than  a  more  extenlive  field  of 
aftion,  he  had  hitherto  known  no  oppo- 
fition. — How  often  has  a  blind  paffion 
warped  the  noblefi  natures  !  nor  was  it  per- 
haps unnatural  that  he  fliould  ftretch  his 
prerogative,  to  retain  in  his  hands  a  lovely 
and  beloved  woman,  over  whom  he  could 
claim  no  right. — Long  inured  to  fear, 
fufpicion,  and  anguiih,  they  readily  re- 
turned to  their  throbbing  habitation,  my 
heart.  I  often  fancied  I  read  murder 
written  in  dark,  but  legible  lines,  on  the 
knit  brow  of  our  hoft ;  and  though  Tracey 
flept  only  in  an  outer  chamber  clofc  by  us, 
fcarce  could  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  he  was 
fuffered  to  reft  peaceably  there,  or  yet  lived 
for  our  protedlion  :  neverthelefs,  I  ftrove  at 
times  to  rejed  thofe  black  chimeras  a  live- 
ly imagination  perhaps  too  readily  adopted. 
K3  Th<^ 
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The  Laird  of  Dornock  no  longer  inter- 
fered widi  uSj  or  our  fate;  neither  did 
he  withhold  from  us  the  company  of  his 
filler. — That  fvveet  girl,  new  to  fociety, 
with  a  romantic  happinefs  peculiar  to 
youth,  gifted  every  objeft  widi  her  own; 
graces  and  virtues :  impreffed  at  once 
with  the  merit  of  Tracey,  flie  transferred 
to  a  heart  which  could  deferve  it  the 
paifion  I  had  unwarily  infpired,  nor  was 
her  fecond  choice  unpropitious.  Tracey, 
whofe  foul  had  expanded  in  a  camp,  was 
vet  to  learn  the  inconceivable  charm  of 
love :  it  took  full  poffefTion  of  him. 
With  a  fweet,  though  fad  pleafure,  I 
witneifed  pure  and  innocent  vows,  which 
continually  reminded  me  of  thofe  days, 
when  like  Phoebe,  I  looked  enraptured 
on  the  varied  landfcape  of  life,  yet  glow- 
ing with  the  early  beams  of  hope  ;  un- 
confcious  of  the  fliowers  which  often 
would  fall,  the  heavy  nights  which  muft 
wholly  obfcure  it.  Tracey,  no  lefs  de- 
limited than  his  miftrefs,  no  lon2:er  haften- 
ed  his  departure  to  England,  and  looked 

ado- 
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ajflonlflied   that   we    did    not   find    every 
j    charm  of  exiftence  m  this  difmal  exile. 

I,    however,    anxioufly    waited,    with 
I  Lady  Southampton,  for  the  day  when  her 
recovered  health  Ihould  enable  us  to  de- 
part.— It   came  at  length,  and    we   were 
eagerly  preparing  for  the  voyage,    v/hen 
the   Laird  of  Dornock  fent  us  an  order 
to  read,  by  which  the  King  of  Scots  im- 
powered  him  to  detain  us.     I  know  not 
any  fhock,  of  all  fate  had  impofed  on  me, 
I    ever   felt  more   lenlibly  :  neverthelefs, 
I  I   had  prefence  of  mind  enough  to  ob- 
ferve,  by  the  date  of  this  order,  that  it 
had   been   obtained  during   the   confine- 
ment   of    my    friend.     The    difappoint- 
ment    and    defpair  this    incident    occafi- 
;  oaed,  was  only  alleviated   by  the   recol- 
;  leflion  that  in  abufing   the   authority   of 
I  the  King,  to  indulge  an  unworthy   incli- 
:  nation,  the  Laird  of  Dornock  had  made 
I  himfelf  refponfible    to    the    laws    of  his 
I  country  for  our  fafety,  by  admitting  that 
Ifuch  perfons  were  in  his  cuflody.     Tra- 
I  cey  gave  him  notice  of  this  immediately  ; 
;and   though    he   m.oderated    his  rage  in 
K  A  con- 
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confideration  of  the  fair  Phoebe,  he  warned 
the  Laird  of  Dornock  to  treat  us  nobly y, 
as  he  would  anfwer  it  to  his  own  King,, 
and  the  Queen  of  England,  in  whofc; 
name  we  fhould  foon  be  demanded.  To; 
this  indignant  vaunt,  for  in  truth  it  wasi 
no  better,  the  haughty  Scot  coldly  anfweredjt 
''  that  he  fhould  take  his  chance  of  in-i 
curring  an  old  woman's  anger,  whoi, 
perhaps  had  already  refigned  all  hen 
rights  to  his  mafcer."  Tracey  could  noi 
longer  controul  the  feelinsrs  of  his  2;e-t 
nerous  foul,  and  replied  with  acrimony.* 
The  Laird  of  Dornock  bade  him  profits' 
by  the  occafion-,  and  be  gone  im.medi-; 
atelv,  if  he  did  not  m.ean  to  be  in-* 
eluded  among  the  prifoners.  There 
^vanted  only  this  ftroke  to  confummate: 
our  wTetchednefs,  and,  however  reluc- 
tantly we  refigned  our  only  friend  and  pro- 
tedloi'.  Lady  Southampton  joined  me  in* 
urging  him  to  go  :  till,  over-ruling  all 
his  objeftions,  we  haftened  him  alone  inta 
a  bark,  which  an  hour  before  we  feemed 
to   fee    ourfeives   in.     He  comforted  us^: 

with 
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with  the  alTiirance  of  foon  returning,  be- 
ing fully  perfuaded  the  King  of  Scots 
.would  never  authorize  fo  unjuft  and  illegal 
(a  procedure,  when  once  the  whole  cir- 
cumftance  was  impartially  ftated  to  him. 
I  fighed,  at  remembering  I  knew  him  bet- 
tter ;  but  as  an  explanation  at  that  mo- 
ment was  vain,  I  urged  not  the  un- 
':bounded  influence  of  the  fair  Mabel, 
'throug;h  whofe  illicit  connexion  with  the 
King  this  order  had  doubtlefs  been  ob- 
tained. How  indeed  Ihould  that  Monarch 
[be  convinced  of  a  remote  act  of  injuilice. 
'who  even  at  the  moment  of  com.mitting, 
jit,  was  wronging  every  moral  and  religi-- 
^us  duty  ?  The  man  who  once  volunta- 
rily errs,  mufc  either  be  weak  or  vicious  ; 
in  the  firfh  inftance,  he  refigns  himfelf  up 
A.0  the  paffions  of  others,  in  the  latter  to  his 
)OVsm ;  and  in  either  cafe  fcarce  ever  re- 
covers the  narrow  but  even  boundary  of 
ivirtue. 

It  was  not  by  fuch  means  I  hoped  for 
freedom — ah,  no  !  my  views  all  pointed  to- 
ward the  lover  to  whom  my  heart  like  the 

needle 
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needle  ever  vibrated,!  though  far  divided. 
— Let  Eflex  be  once  informed,  fighed  I — 
let  him  once  know  where  to  find  me,  and  11 
he    would  crols  the  globe  to  eniure  my:l 
Ikfety.     When  the  chagrin  of  this  trying 
moment    abated,    I    called   to  mind   the 
infinite   relief  the   viiit    of     Tracey    had 
given  our  fpirits,  and  the  change  it  had 
made   in   our   fituation,  by  acquitting  us 
of  thofe    petty    obhgations    M'hich   always  ] 
humihate  a  noble  mind,  unlefs  it  finds  a  i 
congenial  one  in  the  beftower.  '  \ 

I  foon  oblerved  that  the  Laird  of  Dor- 1 
nock  had  not  courage  to  profit  by  thei 
bafe  injuftice  he  had  committed.  The  . 
fubiervient  fituation  Tracey  had  placed  hinif  i] 
feif  in,  whenever  we  were  prefent,  and  the  0 
profound  deference  with  which  he  obeyed  'i 
our  every  wiili,  neither  agreeing  with  J 
the  rank  we  avowed,  nor  the  regimental  he  ': 
wore,  a  vague  idea  of  myllery  had  taken  ■ 
polTefHon  of  our  hoft's  mind,  which  wanted  ■: 
vigor  and  adivity  to  attempt  developing  i 
it.  Confcious  too  late,  that  he  had,  ia  i 
reieahng   Tracey,  fct  a  fpy  on   his  owja 

conduL% 
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.jiQilKluft,  he  vainly  regretted  tlie  timi- 
iky  which  prevented  liis  detaining  him. 
j(fc!,neverchelefs,  at  intervals,  ftill  talked 
f:^ilove  to  Lady  Southampton,  oflering 
:);  buy  a  return  by  imaginary  worlds  of 
i-'Sa.ith  :  for  to  us,  accuftomed  to  elegance 
Msd  luxury,  all  his  pofleffions  appeared 
ibl  a  gaudy  poverty.  As  thefe  oftenra- 
aaus  and  abfurd  offers  were  one  day 
■tode  in  my  prefence,  I  could  not  but 
5ike  fome  notice  of  them  ;  he  filenced  me 
iowever,  by  replying,  that  I  muft  be  cau- 
•iGus  how  I  exerted  a  fpirit  fo  likely  to 
SHtke  him  transfer  his  attachment,  and  be 
^tcbfied  with  protefting  one  of  the  two ; 
'itfice  I  could  neither  think  fo  ill  of  his 
sifcernment,  or  my  own  beauty,  as  to 
Idlieve  him  the  dupe  of  my  difguife.  As 
c.iwas  the  firft  time  a  doubt  on  the 
'nbjctl  had  ever  tranfpired,  my  confu- 
aon  gave  him  a  full  conviction  :  I  could 
tot  recover  myfelf  fufficiently  to  reply  for 
Eome  moments :  at  length  I  told  him 
Mt  he  had  gueffed  the  only  part  of  our  fe- 
°'ct  which  did  not  lie  too  deep  for  his  know- 
:  ,  ledge  ; 
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ledge ;  neverthelefs,  that  all  he  haddifcovei- 
ed,  was  but  the  leaft  part  of  the  myftery 
and  finally  that  the  day  which  informer 
him  of  our  names  and  rank,  would  ca 
him  to  a  fevere  account,    if  his  condu(5 
were  in  the  leaft  unworthy  either  of  us  o 
himfelf. — I  boldly  added,    that  the    oni: 
thing  ever  wanting  to  ourfafety,  was,  to  liav 
the  Court  of  England  informed  of  our  afy, 
lum,  and  now  that  was  by  Tracey's  mean 
afcertained,    we  were    not  without   nob 
■friends  to  claim  us.      The   grandeur 
air  natural  to  me  when  infult  roufed  m 
pride,  aftoniilied  and  awed  the  Laird 
Dornock;  his  mind  laboured  with  vague  an 
indiftind:  apprehenfions;  and  as  ail  attemp 
at  diving  into  a  fecret  locked  up  folely  i 
the  hearts  interefted  in  retaining  it,  mi^ 
be  vain,  he  half  repented  having  exerte 
an    unjufti liable   influence,    he  could   r^ 
longer  hope  to  profit  by. 

Lady  Southampton  acknowledged  hi 
obligations  to  my  firmer  fpirit  ;  ar 
both  having  no  farther  reafon  to  affc 
fubordination,  refumed  the  habits  of  rar. 
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]\6.  diftin6lion ;  hiring  domefliics  of  our 
wn  till  the  moment  of  enfranchifement 
lould  arrive. 

Heartily  weary  of  us  both,  I  often 
lought  the  Laird  of  Dornock  meditated 
ropofmg  to  releafe  us ;  and  while  I  was 
(tie  day  infenfibly  guiding  him  to  that 
'ilhed-for  point,  an  order  from  Court 
as  delivered  into  his  hand.  Convinced  that 

would  liberate   us,    I    call  an   eye   of 

iumph  on  him,  v*'hile  he  opened  it ;  and 

,w    his    countenance     confefs    the    fame 

lea ;    but   a  moment    caiifed    a    vifible 

lange  in  it.     He  read  the  order  aloud, 

id  we  found  with  inexpreflible  aftonilh- 

lent,  that  it  contained  the  ftridiefl:  charge 

)  guard  his  Englifh  priibners,  as  he  would 

'ifwer  it  to  his  King  :  yet  with  all  due 

'feference. — I  eagerly  caught  at  this  arti- 

!e,  without  feeming  to  notice  the  firft, 

hich  neverthelefs  funk  deep  in':o  my  heart ; 

or  was  his  infenfible  to  the  latter. — The 

*Lcarinefs   and  difguft  he    had   begun   to 

idiilge,    increafed ;    and    his    pride    re- 

Dlting    at    the    idea  that   his  caftle   was 

ecome  a  (late  prifon,  and  himfelf  only  a 

2  jailor. 
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jailor,  he  felt  every  way  irritated,  iiii 
miliated,  and  offended.  No  human  be 
ing  fubmits  to  power  with  lb  ill  a  grace.u 
the  man  who  has  unjuftifiably  exerted  it 
and  when  its  reftriftions  fall  heavily  on  fuch 
mere  retribution  becomes  in  effedl  a  fe 
ver^e  revenge. 

A  tedious  interval  had  again  elapfec 
v/ithout  any  news  from  England.  Th 
tender,  timid  Phcebe  often  perfuade 
herfelf  that  her  lover  had  never  reajchedh 
and  the  fmguiarity  of  finding  ourfelve 
apparently  forgotten,  fometimes  iiicline( 
-my  friend  and  felf  to  unite  with  her  in  tha 
opinion — yet,  how  many  other  cmic 
might  we  reafonably  affign  for  the  neglei 
—  caufes,  (o  much  more  affli6ting,  that'W 
recalled  our  thoughts  to  the  ifie  for  con 
folation. 

Whether  the  infinite  variety,  the  etei 
nal  tranfitions  my  own  life  had  ahead 
afforded,  inclined  me  to  hope  on;  o) 
whether  the  inceflant  prayers  I  addreffe 
to  him  who  alone  could  relieve  me,  'en 
dued  my  mind  with  fortitude,  I  cannot  {ky 
but,  I  certainly  daily  difcovered  in  it'W 

fourc* 
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Sources  hitherto  unknown.  Every  paffing 
hour  feemed  to  refine  and  fettle  its  powers 
•and  perceptions,  till  thofe  turbulent  paffions, 
which  of  late  rufhed  like  a  catarad:  through 
my  frame,  now,  with  a  gentle,  health- 
\  ful  current,  gave  rrxorion  to  my  pulfes. 

We  learnt   from  Phcebe,     that  .many 

'letters   came  from    Mabel   to    her   elder 

brother,  the  contents  of  which  he  fo  cau- 

tioufly  concealed,  as  made  it  obvious  we 

■  were  their  fubje<fl.     This  news  only  con- 

I firmed  us  in   the  belief  that  Tracey  had 

i  reached  England  fafely ;  and   afforded  us 

iiit  the  fame  time  the  flattering  idea,  that 

l:ibur   friends  were  anxioufly   labouring   to 

Sirfeeover  us ;  however  their  progrefs  might 

bbe  impeded  by  obflacles,   we  could  nei- 

ddter  guefs  at,  nor  decide  upon  :  nor  were 

!thefe    fuppofitions    vain.      An    order    at 

dejigth    arrived   that  we   fiiould  be  deli- 

f-lfered  to  the  officer  who  (hould  prefent  its 

(COunter-part.     Oh,  what  joy,  v/hat    gra- 

iiikude,    what   anxiety,   did   this   profped: 

.of,  a   deliverance    afford   us !    From    the 

idftwn   of  the   morning   till    night  black- 

lenaed  the  ocean,   did    one    or   the    other 

uiuk  ..  watch 
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watch  with  eager  expeclation  the  pr9- 
mifed  vellel. — V/e  beheld  it  at  laft,  auci 
hardly  could  Elfex  liimfelf  have  been  more 
welcome  to  my  eyes. 

Tracey  once  more  landed,  and  glad 
was  the  greeting  on  all  fides. — He  pre- 
iented  each  of  us  letters — deai-  and 
precious  charafters  !  my  ibul  poure,c 
through  my  eyes  when  I  again  beheld  them ' 
With  laviih  tendernels  Efiex  hailed  my 
.  fecond  refurreftion,  and  vowed  to  iliew  lik 
fenfe  of  the  bleiiing  by  an  impHcit  fub- 
miffion  to  my  will. — "  You  fnali  no 
more  ■  complain  of  the  terrors  of  a  camp, 
my  love,"  continued  he ;  "  I  turn  for  evei 
from  the  bloody  fcene, — A  court  no  ioji- 
ger  has  any  charms  for  me  :  infpired 
with  jufter  fentiments,  alive  to  purer 
pleafures,  in  your  heart  and  my  own  will  I 
henceforth  look  for  the  wayward  ilraggler, 
happinefs.  I  am  no  longer,  my  fweet  Elli- 
nor,  the  Effex  you  have  known  !  I  arr 
become  an  abfolute  ruftic,  a  mere  phiio- 
fopher.  With  you  I  will  abjure  thi 
world,  and  in  fome  fohtary  fpot,  devo« 
jaiyfelf  to  love  and  the   fciences.      Oh 

fhu 
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ftiut  your  heart,  like  me,  my  love,  to  the 

paft,   and  look  only  towards  the   future. 

^  I  wait  with  impatience  the  news  of  your 

tife  arrival  in  Cumberland,  and  date  from 

'  that. day  our  happinefs." 

Thefe  words   were   to  my  foul,   what 
the  balmy  breath  of  fpring  is  to  the  frozen 
\  earth  :   tlie  winds  at  once  ceafe  to  blow, 
;  die  fnow  fmks  into  her  bofom,  the  buds 
•;  fiut  forth  their  verdure,   and  nature  for- 
gets Ihe  has  fuffered. 

Tracey  came  fraught  with  gifts  rather 
'^  fiaited  to  the  fpirit  of  the  donor,  than 
Hhat  of  the  accepter;  yet,  they  opened 
';  the  heart  of  the  Laird  of  Dornock,  v/ho 
!  liflened  to," the  avowal  of  Tracey 's  love 
\  without  repugnance  ;  and  at  length  pro- 
\  tnifed  him  his  fifler,  if,  at  the  expiration 
'  of  two  years,  his  rank  in  the  army  en- 
\titled  him  to  claim  her. — The  tears  of 
*  (die  young  lovers  for  ever  cemented  thofe 
.  Vow^s  his  will  thus  authorized,  Joy  hav- 
.  ing  difpoled  my  heart  to  receive  the 
"  foft  impreffions  of  every  gentle  paffion, 
■  epctinguifhing  all  that  were  not  fo,  I  re- 
it,  Vol.  III.  I-i  meif- 
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tnembered,  with  aftonilhment,  the  moment 
when  I  readily  adopted  the  ambitious 
proje(fts  of  ElFex. — Rank,  riches,  glory, 
what  are  ye  ? — Gay  ornaments  which  lend 
fplendor  indeed  to  felicity,  but  which  only 
incumber  and  weigh  down  the  foul  when 
ffcruggling  with  the  waves  of  misfortune  : 
gladly  we  lighten  ourfelves  of  fuch  ad- 
ventitious goods,  and  grafp  in  tranquillity 
and  love,  the  unenvied,  but  rich  effence 
of  all  our  fortune. 

In  hfe,  as  in  profpeds,  we  can  long 
•enjoy  only  a  bounded  view ;  and  all 
which  prefent,  either  to  the  mind  or  eye, 
a  multiplicity  of  objeds,  however  great 
or  beautiful,  overftrain  the  faculties,  and 
deftroy  the  pleafurc.  Rejeding  at  once 
every  gaude  vanity  delights  in,  from 
the  diftciht  throne,  and  the  mighty  mul- 
titude, ready  perhaps  in  turn  to  condud: 
me  to  it,  my  foul  called  forth  the  beloved 
individual,  and  feating  him  at  my  fide  in 
a  fafe  and  humble  folitude,  afked  what  we 
fhould  lofe  by  the  change  ? — lofe  !  Ah  ! 
father  what  might  we  not  gain  ? — How 

fweet 
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i  fweet  was  it  then  to  find  that  Lord  Effex 
ji  himfelf  at  length  cheriihed  ideas  wholly 
'  fimilar;  that,  wear^-of  war,  ambition,  envy, 
iind  all  the  turbulence  of  life,  in  renouncing 
the  court  of  Elizabeth,  he  left,  with  the 
power,  the  with  of  poflefling  it  ! — That 
:  time,  folitude,   refleftion,  difappointment 
itfelf,    had    rather    refined    than    extin- 
'  -^uiihed    his    tafte,   which   thus  regained 
its   true  bias  :  feeking  in  the  powers   of 
the  mind,  and  the  impulfes  of  the  hearf, 
j  jif  happincfs  not   to   be  found  on  earth, 
.  kthen  thofe  fources  fail  to  fupply  it. 
1  (■   In  leaving  for  ever  the  dreary  fcene  of 
1  fey  exile,  I  could  be  fenfible  of  only  one 
I  itegret  :  but  flattering  myfelf,  that  Tracey 
1  ^Oiild  ere  long  reflore  the  fwcet  Phoebe 
!  m  my  friendlliip,   I    foon   dried   up   thfe 
vtears    due    to   the   floods   that   charming 
^irl   befl:owed   upon   eur   parting.      The 
irapid  motion  of  the  veflel  bore  no  pr"6- 
rportion   to   my  impatience  ;  vv'henever    i 
ieoked,  that  detefl:ed  ifle  was  rtill  in  view  ; 
'i-  thpup-ht  we  iliculd  never  lofe  light  ol  it, 

,   W    ;  "   -  L    2  Oh-' 
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Oil !  how  I  anticipated  the  fweet  re- 
pofe  which  awaited  us  in  the  green  foH- 
tudes  of  Cumberland  !  I  flattered  myfelf 
■that  ElFex  would  ah-eady  be  there  ;  though 
Tracey  affured  me,  fpies  ftill  followed 
his  fteps,  from  which  only  a  long  con- 
firmation of  his  peaceful  intentions  could 
relieve  him. 

At  length  the  pleafant  fliorc  of  Eng- 
land was  defcried  ;  welcom.e  to  my  heart 
was  the  fhout  which  proclaimed  it !  Our 
very  fouls  fhot  through  our  eyes  once 
more,  to  hail  our  native  country.  Wc 
found  at  the  port,  fervants,  and  every 
accommodation  that  might  render  our 
journey  eafy.  Ah  !  how  beautiful  was 
that  journey  ! — a  thoufand  various  objefts 
of  limple  majefty  united  to  form  one 
perfed  whole  ;  and  a  new  delight  fhole  on 
every  fenfe,  as  we  >vound  through  vary- 
ing vallies  embow^ered  by  hanging  woods, 
which  were  refledted  in  many  an  expanfe  of 
vater,  and  dim  fhadowed  at  intervals  by 
mountains  whofe  arid  heights,  defied  the 
fun  they  fecmed  to  f.veli  to.  ' 

Fax- 
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Far  in  thefe  green  labyrinths  we  came  at 
once  upon  the  Caftle  from  whence  I  now 
.write. — It  is  in  faft  only  an  elegant  ruin, 
f  nd  might  rather  be  termed  the  refidence 
pf  the  anchorite,  Solitude.  In  tearful  glad- 
nefs  the  fair  owner  threw  her  arms  round 
my  neck,  and  blefl  the  power  which  per- 
mitted us  at  lad  to  reft  here. 

From  this  antique  manfion  do  I  date 
my  narrative  ;  and,  in  arranging  it,  feek 
only  to  fill  up  thofe  hours  yet  unbleft 
with  the  prefence  of  him  born  to  fill 
every  future  one.  Dear  Lady  Pembroke, 
I  cannot  exprefs  to  you  the  divine  repofe 
■\vhich  huflies  at  laft  my  overworn  faculties. 
.-—I  look  back  with  won'der  on  all  the  paft 
griefs,  the  mortal  conflicts,  my  Hiattered 
frame  has  contended  with.  So  pure,  fo  per- 
fect, is  now  my  grateful  tranquillity,  that  it 
feems  proof  even  againft  misfortune  it- 
felf. — No  m.ore  fhall  my  beating  heart — 
my  burning  brain — but  why  {"hould  I  re- 
Tert  to  fuch  difmat  recolledions  ? 
o.r  Embofomed  in  the  maternal  arms  of 
nature  ;  fafc  in  the  obfcure  and  fblitary 
^^  L  :  (itu- 
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fituation  of  this  ivied  afylum,  here  my 
affrighted  foul,  like  a  feared  bird,  faindy 
folds  up  its  weary  wings  !  delights  to  be 
ajone,  and  joys  in  mere  fafety.  I  think. 
I  can  never  be  happy,  be  grateful  enough, 
and  while  my  heart  exhaufts  itfelf  in  eiir 
joyment,  I  ftill  call  on  it  for  ebullitions  to 
Vv'hich  it  is  unequal.  Pride,  paffion,  va- 
nity, all  the  grofl'er  particles  of  my  na- 
ture are  at  once  exhaled,  and  every  pure, 
every  fecial  virtue,  unfolds  and  blolToms 
to  the  vernal  fun,  forerunning  even  the 
fnow-drop. 

Oh  !  that  radiant,  glorious  luminary  ! 
how  new  to  me  feems  its  influence  ! — 
Dark  have  been  the  films  through  which 
I  have  hitherto  viewed  it.  Pardon,  my 
darling  friend,  thefe  flights  of  fancy  :  how 
playful  does  the  mind  grow  v/hen  at  peace 
v/ith  itfelf  ! 

Hafhen,  generous  Tracey,  haften  to 
my  love,  and  inform  him  of  our  arrival- 
But  is  not  Tracey  already  gone  ?  Oh  ! 
haften  then,  my  Eiiex  ;  quit  that  bufy 
fcene,  where  virtue  inceflantly  hovers 
on  the  verge  of  a  precipice  a  thoufand 

ready 
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rready  hands  would   plunge   her  over,-^ 
■partake  with  me  the  deep  repofe  of  this 
•Ibhtude — no  longer  heed  Elizabeth  her- 
rrifelf ;  not   even   her  power  can  reach  us 
,here.     Nature's   gigantick   phalanx,    im- 
paflable   mountains   prefent   their   formi- 
^dable  fummits  in  long  array,  overawing 
:every  inferior  guard ;  while,  in  their  vi- 
vid hollows,  happinefs  repofes  on  the  bo- 
^fom  of  her  mother,  Nature. — Oh  !    come 
?then,  and  in 

"  J  life  exempt  frmi  pnlUc  haunty 
,*'  Find  tongue i  in  treeSj  booh  in  the  runu-ngjrreaniiy. 
*'  Scrrnons  injtoncs-y  and  good  in  every  thing." 


A  thunder-bok  falls  on  my  brain  !' 
Avenging  heaven,  why  does  it  not  wholly 
fpllt  it  ?  Tried — fentenced — condemned 
.if— while  I,  entombed  in  a  now  detefted. 
folitude,  gaily  dreamt  "of  endiefs  happi- 
nefs.— Oh  !  let  me  once  more  rufli  madly 
into  the  world,  overwhelm  my  agonized 
L  4  feni£5- 
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fenfes  with  the  lliouts  of  armies — the 
groans  of  the  dying — fountains  of  blood 
— rivers  of  tears — find  if  poffible  a  hoi> 
ror  in  nature  may  eounteraft  that  now 
raging  in  my  foul. — The  wreck  of  the 
viniverfe  alone  can  equal  .it. — But  let  me 
give  the  ruin  fcope — wherefore,  where- 
fore, fhould  I  wifh  it  lelTened — Oh  !  Lady 
Pembroke  ! 

LADY    PEMBROKE    WRITES. 

The  trembling  hand  of  the  fi-iend  laft 
invoked,  takes  up  the  pen  to  finifh  the 
woes  of  a  fair  unfortunate,  who  will  ne- 
ver more  be  her  own  hiflorian.^ — Alas,  they 
had  now  reached  their  climax. 

The  eccentric  turn  of  mind  which' 
made  the  fweet  Ellinor  form  a  plan  fo 
extraordinary  as  her  fuppofed  death  and 
burial,  excited  an  aflonifhment  in  me^ 
its  artfal  execution  alone  could  increafe. 
Neverthelefs,  the  regular  purfuit  of  a 
Imgle  idea  was  far  from  perfuading  her. 
friends,  that  her  intellcfls  had  recovered 
their  tone,  or  equalitv. 

When. 
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When     this    heart- breakiag    narrative 

came  to  my  hands,  I  could  not  but  ob- 
1  ferve  that  the  fweet  miftrefs  of  Effex  had  a 
rvery  partial  knowledge  of  his  charafter, 
'  or     information    of    his     aflions. —  Elefi: 

with  the  mod  equitable  and  generous  heart 
.  that  ever  adiuated  a  human  bofom,  that 
I  nobleman's  virtues  often  took  a  falfe  color 
'  from  the  felfifh  views  of  thofe  who  once 

found  the   way  to    it.     Credulity  was  fo 

much  liis  fault,  that  even  his  enemies  pro- 
I  fited  by  it,  whom  he  always  ceafed  to 
•  confider  as  fuch,  the  moment  they  deign- 
■  ed  to  deceive  him  with  a  falfe  proteftation 
':  of  regard — In  faft,  the  lenity  of  his  na- 
]  ture   continually   counteracted    that    am-- 

bition,  which  was  its  only  vice  ;  and  ir- 
;■  radiated  his  character  with  the  milder  glo- 
;ries  of  humanity  ;  a  luftre,  more  fort,  pure> 
1  and  lafting,  than  mere  conquefb  can  beftow~. 
I  Neverthelefs,  the  early  habits  of  power 
land  diftindion  had  feized  on  his  affeftions, 
land  even  his  love  co-operating  with  that 

indulged  foible,   they  increafed  together. 

The  daring  projed  he  had  formed  was 

no 
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no  way  unfeafible,  had  he  managed  it 
widi  addrefs  :  for  he  pofleffed  the  hearts 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  a  few  envious  in- 
dividuals excepted.  But  art  was  unknown 
to  Effex  ;  and  thofe  his  fuperiority  of- 
fended, were  proEcients  in  that  fcience  :. 
unhappily  too,  they  were  fo  immedi- 
ately around  the  Queen,  that  they  could 
convert  the  fufpicions  flie  fometim.es  en- 
tertained of  his  conduft,  into  certainty. 
Yet  fo  rooted  was  her  love  for  this  un- 
fortunate favorite,  that  it  long  contended 
with  that  Ihe  bore  herfelf;  and  tears 
of  ill-judged  fondnefs  have  often  abforbed 
the  bitternefs  his  enemies  would  have 
wrought  to  his  ruin.  Such  a  weaknefs  alone 
could  induce  a  fovereign,  wife  and  experi- 
enced like  Elizabeth,  to  delegate  a  power 
fcarce  inferior  to  her  own,  into  the  hands 
of  a  Nobleman,  valiant,  popular,  and 
afpiring.  In  confenting  to  Elfex's  com- 
mand in  Ireland,  the  Queen  made  an; 
abfolute  facrifice  of  her  own  inclination 
(which  was  only  gratified  when  he  was 
near  her)  to^  his  ;  or,  perhaps,  in  effed;, 

both 
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f 'both  unconfcioufly  yielded  ta  the  fecret 
■i  policy  which  invariably  fought  to  fepa- 
li  rate  them. — Convinced  (lie  had  bound 
i  him  to  her  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,. 
':  honor,  and  confidence,  how  muft  fo  high 
'.a  fpiric  as  that  of  Ehzabeth  be  fhocked, 
•^  wounded,  ?ind  irritated,  to  fee  her  favorite 
5  loiter  away  his  days  ina6lively  in  Ireland, 
■■  reg-ardlefs'  ahke  of  her  admonitions,  and 
"  the  cenfures  of  the  people  ! — Infenfibly 
'1  flie  imbibed  the  prejudices  of  the  Cecil 
\  family,  the  inflexible  enemies  of  the. 
-^  Earl ;  to  whom  llie  fubmitted  the  govern- 
i  ment  of  tlie  ftate,  lefs  from  any  efteem  for 
H  their  talents,  than  the  latent  defire  of 
'•:  piquing  the  negligent  EfTex,  to  whom: 
:■.  they  were  equally  obnoxious.  Time  con- 
'i  firmed  to  the  Cecil  fadtion,  the  influence 
''  they  at  firft  owed  folely  to  refentmento- 
^  The  wearifome  fupinenefs  of  the  Lord 
i  Deputy  was  at  once  fucceeded  by  a 
ifufpicious,  and  myfterious  conduct.  His 
\  fecret  treaties  with  the  arch-rebel,  Tiroen, 
I  the  anonymous  captive  who  feduced 
'i  him  into  thefe — all  was  reported  with  ag- 
gravation 
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gravatioii  to  Elizabeth.     The  refentmeiit 
occafioned  by  tlie   error  of  his  condud:> 
was  doubled  when  (he  knew  that  of  his 
heart  :    jealoufy    took    full    poirelllon    of 
hers,  and  flie  determined  to  make  him 
feverely  fenfible  of  her  po-wer;  but  fhe 
was  told  it  was  not  fafe,  at  that  period,  tQ 
recall  him.     Obliged  for  the  firft  time  in 
her  life  to  controul  herfelf,  and'  meditatf 
how   to    get   him    again  into  her  power, 
her    tem.per   became   abfolutely   intolera- 
ble.    Her  Ladies  preferved  a  melancholy 
filence,   fiive  the  artful  few  won  over  iq 
foment,  and  profit  by,  her  irritated  paf- 
fions.      The  fate  of  Eiiex  feemed  wholly 
to  depend  on  the  event  of  a  war,  hitberw 
iinprofperous ;  when  to  the  afhoniihment 
alike    of   friends    and    enemies,    without 
performing  any  confiderabie  exploit  which 
might  fecure  him  a  welcome,    the   Earl 
pofled    fuddenly   home,     and     prefented 
himfelf  before  Elizabeth,  with  the  daunt- 
lefs  air  of  unblemiflied  innocence.     Whe- 
ther the   furprife   of  the  moment   really 
revived   that   powerful   pafiion   of  whic}^ 

hf 
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flie  had  fo  long  been  the  objcft,  or  whe- 
jtther  fear  for  her  life  made  her  dilTemble 
''  the  bitternefs  and  rage  fwelling  at  her 
!  'heart,  is  a  circumftance  which  never  reach- 
•  cd  my  knowledge.  It  is  certain  the  Queen 
I  deceived  him  gracioufly,  and  liftened  to 
ra  very  imperfeft  and  incoherent  defence 
itof  his  conduct.  They  parted  friends  ; 
sand  EiTex  inftantly  giving  way  to  that 
credulity,  which  fo  often  made  every 
( talent  art  and  nature  could  unite  in  his 
J  perfon  abortive,  confidered  himfelf  as 
leffedualiy  re-eftablifhed  in  her  heart, 
I  and  indulged  all  the  exultation  fuch  a  tri- 
i  umph  over  his  enemies  could  not  fail  to 
t'Gccafion. 

What  a  thunder-ftroke  then  was  his  im- 
,  mediate  difgrace  !  a  difgrace  he  could  not 
r  but  impute  to  his  own  imprudence  ;  fince 
■  In  returning  without  advice,  he  had  deliver- 
i'-€d  himfelf  voluntarily  into  the  hands  of  his 
p enemies.  To  the  mortification  of  a  Ions: 
hand  humiliating  imprifonment  was  (hortly 
.after  fuper-added  a  killing  grief,  in  the 
^fuppofed   lofs   of  the   beauteous   Ellinor. 

ke- 
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Refigning  himfelf  to  a  fiillen  and  filent 
defpair,  Eiiex  no  longer  condefcended  to^ 
offer  Elizabeth  any  further  vindication  of 
his  conduct,  nor  co-jld  be  perfuaded  ta 
make    the    leaft    fubiniflion.     This    con*i 
cuflion    of    feelings,    however,    fliiveredj 
his  animal,  no  lefs  than  his  mental,  fyf-, 
tern.     A   fever  followed,  which  foon 'rofe> 
to   a  dangerous  height.     Obflinately  re- 
jecling  all  medical  advice,  he  declared  a 
thoufand  times  that  he  wilhed  only  to  die  :■ 
nor  had  the  wifh  been  vain,  but  that  the 
Queen,  unable  v/holly  to  fiibdue  the  fenti- 
ments  of  tendernefs  which  had    fo    long 
reigned  in  her  heart,  fent  her  own  phy- 
<fician  to  attend  him,  with  offers  of  peace 
and  pardon.     The  defperate  ftate  in  which 
:he  found  the  Earl,  was  faithfully  reported 
to  Elizabeth  ;  who,  touched  to  the  hearty- 
hefitated  whether  fhe  fiiould   not  revive 
him  by  an  immediate  vifit  ;  fo  hard  will 
it   always    be  to   counteraft   by    political 
mancEuvres    the    genuine   impreffions    of 
nature.     The  Cecil  party  fuddenly  found 
'tliemfelves   on   the    brink   of  ruin  ;    andi  ft 
2  every 
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'every  argument,  fear,  pride,  or  prudence, 
.could  fuggeft,  was  enforced  to  delay  this 
interview.  Elizabeth  yielded  to  the  pow- 
erful combination  of  reafons  in  that  in- 
[lance,  but  could  not  deny  herfelf  the 
pleafure  of  correfponding  with  Lord  Ef- 
fex  as  he  grew  better ;  and  foon  fuffered 
lim  to  vindicate  his  conduft  :  nay,  even 
:ondefcended  to  reproach  him  with  the 
anknown  lady  who  had  fo  fatally  influ- 
enced it.  To  this  perplexing  hint,  he 
j  replied,  his  grief  alone  muft  anfwer ; 
jind  the  melancholy  tenor  of  his  life  fo 
jcxadly  agreed  with  this  declaration,  that 
Lhzabeth  preffed  no  farther  into  a  fccret 
t  was  plain  the  grave  now  veiled  :  ra- 
her    feeking  by   kindnefs    to    invigorate 

mind  ill-fortune  had  borne  too  hard 
ipon. 

It  was  now  the  fliining  time  in  the  life 
f  EfTex.  The  purple  torrent  of  fuc- 
efsful  war  had  hitherto  fwept  away,  or 
tank,  thofe  fweet  humanities,  thofe  focia:! 
liiirtues,  time  at  length  brought  to  light  in 
!le  vale  of  adverfity. — Endued  with  elo- 

( -  . .  quence. 
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quence,  tafte,  fcience,  fenfe,  and  fenfibiiity, 
he  now  rellgncd  himfelf  to  the  charms  of 
philolbphy,  poefy,  and  the  mathematicks : 
innocent  and  tranquil  refources,  to  which 
the  mind  muft  ever  turn  when  difap- 
pointed,  if  bleft  with  powers  capable  of 
rcliihing  them.  The  Cecils  never  thought 
Effex  more  dangerous.  Age  and  infir- 
mity now  made  Elizabeth  anxious  for 
peace  abroad,  and  tranquillity  at  home, 
and  there  wanted  only  a  meeting  be- 
tween her,  and  the  altered  Earl,  to  re- 
eilablifh  him  in  her  favor  :  but  that 
meeting  his  enemies  entered  into  a  league 
to  prevent  ;  a-nd  began,  by  winning  Eli- 
zabeth's phyfician  to  order  the  Earl  of 
Effex  into  the  country.— An  artifice  fo 
refined  as  his  liberation  was  not  immedi- 
ately difcovered  to  be  policy  by  any  party  ; 
and  the  Queen  lulled  into  a  belief  that 
flie  could  honorably  receive  him  v/hen 
he  fliould  return,  fuffered  him  to  depart 
without  an  audience. 

Wearied   of   wars,    camps,    and    poli- 
tical jealoufies,  and  difcufTions,  the.melau- 

cholj 
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choly  Effex  defired  in  freedom  only  the 
fblitude    he    found ;     when    Tracey    re- 
turned   with    the    aftonifhing    news    that 
the    miftreis  he  ftill    adored    yet   exifted. 
■ — Fatal  news  to  his  future  repofe  ! — The 
.  impoffibility  of  openly  claiming   Ellinor, 
■|  revived  with  his  paflion  all  his  dangerous 
"land    precarious     projefts. — Every     other 
'(effort    to   obtain    her   was   made   without 
ifuccefs,    ere    he    fecretly   applied    to   the 
I  King  of  Scots  ;  who  always  knew  his  own 
i  intereft  too  well  to   grant  any  favor  with- 
out   having    fecured   an   adequate  return. 
James  ardently  defired  to  be  nominated  as 
the  faccellbr  of  Elizabeth  by  herfelf,  and 
had  not  fpared  bribes,  promifes,  or  flat- 
tery, to  intereft  thofe  around  her  whom 
he  thought  likely  to  influence  her  choice. 
The    unhoped    overtures     of    the     man 
whofe  courage  and.  ambition  James  moft 
"feared,  was  a.  circumftance  of  importance. 
'".Uninformed  of  the  real  name  or  charac- 
ters of  the  prifoners  Lord  Eflex  fo  eagerly 
Idefu'ed  to  recover,  the  King  of  Scots  fent 
Ithe  Laird   of  Dornock   notice   to    guard 
Ithem  more  ftridly.     The  impetuous  tem- 
*  Vol.  Ill,  M  per 
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per  cf  Eiiex  made  him  always  refigii  to 
the  prevaihng  object,  every  other  intereft : 
but  a-  treaty  Uke  this  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  fo  fecretly  as  to  efcape  the  fuf- 
picious  eyes  of  the  minifters.  With 
what  mahgnant  joy  did  they  fdently 
watch  its  progrefs  till  the  moment  when 
its  publication  would  inflame  the  Queen 
to  their  wifhes  ! 

Eflex  now  once  more  thought  it  his  In- 
tereft to  be  bufy,  admired,  and  popular  :  he 
relapfed  into  all  his  old  habits,  and,  hav- 
ing won  the  Queen's  permiffion,  returned 
to  London.  Far,  however,  from  pro- 
fiting by  this  indulgence,  to  re-inftate 
himfeif  in  her  favor,  he  remained  entirely 
at  home ;  throwing  open  his  doors  to  all 
impoverifiied  officers,  and  clergy,  among 
whom  a  number  of  fpirited  adventurers 
appeared,  whofe  lavilh  praifes  feemed  to 
render  his  popularity  greater  than  ever. 

Elizabeth,    with   difguft,    beheld    him    \ 
jtiTume  the  diftinftions  fhe  perhaps  intended   | 
once  more  to  beftow  ;  and  kept  in  filenc€ 
a  ftrid  watch  upon  his  coaduft.     By  t 
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iTefinement,  known  only  in  politicks,   his 

enemies    fcattered    among    his    partizans 

many  creatures  of  their  own,    inftruded 

■to  dive  into  ail  his  intentions,  and  fpread 

('abroad  feditious  and  treafonable  projedls, 

•as  though  intruded  by  himi'elf  with  fuch. 

This    malice    was   but   too   fuccefsful.—^ 

•  Inflated  with  the  adulation  of  misjudging 

'  friends,  the  extravagrant  admiration  of  the 

''multitude,     and  the  infidious    attacks   of 

■'liis  enemies,  the    deluded    E€ex  fprung 

fthe     mine    himfelf    by    which     he     was 

'•'-destroyed. 

\      The   mifchief  commenced   by  a  broil 

■  'between    the    Lords    Southampton    and 

/Grey;    the   laft   aflaulting  the  former  in 

fi  the  ftreet ;  and,  though  the  offender  was 

|§<  ceremonioufly    puniflied,      the    fpirit    of 

^' party   broke    out    in    a    thoufand    httle ' 

''daily  quarrels.     The  Queen,   already  per- 

1  fuaded    that   Effex,     ever    haughty    and 

ff  impetuous,    fcorned   her  power,  defpifed 

I  her    perfon,    and   only    waited    a    favor- 

*able  moment  openly   to  infult  both,  vv'as 

irritated  beyond  ail  endurance  by  the  artful 

>?  M  2  dil- 
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difcover)'-  (at  this  cruel  crifis)  of  his  fecrct 
treaty  with  the  King  of  Scots.  Its  real 
caufe  was  unknown  to  her,  and  the  of- 
fence, though  trifling  in  itfelf,  of  a  na- 
ture moft  likely  to  exafperate  a  Sovereign 
whofe  eyes  were  ever  turned  from  a  fuc- 
ceflbr  flie  refufed  to  acknowledge. 
The  difcovery  proved  decifive — Eliza- 
beth infbantly  refolved  to  deliver  her  un- 
grateful favorite  up  to  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  authorized  a  judicial  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct.  The  Cecil  party 
defired  no  more ;  for  well  they  knew, 
Eflex  would  rather  die  than  brook  the 
deliberate  indignity.  The  commiflioned 
Lords  aflembled  at  his  houfe  on  a  Sunday, 
as  the  time  when  they  fhould  be  moft 
fafe  from  the  infults  of  the  partial  po- 
pulace.— They  found  the  Earl  fuffici- 
ently  inflamed,  who,  fwearing  he  never 
more  would  become  a  voluntary  prifoner, 
ftiut  up  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  the  reft, 
in  his  own  houfe,  ruftiing  forth  armed, 
and  followed  only   by  a  few  friends  and 

do- 
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domeftics  to  claim  the  proteclion  of  the 
people. 

By  a  fatality  not  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
the  bubble,  popularity,  which  had  fj 
long  fwelled  and  glittered  before  his  mif- 
taken  eyes,  buifh  at  once,  and  left  to  him 
a  vacuum  in  nature.  The  facred  day 
'tvas  but  too  judiciously  chofen  by  his  ene- 
mies.  Without   preparation almoft 

without  a  friend,  the  unhappy  EiTex 
rufhed  through  the  ftreets  of  London, 
ji  crowded  only  with  peaceful  and  humble ' 
'  mechanics,  who  emerged  from,  every 
■1  clofe  lane  environed  by  their  wives  and 
^1  children  to  enjoy  the  weekly  holiday. — 
'  To  people  of  this  ftamp  the  gallant  Ef- 
i  fex  was  almoft  unknown — certainly  in- 
1  different;  with  ftupid  and  curious  eyes, 
Vthey  turned  to  gaze  on  thofe  warlike 
[i  fteps  none  ventured  to  follow — fteps 
's  which  bore,  the  noble  Eflex  fo  fad  to- 
^ward  ruin.  Diftrefs,  however,  only  in- 
•(creafed  his  defperation,  and  the  citizens 
1  being  fpirited  into  making  an  inefFeflual 
effort  to  prevent  his  return,  a  fiiirmini 
M  3  enfued. 
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cnfued.  The  amiable  Tracey  had  the 
fate  he  defired,  and  fell  at  the  fide  of 
his  Lord  ;  who,  even  in  this  cruel  mo- 
ment, dropt  a  tear  on  a  youth  fo  beloved. 
Fame,  honor,  happinefs,  nay,  even  life, 
were  fleeting  faft  from  Eifex  ;  and  however 
carelefs  of  thefe  goods,  friendrhip  ftill 
afferted  her  rights  over  his  feelings — In 
compafhon  to  the  few  generous  adherents 
who  mud  have  fallen  in  his  caufe,  had 
he  longer  refifted,  the  Earl  ax  length  fur- 
rendered  his  fword. 

All  was  now  over  with  this  admired, 
?nd  erring  favorite. — Imprifoned  in  the 
Tower  he  had  ample  leifure  to  rc-con- 
fider  the  events  which  brought  him' 
there. — The  defertion  of  the  people  had 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  reaHties  of  life.— • 
He  too  fenfibly  found,  that,  while  he  minif- 
tered  to  their  necefiities,  their  pride,  or 
their  pleafures,  the  multitude  could  rend 
the  air  with  acclamations  ;  but  that  the  mo- 
ment a  claim  is  in  turn  made  on  their 
feelings,  they  always  become  cold,  tor- 
pid, and  inanimate.     He  perceived  with 

vain 


THE    RECESS,    &c.       167 

vain  regret  that  he  had  been  duped  into 
this  outrage  on  the  laws  of  fociety,  by 
the  mancEuvres  of  his  enemies,  no  Icfs 
than  the  creduhty  of  his  heart.  But  Lord 
ElTex  was  not  formed  to  profit  by  thele  hu- 
miliating difcoveries ;  they  imprefled  a 
nature  fo  generous,  only  with  the  deepeft 
difguft. — He  was,  however,  confoled  with 
remembering  that  felf-prefervation  was 
the  fole  motive  for  his  daring  attack, 
and  that  no  ad;ion  of  his  life  had  vet 
violated  the  duty  he  had  fworh  the 
Queen.  He  refolutely  prepared-  himfelf 
to  meet  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  and 
only  lamented  the  friendfliip  which  involv- 
ed the  generous  Southampton  in  his  fate  ; 
who  fliared  without  regret  the  prifon  of  a 
friend  fo  dear. 

The    Queen,    meanwhile,    experienced 
every  emotion   fuch  a   painful   contrariety 

of  paffions   muft  neceffarily  occafion. 

The    imprifonment     of   her   favorite,  .as 

iifual,  feemed  to  cancel  his  offence  :   but 

he  was  now  beyond  her  jurifdidion,  and 

■  the   viftim   of  the  laws.      She    had   un- 

M  4  happily 


i68        THE    RECESS,    &c. 

happily  furrendered    him   up    to    them, . 
and  robbed  hcrfelf  of  every   prerogative 
but  that  of  pardoning ;  a  prerogative  llie 
feared  fo  high  a  fpirit  would  never  folicit 
her    to   exert. — -She   regretted,   too  late,, 
having  driven  him  to  fo  dangerous  an  ex- 
treme, and  while  his  fare  was  yet  uncer-- 
tain,    fuffered  more,  perhaps,   than  he  did 
in  its  completion. 

The  friends  of  the  Earl,  perfuaded  that 
no  kind  of  influence  would  be  fpared  to 
bring;  him  to  the  block,  were  unanimous 
in  intreating  him  to  win  over  the  Qiieen 
by  an  early  repentance  and  fubmiflion  : 
but  they  knew  not  the  grandeur  of  the 
heart  they  would  have  humbled.^ — Born 
to  diftinguifli  himfelf  moft  •  eminently 
when  outward  diflinftions  wei'e  with- 
drawn, it  was  then  only  Effex  feemed 
to  ufe  his  better  judgment.  "  Can  any 
one  call  himfelf  my  friend,"  would  he  in- 
dignantly exclaim,  "and  yet  wifli  me  poorly 
to  petition  for  an  obfcure,  an  ignominious 
life  ?  What !  to  pine  away  the  flower  of 
manhood  in  infamy  and  folitude  !  fhunned  . 
by  all  yet  unfligmatized  by  public  jiiftice, 

and 
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and  fhunning,  in  turn,  the  exalted  cha- 
racters 1  dare  no  longer  emulate. — Shut 
lip  with  thofe  tormenting  companions, 
my  own  thoughts,  till  led,  perhaps,  by- 
del  peration,  to  inflict  that  fate  upon  my- 
felf,  I  have  meanly  evaded  receiving 
from  the  law. — No,  my  friends,  I  am  en- 
thralled here  as  a  traitor — if  proved  one, 
lit  is  fit  I  expiate  my  -crime  ;  and  if  ac- 
quitted I  know  the  value  of  a  life  ven- 
tured hitherto  only  for  my  country." — — 
'Neither  arguments,  or  intreaties,  could 
fhake  his  refolution  ;  and  he  heard  with 
unequalled  firmnefs  that  public  {en- 
tence,  from  v/hich,  he  ftill  periifted,  there 
was  no  appeal.  Jn  vain  every  dear  and 
iaffedting  image  was  pourtrayed  in  the 
ftrong-eft   colours  before   his   active   ima- 

O 

gination. — From  that  of  the  woe-ftruck 
'Ellinor,  liberated  too  late,  and  weaving  in 
la  difliant  folitude  a  thoufand  fairy  bow- 
ers for  love  and  happinefs  to  dwell  in — 
from  her  alone  his  nature  flirunk.  "  You 
may  wound  my  heart/*  would  he  fighing 
fay,  *'  through  every  vein  ;  but  my  reafon 
is  dill  inflexible,  nor  is  even  that  fweet 

creature 
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creature  an  argument  for  my  fiibmitting 
to  difgrace.— -No  !  when  I  railed  my 
eyes  to  thee,  dear  ElHnor,  my  confcious 
foul  beheld  in  itielf  ail  that  could  indtle 
me  to  mate  with  thee. — I  cannot  refolve 
to  look  up  even  to  the  woman  I  adore.— ^ 
Better  flie  (liould  weep  me  dead,  than 
fecretly  deipife  me  while  yet  exifting.— * 
Pure  and  precious  will  be  the  tears  that 
fall  upon  my  grave,  but  never  could  I 
behold  one  which  would  not  fecretly  re- 
proach me. Leave  me,  my  friends, 

to  my  fite  ;  honor  has  hitherto  been  the 
invariable  rule  of  my  conducft,  nor  can  I 
nov/  adopt  another." 

From  the  moment  the  condemnation 
of  Effex  reached  the  Queen,  peace  and 
reft  were  ftrangers  to  her. — The  chofen 
of  her  heart  was  now  the  viftim  of  the 
laws,  and  that  heart  muft  bleed  through 
his,  unlefs  he  could  be  induced  to  throw 
himfelf  on  her  mercy.     A  thouland  emif- 

faries   aflured  him  of  a  ready  pardon- 

a  word,  a  wafii,  would  have  obtained  it. — 
To  thefe  he  ever  replied  with  the  fime  col- 

lefted 
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lecled  air,  "  that  had  tlie  Queen  earlier 
fliewn  him  this  indulgence,  his  life  had 
never  come  within  the  cenlure  of  the  law  ; 
but  as  even  her  utmoft  bounty  now  could 
ojily  prolong  to  him  the  liberty  of  breath- 
ing, he  was  wiUing,  as  well  for  her  fafety 
as  in  fubmiffion  to  his  fentence,  to  refign 
a  privilege,  which  had  been  a  bur- 
then the  moment  it  became  his  only  one.'^ 
An  anfwer  thus  calculated  to  touch  the 
moft  indifferent  heart,  dabbed  that  of 
Elizabeth  :  yet  as,  unafked,  to  grant  him 
a  pardon,  would  ftamp  her  declining  life 
with  inexcufable  weaknefs,  flie  under- 
went every  hour  the  moft  trying^  con- 
flifts. 

Ah  !  why  do  I  fay  the  moft  trying  ? 
alas,  there  was  a  fair,  and  forlorn  one, 
buried  in  Cumberland,  who  more  than 
died  when  this  cruel  intelligence  reached 
her.  As  the  fentence  of  Effex  extended  to 
his  friend  Southampton,  the  relations  of 
the  latter  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  his 
wife,  hoping  flie  would  arrive  in  London 
time  enough  to  folicit  his  pardon  of  the 

Queen. 
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Queen.  The  melTenger  found  the  un- 
fortunate Ladies  buoyed  up  with  lafety, 
folitude,  and  many  a  gentle  hope. 
When  the  approach  of  horfes  echoed 
through  the  remote  valley,  no  other  emo- 
tion was  excited  in  either,  than  the  fond 
and  latent  flutter  ariling  from  the  idea 
that  it  might  be  one  or  both  of  the  con- 
demned Earls. — How  terrible  was  then 
the  tranlition  in  their  minds,  when  fully 
informed  of  their  defperate  fituation  ; 
and  bereft  of  every  refource  expected 
mifery  fupplies  !  The  unhappy  wife  of  I 
Southampton,  engroiied  by  her  own  fliare 
in  the  aliiidion,  obferved  not  its  deep, 
its  deadly  effed:,  on  the  intellefts  o^  her 
equally  fuffering  friend  ;  till  the  ftupe- 
faftion  of  EUinor  became  intenfe,  and 
obvious,  and  the  evil  irremediable. 

The  human  mind,  even  w^hen  moft 
elevated,  is  not  equal  to  the  influence  of 
two  oppofing  paflions — a  facrifice  muft 
be  made,  and  friendfliip  yields  to  love. 
Lady  Southampton  pofted  away  with 
unremittino;  dilicrence,  intruftins:  her 
^  .  friend 
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ir 

I  friend  to  the  care  of  faithful  fervants,  who 
i  were  direfted  to  bring;  her  forward  more 
leifurely. — The  deep  gloom  of  the  fweet 
Ellinor's  mind,  in  the  coiirfe  of  the  jour- 
ney, gave  way  to  a  vague  and  irregu- 
;l  lar  gaiety  ;  but  as  this  had  fometimes 
j  forerun  her  recovery,  fo  might,  it  then, 
1  had  fhe  been  furrounded  with  fuch  perfons 
as  knew  her  difpofition. — Thofe  who 
had  her  ^in  charge,  uninformed  of  her 
1  ^iiame,  fituation,  and  wounded  i'pirit,  could 
!)  not  reafonably  be  expedied  to  guard  againft 
Ji  events  they  could  not  pofhbly  forefee. 
:  It  happened,  one  day,  that  while  they 
''  were  refting,  EUinor  caft  her  eyes  upon  an. 
'1  extenfive  building,  full  in  fight,  and  her 
;  wandering  imagination  called  .  it  Kenil- 
j"  >vorth. — An  officious  attendant  informed 
^  nertit  was  Fotheringay  Caftle.-r-She  wildly 
I  ftirieked,  fhretched  forth  her  arms  expref- 
.1  iively  towards  the  fatal  manfion,  then  tear- 
1  ing  thofe  lovely  trefles  once  before  de- 
\  voted  to  her  calamity,  and  fcarce  grown 
t  to  their  ufual  luxuriance,  threw  herfelf  on 
!  the  ground,  and  relapfed  into  total  in- 
1  fknity. 
!■   ^         '  But' 
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But  when  Lady  Southampton  entered 
the  prifon  of  her  Lord,  upon  v/hofe  ach- 
ing bofoni  (he  poured  forth  all  her  griei 
and  paffion,  his  diflurbed  friend  found 
every  fibre  of  his  heart  wrung  ;  and  turn- 
ing a  fearful,  eager  eye  toward  the  door, 
felt  a  horror  not  to  be  exprelled,  at  finding 
no  one  followed  her. — The  afflifled  wife 
wanted  prefence  of  mind  to  conceal  a 
truth  which  confummated  the  fate  of 
Effex — a  truth  fo  terrible,  that  fain  would 
he  have  believed  it  invented  by  his  friends 
to  reconcile  him  to  his  fentence. — Con- 
rinced  at  length — "  now  indeed  do  I 
feel  the  weight  of  my  bonds — now  indeed 
am  I  a  prifoner,"  would  he  exclaim. — "  Oh* 
Elhnor,  matchlefs  EHrnor,  that  I  could 
Hy  to  thee  t  recall  once  more  that  un- 
equalled foul,  which  always,  like  a  fright- 
ened bird,  forfakes  its  home  when  milery 
hovers  over  it. — Thou,  thou,  haft  broken 
a  fpirir  equal  to  every  other  affliction — 
thou  haft  made  a  coward  of  me — to  faVe 
"thee,  my  love,  I  could  almoft  refolve, 
poorly  to  condition  for  a  difgrace^^l 
ife,    aad    v,'iii\    to    furvive    my    lionor." 
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)1  Perfuaded  that  his  prefence  would  have  the 
i  fame  effed:  it  once  before  took  at  St. 
^  Vincent's  Abbey,  he  pafiionately  foli- 
j  cited    to    fee    her. This    fingie    idea 

feized  upon  his  mind — it  even  became 
^  his  folemn  requefl; — his  dying  wifh. — In 
;;  the  hopelefs  fcate  of  her  diforder  the  ef- 
l  fed   of  their  meeting  was  dreaded   only 

on  his  account  ;  but  as  intreaty  and  ar- 
,  gument  proved  vain,  his  friends  at  length 

refolved  to  yield  to  his  paffionate,  his  only 
i  felicitation.     The  day  was  now  appointed 

for  the  execution  of  Effex,  and  the  par- 
;  don  of  Southampton  granted,  which  alone 
ihe  defired  ; — as  all  his  friends  were  freely 
^  admitted  to  his  perfon,  there  was  no 
i  ^difficulty  in  leading  thither  the  darling  of 
i  his  heart,  in   the  habit  of  a  youth,  ac- 

<  companied   by   Lady   Southampton. 

'  Worlds  could  not  have  bribed  me  to 
1^  witnefs  fuch  an  interview. — -Ah,  deareft 
J  Ellinor  !  were  thofe  fenfes  they  fo  eagerly 
(  defired  to  reftore  to  thee,  in  reality  a  lofs  ? 
J  How,  had  they  been  perfect,  wouldefh 
•1  ihou  have  fupported  the  trying  fcene,  ex- 
z        _^      -  piring 
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piring     love,     and     officious    friendililp, 
dragged  thee  to  witnefs  ? — How  wouldeft 
thou  have  fixed  thine  eyes  on  the  gloomy 
tower,    or   thofe   guarded    gates    through 
which  thy  lover  muft  fo  Toon  be  borne, 
but  never  more  fliould  pafs  ? — How  mult 
thy  foul  have   bled  to  behold  thofe  line 
features    a    few    hours   were    to    feparate 
•from  the  heart  which  then  gave  them  fuch 
agonized   exprelTion  !    But   that  faperla- 
tive  mifery  was  not  ordained  thee. — Re- 
tired,  beyond   the   reach   of   love   itfelf, 
were  all   the  various  powers  of  that  fuf- 
ceptible   foul  ! — Thy    vague    eyes    con- 
feffed    not   their   everlafting   objeft — thy 
ear  caught   not  his   voice — nor  did  thy 
bofom   anfwer   with    a    lingle    iigh,    the 
burfts   of  grief  which   flruggled   at   that 
of  thy  lover,  ftill  exquifitely  ahve  to  every 
'human   afflidion  !     To  thee  his  parting 
foul  yet  clung  ;  and  when  his  eyes  beheld 
thee    no   longer,    they  willingly  fliut  out 
creation.     He  faw  not,  from  the  moment 
of  EUinor's  departure,  friend  or  relation  ; 
but  turning  all  his  contemplations  towards 

the 
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I  -the  awful  futurity  in  which  he  was  fo  foon 
j  .to  launch,  died  to  this  world  even  before 
'    Jiis  execution. 

On  the  night  which  preceded  that 
event,  this  b-illet,  equally  addreffed  to  my 
fifter  (with  whom  the  dear  unfortunate  re- 
fided)  and  myfelf,  was  delivered. 

"  Dear,  generous  guardians  of  the  loft 
'  angel  my  foul  yet  bleeds  over,  receive 
in  this  my  parting  bleffing  ;  and  pardon, 
:  ■  oh,  pardon,  an  incredulity  but  too  fe- 
1  verely  puniHied  by  convidlion  !  a  convic- 
;  tion  fo  terrible  as  reconciles  me  to  the 
1  death  to-morrow  will  beftow.  Yes,  thefe 
r.eyes  have  been  blafted  with  beholding 
I  the  pale  ftatue  of  my  love,  dead  while  yet 

,1  breathing — fpeechlefs — infenfate. To 

the  gathered  multitude — the  fatal  fcaffold 
— the  axe  which  feparates  foul  and  body,  I 
;  turn   for   relief  when    this    remembrance 
•  preiTes  upon  me. 

,        "  Adieu,  ye  faithful  fillers  of  the  gallant 

;  Sydney — Oh  !    if    intelligence    too    late 

^ihoiild  vifit  the  fair  form  bequeathed  to 

li  ;your    friendfnip,    widi    fympathy    foothe 

i^^^very  aching   fcnfe.^ Yet  wa-ke   no 

'       Vol.  UL^*         N  mo;-.r 
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more  to  woe  my  wor (hipped  EUinor  ! — 
Still  may  thy  pure  fpirit  llumber  in  its 
breathing  tomb,  till  that  appointed  hour 
which  at  length  unites  thee  to  thy 

ESSE  X," 
Tower. 

It  feemed  as  ,if  in  this  epiftle  he  en- 
clofed  every  lingering  weaknefs  of  mor- 
tality i  for  the  remaining  hours  of  his 
life  were  devoted  folely  to  the  duties  of 
religion. — In  the  flower  of  manhood,  at 
the  age  of  three  and  thirty,  this  envied 
favorite  refigned  every  earthly  diflindion, 
and  afcended  the  fcaffold  with  a  compo- 
fure  innocence  and  Heaven  alone  can 
beftow.  The  melting  multitude  too  late 
bewailed  to  fee  his  glorious  youth  fet  thus 
in  blood. — His  ear  caught  the  general 
murmur  of  forrow  and  applaufe  ;  he  call 
a  look  of  correded  knowledge  on  the 
fpeflators ;  then  lifting  his  eyes  to  Heaven, 
fereneiy  fubmitted  to  the  executioner  ; 
who  fevered  a  head  and  heart,  which,  had 
they  adted  in  unifon,  might  have  awed  the 
world. 

Of 
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Of  her  fo  much  beloved,  fo  generoully, 
{o  fatally  faithful,  little  more  remains  to 
■•be  faid. — Neither  time,  care,  or  medi- 
cine, ever  availed  toward  the  reftoration 
of  thofe  intelleds  which  might  only  have 
proved  an  additional  misfortune — Yet 
■even  in  this  ftate  of  infanity.  Heaven 
..permitted  her  to  become  the  inftrument 
of  a  fmgular  and  exemplary  vengeance. 

A  year  or  more  had  elapfed,  during  which 
•her   calamity  took  all  thofe  variable  and 
'-dreadful   forms   peculiar    to    itfelf. — The 
'defire  of  having   every  m.edical  affiftance 
made   me   often    bring   her   to  London  ; 
where  one  evening,  with  a  degree  of  re- 
fied:ion  and  art  fometimes  blended  with  in- 
,fanity,  flie  eluded  the  care  of  iier  attendants; 
and  well  knowing  every  avenue  of  the  pa- 
dace,  pafied  them  ail  with  u'onderful  facility. 
!-^    The  Queen  wholly  funk  in  the  chilling 
^Jiielancholy    of    incurable    defpair,     and 
/•hopelefs   age,  refigned  herfelf  up  to  the 

^influence   of    thofe   evils. Her  ladies 

were  frequently  ^^mployed  in  reading  to 
'her,    which  ■'^s     the     only    relief    her 

chagrin    admitted. One    mtniorable 

'  '  N  2  night 
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night  it  was  my  turn — Elizabeth  drimifled 
every  other  attendant,  in  the  vain  hope 
of  finding  a  repofe  of  which  flie  had  for 
ever  deprived  herfelf.  I  purfued  my  tafk  a 
long  while,  when  the  time  conlpired  with 
the   orders  of  the   Queen   to  produce  a 
filence  fo  profound,  that  had  not  her  ftarts 
now  and  then  recalled  my  fenfes,  hardly 
could  my  half-clofed  eyes  have  difcerned 
the  pages  over  which  they  wandered. — 
The   door   flew  fuddenly  open — a   form 
fo    fair — fo    fragile — fo     calamitous    ap- 
peared there,  that  hardly  durft  my  beat- 
ing  heart   call   it   ElUnor.     The   Queen 
ftarted   up  with   a   feeble  quicknefs,  but 
had  only  power  to  falter  out  a  convul- 
live  ejaculation.     I  inflantly  remembered 
that   Elizabeth    believed   her   dead,    and 
imagined  this  her  fpeftre.     The  beaute- 
ous  phantom    (for    furely   never    mortal 
looked  fo  like  an  inhabitant  of  another 
world)  funk  on  one  knee,  and  while  her 
long  garments  of  black  flowed  gracefully 
over  the  floor,  ilie  lifted  up  her  eyes  to- 
ward Heaven,  with  that  namelefs  fweet;- 
jiefs,  that  wild  ineffable  benisnity,  mad- 

nr;*5 
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TicTs  alone  can  give  ;  then  meekly  bovved 
before  Elizabeth. — The  Queen,  hearr- 
firnck,  fell  back  into  her  feat,  without- 
voice  to  pronounce  a  fyliable. — Ellinor 
arofe,  and  approached  ftill  nearer  ;  {land- 
ing a  few  moments,  choaked  and  filenu 
"  I  ance  was  proud,  was  pafTionate,  in- 
dignant,'' faid  the  fvveet  unfortunate  at- 
laft,  in  the  low  and  broken  voice  of  in- 
expreiTible  anguiih,  "  but  Heaven  forbids 
me  now  to  be  lb — Oh  !  you  who  was  furely 
born  only  to  chaftife  mry  unhappy  race, 
forgive  me — I   have   no  longer  any  fenfe 

but  that  of  farrow." Again  fhe  funk 

upon  the  floor,  and  gave  way  to  fobbings 
fhe  ftruggled  in  vain  to  iupprefs.  The 
Queen  dragged  m.e  convulfively  to  her^ 
and  burying  her  face  in  my  bofom  ex- 
claimed indiftin6lly, — ^^  fave  me — fave 
me — oh,  Pembroke,  fave  me  from  this 
ghaftly  fpedre  !"— "  Eiiex— EiTex — Ef-. 
fex  !."  groaned  forth  the  proltrate  Elli- 
nor, expreflively  railing  her  white  hand 
at  each  touching  repetition.  The  vio- 
lent fhudderings  of  the  Queen,  marked 
N  3  the. 


i82        THE    RECESS,    ^.-c. 

the  deep  effeft  that  fatal  name  took  on 
her. — "  Somebody  told  me,  contimied  the 
lovely  wanderer,  that  he  v/as  in  tlie  Tower, 
but  I  have  looked  there  for  him  till  I  am 
weary — is     there   a   colder,   fafer   prifon,, 
then  ?    But  is  a  prifon  a  place  for  your 
faijorite,   and  can   you  condemn   him   to 
the  grave  ? — Ah  gracious  Heaven,  ftrike 
off  his  head— his  beauteous  head  ! — Seal 
up   thofe   fparkling  eves  for  ever.- — Oh, 
no,  I  thought  not,"  faid  (he  with  an  al- 
tered voice. — "  So  you  hid  him  here  after 
all,  only  to  torment  me,— But  Effex  wilL 
not  fee  me  fuffer — v/ili  you,   my  Lord  ? 
So — fo — fo" — the   flow    progrefs   of    her 
eyes    round   the   room,    ihev/ed,    flie    in 
imagination  followed  his  fleps. — *'  Yes — 
yes," — added  (he,  with  revived  fpirits,  "I 
thought    that    voice   would    prevail,    for 
who  could  ever  refift  it  ? — and  only  I  need ; 
die  then,-  well,  I  do  not  mind  that — I  will. 
ileal  into  his  prifon  and  fuffer  in  his  place, 
but  be  fure  you  don't  tell  him  fo,  for  he 
loves  me — ah  !    dearly  does  he  love  me, 
but  I  alone  need  figh  at  that,  3'-ou  know." 

And- 
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And  figh  flie  did  indeed. — Oh  !  what  a 
world  of  woe  was  drawn  up  in  a  fingle 
breath  ! — The  long  lilence  which  follow- 
ed, induced  the  Queen  once  more  to  raife 
her  head — the  fame  fad  objeft  met  her 
eyes,  with  this  difference,  that  the  fweet 
creature  now  flood  up  again,  and  putting 
one  white  hand  to  her  forehead,  fhe  half 
raifed  the  other,  as  earneftly  demanding 
ftill  to  be  heard,'  though  her  vague  eyes 
fhewed  her  purpofe  had  efcaped  her. — 
*'  Oh,  now  I  remember  it,"  refumed  (he, 
"  I  do  not  mind  how  you  have  me  murder- 
ed, but  let  me  be  buried  in  Fotheringay  ;. 
and  be  fure  I  have  'uocmen  to  attend  me 
be  Jure  of  that— you  know  the  reafon.''" 
This  incoherent  reference  to  the  unpre- 
cedented fate  of  her  royal  mother,  af- 
fefted  Ehzabeth  deeply. — "  But  could 
not  you  let  me  once  more  fee  him  before  I 
die  ?  refumed  the  dear  wanderer. — Oh  ! 
v/hat  pleafure  would  it  give  me  to  view 
him  on  the  Throne  1 — Ch,  I  do  fee  him 
there  1"  exclaimed  ilie  in  the  voice  of  fur.. 
prife  and  tranfrort.  "  Benign,  majeftic  ! — 
N  4  Ah, 
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Ah,  how  glorious  in  his  beauty  ! — Who 

would  not  die  for  thee,  m)^  Effex  !" 

*■'  Alas,  never,  never,  never,  fliall  /  lee 
him  !"  groaned  forth  the  agonized  Eli- 
zabeth.  "  Me  married  to  him  !"  re- 
fumed  our  friend,  replying  to  tome  imagi- 
nary fpeech, — "  oh,  no,  I  took,  warning 
by  my  filler  !--I  will  have  no  more  bloody 
marriages  :  you  fee  I  have  no.ring,"  wildly 
difplaying  her  hands,  "except  a  black  one; 
a  black  one  indeed,  if  you  knew  all — but 
I  need  not  tell  you  that — have  I,  my 
Lord  ? — look  up — here  is  my  love — he 
himfelf  fliall  tell  you."  She  caught  the 
hr.nd  terror  had  caufed  Elizabeth  to  ex- 
tend, but  faintly  flirieking,  drew  back  her 
Ow'n,  and  furveyed  it  with  inexpreflible  hor- 
ror. "  Oh,  you  have  dipt  mine  in  blood !" 
exclaimed  flie,  '''  a  mother's  blood  !  I  am 
all  contaminated — it  runs  cold  to  my 
very  heart. — Ah,  no, — it  is — it  is  the 
blood  of  EfTex  ;  and  have  you  murder- 
ed him  at  laft,  in  fpite  of  your  dotage, 
and  your  promifes  ?  murdered  the  moil 
noble  of  mankind  !  and  all  becaiife   he 

'could 
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could:  not  love  you.  Fye  on  your  wrin- 
ikles  ! — can  one  love  age  and  uglinefs  ? — 
Oh,  how  thofe  artificial  locks,  and  all 
your  paintings  fickened  him  ! — How 
have  v/e  laughed  at  fuch  prepofterous 
folly  ! — But  I  have  done  v/ith  laughing 
now — we  will  talk  of  gjaves,  and  (lirouds, 

and     church-yards Methinks    I     fain 

would  know  where  my  poor  fifter  lies  bu- 
ried— you  will  lay  in  my  heart  perhaps — 
[it  has  indeed  entombed  all  I  love  ;  yet 
ithere  mufh  be  fome  litde  unknown  cor- 
ner in  this  world,  one  might  call  her 
,5rave,  if  one  could  but  tell  where  to 
ifind  it :  there  fhe  refts  at  laft  with  her 
Leicefter — he   was    your  favorite   too — a 

(bloody,      bloody,      diftindlion." The 

.Queen,  who  had  with  difficulty  preferved 
her  fenfes  till  this  cutting  period,,  now  funk, 
back  in  a  deep  fwoon. 

The  diftrefs  of  my  iituation  cannot  be 
£xprelled. — Fearful  left  any  attempt  to 
iummon  a  fmg;le  beino;  fliould  irritate  the 
injured  EUinor  to  execute  any  dire 
■revenge  ;    for  which  I  knev/  not  how  ilie 

was 
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was  prepared,  had  not  Elizabeth  at  this 
jundure  loft  her  fenfes,  I  really  think  mine 
would  have  failed  me.  1  recolledted  that  the 
Queen  by  every  teftimohy  was  convinced 
that  the  unhappy  object  thus  fearfully 
brought  before  her,  died  in  the  country 
long  fnice  ;  nor  was  it  wife  or  fafe,  for  thole 
who  had  impofcd  on  her,  now  to  acknow- 
ledge the  deception.  "  So — fo — fo," 
cried  Ellinor,  with  a  ftart,  "  would  one 
have  thought  it  pofiible  to  break  that 
hard  heart  after  all  ?  and  yet  I  have 
done  it — She  is  gone  to — no,  not  gone  to 

Effex." "  Let  us  retire,  my  fweet 

Ellen,"   faid  I,  eager  to   get  her  out  of 
the  room,    left   the   Qrieen   flrould  fuffer 
for  v/ant  of  affiftance. —  "  Huib,"  cried 
flie,  with  increafmg  wildnefs,  •'  they  will 
fay  we  have  beheaded  her  alfo. — But  who 
are  you  ?"   fixing  her   hollow  eyes  wift-, 
fiilly  on  me,  *^  I  liave  feen  you  lomcwherej 
ere  now,  but  I  forget  all  faces  in  gazing; 
on  his  pale  one. — I  know  not  where  I  arrt^ 
nor  where  you  would  have  me  go,"  added 
fhe,  foftly  fighing,  "  but  you  look  like  an 
angel  of  light,  and  may  be,  you  will  carry 
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im^e  with  you  to  Heaven."  I  feized  the 
bleffed  minute  of  compliance,  and  draw- 
'ing  her  mourning  hood  over  her  face, 
;  ed  her  to  the  httle  court,  where  my  fer- 
i/ants  waited  my  difmiffion  ;  v/hen  com- 
nitting  her  to  their  charge,  I  returned  to 
iwake  the  ladies  in  the  antichamber, 
Through  whofe  inadvertent  llumbers  alonCj. 
Eilinor  had  been  enabled  to  pafs  to  the 
:lofet  of  the  Queen ;  a  circumftance  which 
i|Combined  with  a  variety  of  others  to  give 
jiihis  ftrange  viiitaticn  the  appearance  of 
being  fupernatural. 

Every  comm.cn  remedy  was  tried  in 
vain  to  recover  Elizabeth,  and  the  ap- 
:iplications  of  the  faculty  alone  could  re- 
pall  her  fenfes  ;  but  the  terror  flie  had 
,sndured  (hook  them  for  ever.  Shuddering 
ywith  apprehen lions  for  which  only  I  can 
account,  fhe  often  holds  incomDrehen- 
fible  conferences ;  complains  of  an  ideal 
vifitor  ;  commands  every  door  to  be  lliut  i 
:yet  ftill  fancies  flie  fees  her,  and  orders 
-iher  to  be  kept  out  in  vain.  The  fup- 
,pofed  difregard  of  thofe  in  waiting  in- 
;cenfes   a  temper   fo  many  caufes  concur 

to 
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to  render  peeviih,  and  her  unmerited  an^ 
ger  produces  the  very  difregard  flie  com- 
plains of.  Rage  and  fear  unite  thus  to 
harafs  her  feeble  age,  and  accelerate  the 
decay  of  nature.  VVhen  thefe  acute  fen* 
fations  fubfide,  grief  an-d  defpair  take  poA 
feflion  of  her  whole  foul ; — nor  does  flie 
fuffer  lefs  from  the  fenfe  of  her  decaying  ■ 
power.  Unwilling  to  refign  a  good  111© 
is  unable  to  enjoy,  fhe  thinks  ev^ery  hand-  ' 
that  approaches,  is  eager  to  fnatch  a  I'cep- 
tre,  flie  will  not  even  in  dying  bequeath. 
Oh,  fwcet  Matilda  !  if  yet  indeed  thou 
furvivcft  to  witnefs  this  divine  vengeance, 
thy  gentle  tears  would  embalm  even  thy 
moft  mortal  enemy  !  thou  couldefc  not 
without  pity  behold  the  imperial  Eli- 
zabeth, loft  to  the  common  comforts  of 
light,  air,  nourifhment,  and  pleafure.^ 
that  mighty  mind  which  will  be  the 
objeft  of  future,  as  it  has  been  of  pad, 
wonder,  prefenting  now  but  a  breathing 
memento  of  the  frailty  of  humanity. — Ah» 
that  around  her  v/ere  aliembled  ail  thof©^ 
afpiring  fouls  whofe  wilHes  centre  in  do* 

minioa.;' 
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iminion  ;  were  they  once  to  behold  this 
jdiilinguifhed  viftun  of  ungoverned  paf- 
iion,  able  to  rule  every  being  but  her- 
jfelt,  how  would  they  feel  the  potent  ex- 
.ample  !  Ah,  that  to  them  were  added 
xhe  many  who  fcorning  focial  love,  con- 
jfine  to  lelf  the  blefiVd  aitedions  which 
.alone  can  fweeten  the  tears  we  all  are 
born  to  died  ! — Gathering  round  the 
weary  couch  where  the  emaciated  Queen 
withers  in  royal  foHtude,  they  might  at 
jonce  learn  urbanity,  and  correct  in  time 
errors,  which,  when  indulged,  but  too 
feverely  puniili  themfelves. 


SJC, 


*     ?» 


^tc  Abforbed  and  blended  in  tlie  bufy  and 
iwoful  fcenes  this  heart-breaking  hiftory 
3refented  to  my  mind — an  anxious  par- 
ttdker  in  each  fucceeding  calamity — ^^I 
^^emed  to  live  over  again  the  melan- 
choly years  we  had  been  feparated,  in  the 
^(?erfon  of  my  fifter. — My  own  misfortunes 
'-i-my  darling  daughter,  the  whole  world 
v'anifhed  from  before  mj^  eyes — deep-fixed 
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on  objects  no  longer  .exifting,  or  exiil- 
ing  but  to  double  my  aixliclion  :  I  re- 
mained almoft  the  ilatue  of  defpair  ;  every 

.fenfe  Teeming  rivetted  on  the  manufcript  [ 
I  held  ;  and  buried  in  fo  profound  a  re- 
verie, that  Lady  Arundeli  judged  it  pru- 
dent to  interrupt  it.  The  confoiatory  re* 
iieftions  her  iriendfiiip  dictated,  died  on  my 
ear,  but  reached  not  a  heart  which  deeply 
piirfued  the  fad  chain  of  ideas  thus  pre- 

Tented  to  it. — Starting  as  from  a  frightful 
fleep,  I,  at  laft,  funk  on  my  knees,  and 
raifmg  my  eyes,  with  the  manufcript,  at 
once  toward  Heaven — *'  Oh,  mighty  Au- 
thor of  univerfal  being  !"  fighed  I,  "  thou 
who  haft  lent  m.e  fortitude  to  druggie 
with  almoft  unequalled  trials,  fupport  my 
exhaufted  foul  againil  this  lad — this  great- . 

-eft. — Let  not  the  killing  idea -that  it  13. 
a    human    inflidion,    trouble     the     puq? 

Tprings  of  piety,  whence   alone  the  we^ry . 

fpirit    can    draw    confolation. Rathpr, 

ftrengthen  me  with  the  holy  belief  thatjt| 

;is  thy  vifitation  for  fome  wife  end  ordaii?)-,, 

fCd  ;  fo  l^iall  my  enemies   fleep   in  theh"- 

graves 
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graves  uncurfed,  and  my  heart  remain  in 
this    agitatied     bofom     unbroken.     Alas, 
who    knows  but  by   thy  divine    appoint- 
ment, I  may  be  at  laft  permitted  to  recall 
■ithe  fcattered  fenfes  of  this  dear  unfortu- 
nate ?    to    foothe    that    deeply-wounded, 
"that    embittered    Ipirit  !     Ah,    Ellen  ! — • 
Mh,  my  fifter  !'*  groaned  I,  deluged  at  laft 
■with  falutary  tears, — "  changed — loft — an- 
'■.nihilated  as  thou  art,  my  unaltered  affec- 
ition  muft  ever  defire  thee. — I  need  not 
inquire  whether  fhe   is  here — your  fym- 
'*pathizing,    generous    tears,     dear    Lady 
\Arundell,  inform  me  that  the  fame  roof 
ihelters  the  twin  heirs  of  misfortune." 

-*' Although     Lady     Arundell     acknov/- 
Jf^edged  that  my  fifter  was  under  her  protec- 
ition,  fain  would  flie  have  perfuaded  me 
lio  delay  a  meeting  fo  touching,  till  more 
iatle   to   fupport    it  ;    but,    deaf   to    the 
(Voice  of  reafon,  nature,   powerful  nature 
'^fferted  her  rights,   and  my  foul  obeyed 
'(her  impaffioned  impulfe.     The  deep,  the 
' :  eternal  impreffion  of  this  ao[onizing  meet- 
ing,  recurs   even   now   with   all   its   firft 
2  force* 
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force.  I  had  fliuddered  at  the  murder  of 
my  mother — I  had  groaned  on  the  coffin 
of  my  hufband — I  had  wept  a  thoiifand 
times  over  the  helplefs  infant  who  trem- 
bled with  my  bofom — but  all  thefe  terrible 
fenfations  were  combined  when  my  fad 
eyes  reded  on  thofe  ftill  fo  dear  to  me  — 
when  I  faw  all  their  playful  luilre  quench- 
ed, and  fet  in  infenfibility — when  I  felt 
that  heart,  once  the  feat  of  every  femi- 
nine grace  and  virtue,  throb  wild  and 
unconfcious  againd  o_ne  which  I  thought 
every  moment  would  efcape  from  its 
narrow  boundary. — But  let  me  quit  a 
fcene  too  trying  for  recolledion — too 
touching  for  defcription.  Oh,  EUinor — 
my  filler ! 


THE 


;a- 


THE 
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I  M  E,  which  inures  us  to  every  kind 
of  fuffering,  ac  length  ftrengthened  my 
mind  againft  the  heavy  fadnefs  imprefled 
on  it  by  the  iate  of  this-  dear  unconfci- 
ous  lufFerer.  It  was  with  true  gratitude 
and  concern  I  learnt  that  Heaven  had 
called  to  itfelf  the  amiable  and  accom- 
pliflied  fifter  of  Lady  Arundell,  who 
caught  a  cold  during  her  attendance  on 
'^"VOL,  III.  O  ^  the 
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the  Tick  Queen,  which  ended  in  a  con-^ 
lumption,  and  carried  her  off  a  few  months 
after  Ehzabeth.     Aduated   to  the  laft  by, 
the    fubUmeft   fympathy    and    friendiliip,,- 
Lady  Pembroke  had  added,  to   the  moii 
ety  -of  the  furveyor's  treafure  (which  'fhe 
had  caufed  to  be  dug  for  in  the  fpot  fpe-f 
cified)  a  fufficient  fum  to  fecure  the  dear 
unfortunate  EUinor  every  comfort  her  for- 
lorn ftate  admitted  ;   placing  with  her  Ali- 
thea,  the. favorite  maid ^he  had  fo  tenderly 
commemorated,  and  comimittingboth  to  the 
charge  of  Lady  Arundell ;  who  with  equal 
generofity  received  -fo  anxious  a  truft.     A 
virtue   thus   confummate   fandifies  itfelf^ 
and  can  receive  neither  glory  or  grace  froni 
the  gratitude  of  humanity  ;  yet  furely  th? 
incenfe  of  the  heart  arifes  even  to  heaven ! 
accept  it  then,  oh,  gentleft  of  the  Sydneys, 
although  infphered  there  ! 

The  ftrangc  and  unaccountable  differ- 
ence in  my  fifter's  opinion  and  my  own^ 
refpecting  Lord  Leicefler,  fupplied  me 
a  fource  of  endlefs  meditation  ;  yet,  aS 
:this  difference  became  obvious  only  from 

the 
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tire  time  wb  arrived  in  London,  I  could  not 

help  imputing  her  bhndnefs  to  the  fame 

caufe  (lie  affigned  for  mine. — ^Certainly  flie 

imbibed   the   unreafonable    prejudices   of 

■  Lord  Eflex ;    whofe  ambition    (however 

•fatally  expiated)   always  inclined  him  to 

diflike  a  Nobleman  born  every  way  to  fu- 

perfede  him.     I  faw  but  too  plainly  from 

'the   irritation    and   vehemence   to    which 

■her  temper  from  that  period  became  fub- 

jecl,  how  much  a  woman  infenfibly  adopts 

;of  the  difpoiition   of  him   to   whom  (lie 

igives  her  heart.     I  had  not  however  look- 

/ed  on  her  choice  with  the  contemptuous 

jofperity  with  which  ilie  regarded  mine. — ■ 

pLord  Efiex,  I  will  frankly  own,  ere  yet 

:he  rofe   into   favor,    was  gifted   like    my 

iiifter  with  every  captivating  advantage  of 

inatnrc. The    fire    and   ingenuoufnefs 

iWhich  afterwards  marked  his  character, 
Ithen  lived  only  in  his  eyes  :  and  the  cul- 
tivated underftanding  he  poiTefled,  point- 
,ed  every  glance  with  elegance  and  ex- 
preffion.  One  muft  have  loved  Lord 
Leicefter  to  fee  Eflex  with  indifference — 
ojie  muft  have  loved  him  to  the  excefs 
O   2  I  did 
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i  did  perhaps,  not  to  remark  the  attach- 
ment my  filler  now  avowed. — Innumerable 
inftances  of  it  flafhed  on  my  memory 
ivhich  I  was  aftonifhed  could  at  the  mo- 
ment efcape  me.  If  Jhe  was  indeed  more 
clear  lighted  than  myfelf — But  why  do  I 
enter  on  io  vain  a  difculTion  ? — Alas,  dear 
Eiiinor  !  beloved  Leiccfter !  1  have  no 
right  but  to  lament  ye. 

I  had  likewife  gathered  another  pain- 
ful doubt  from  the  ftory  of  my  fifter. 
England  had  gained  a  King  in  the  fon  of 
Ma'ry  Stuart,  but  her  unfortunate  daugh- 
ters muft  not  hope  to  acquire  a  brother. 
From  the  moment  I  had  been  informed 
that  mine  had  acceded  to  the  throne,  the 
tender  mother's  heart  had  fluttered  with 
the  idea  of  prefenting  to  him  the  lovely 
cirl  fo  nearly  allied  to  his  blood.  Al- 
tliough  regardlefs  of  diftlnftion  in  my 
own  perfon,  I  could  not  turn  my  eyes  on 
the  fair  daughter  of  Lord  Leiceller  with- 
out coveting  for  lier  every  human  advan- 

'tage. Unwilling  to  be  fwayed  by  pre- 

iudice,  I  feparately  confulted  with  the 
"*  ,  '  .  few 
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few  friends  fortune  had  left  me  ;  who  all 
concurred  in  giving  rhe  an  impreffion  ot 
the  King,  degrading,  if  not  contempt- 
ible. They  reprefented  him  as  national, 
vain,  pedantic,  credulous,  and  partial  : 
wanting  generofity  to  beftow  a  royal  fa- 
neral  on  the  body  of  the  royal  martyr, 
his  unhappy  mother ;  yet  daily  impo- 
verifhed  to  meannefs  by  favorites  and  pa- 
rafites.  Enflaved  by  the  imperious  fpirit 
of  a  Queen  he  neither  loved  nor  valued  ; 
and  only  endeared  to  the  people  he  go- 
verned through  the  ficklenefs  of  their 
natures,  which  are  always  gratified  by 
change.  As  thofe  who  fpoke  thus  could 
have  no  poffible  intereft  in  vilifying  or 
.  depreciating  him,  I  could  not  but  give 
fome  credit  to  their  account ;  and  made  it 
my  firft  concern  to  fee  the  King ;  anxious 
to  read  in  his  countenance  a  confutation 
of  every  charge.  How  unaccountably 
was  I  difappointed  when  my  fenfes  took 
part  with  his  enemies ! — I  beheld  with 
aftonifhment,  in  the  perfon  of  James, 
yauth  without  frefhnefs,  royalty  v,  khout 
O  ^  s;';an- 
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grandeur,  height  without   majefty an 

air  of  flyneis  and  a  iecret  lerviHty  cha- 
rafterized  features,  which,  though  devoid 
of  the  graces  of  either  diftingui(h<;d  pa- 
rent, wanted  not  regularity ;  and  a  iloop- 
ing  flouch  gait  gave  an  invincible  awk- 
wardnefs  to  a  figure  nature  had  endued 
with  fymmetry.  Ofiended  and  repelled], 
my  heart  funk  again  into  its  own  little 
manfion,  nor  claimed  the  leaft  alliance 
with  his. — I  determined  to  watch  at  lei- 
fure  his  real  character  and  conducl,  nor 
ventured  to  confide  to  his  care  the  fin- 
glc  treafure  Heaven  had  permitted  me  to- 
retain,  of  all  it  once  beftowed.  Refolved 
10  educate  my  daughter  fuitably  to  tile 
rank  Ihe  ought  to  have  held,  1  thought  it 
wife  to  bury  in  my  own  bofom,  at  leall  for 
a  time,  the  fecret  of  her  right  to  it ;  and 
the  eccentrick  turn  of  mind  every  fucceed- 
ing  day  rendered  more  obvious  in  tlie 
King,  made  me  continually  applaud  the 
moderation  and  forefight  which  had  guarded 
me  on  this  interefting  oceafion. 

F,  how- 
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J,  however,  judged  it  neceflary  to  al- 
fume  a  title  no  human  being  envied, 
or  offered  to  difpute  with  me;  and  to 
fupport  it  properly  without  encroaching 
on  my  daughter's  valuable  acquilition^,  1 
found  that  I  mufl  refolve  to  re-vifit  Kenil- 
worth  Caftle,  now  the  property  of  ano- 
ther family. — In  the  building  were  con- 
tained cabinets  fo  fecure  and  unknown, 
that  Lord  Leiceller  always  depolited  there, 
ere  he  journeyed  to  London,  fuch  pa- 
pers, jewels,  and  other  valuables,  as  he 
thought  it  unfafe  to  take  with  him.  On 
the  memorable  night  when  laft  we  quitted 
that  pleafant  dwelling,  I  had  affiftedhim  to 
place  in  the  moft  curious  of  thefe  refervoirs 
'feveral  cafkets,  for  v/hich  he  Teemed  more 
than  commonly  anxious ;  3,nd  I  added  to 
their  nuitiber,  that  containing  Mrs.  Mar- 
low's  papers,  and  the  teftimonials  of  my 
birth.  As  if  aftuated  by  fomc  fad  pre-fenti- 
ment  that  he  inould  never  more  re-vifit  this 
fpot,  my  Lord  took  great  pains  to  familia- 
rize me  to  the  management  of  the  fpring«, 
ajid  gave  into  mv  hands  duplicates  of  the 
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keys.  By  a  fingukr  chance,  amidfi  ait 
the  tranlitions  of  my  fate  thefe  keys  re- 
mained, and  feemed  continiialiy  to  re- 
mind me,  liow  important  to  my  daugli- 
ter's  welfare  it  might  one  day  be  to  re- 
cover the  cafkets. Such  a  motive  alone 

could  conquer  the  reluclance  I  felt  agairt 
to  behold  a  fbot  facred  to  the  memory 
of  a  hufband  fo  beloved.  You  will  call, 
this  perhaps,  a  childiili  v^'eaknefs,  after 
all  I  had  borne ;  but  alas,  the  mind-^ 
Feebler  and  feebler  from  every  conflict, 
fometimes  finks  under  a  trifle,  after  repel- 
ling the  more  powerful  attacks  of  ill-for- 
tune widi  magnanimity. 

Lady  Arundell,  with  her  ufual  kindnefs,. 
propofed  accompanying  me  ;  and  we  for- 
rowfully  m.eafured  once  more  diofc  miles 
which  fo  ftrongly  revived  in  my  mind  the? 
mofl  interefling  remembrances.  At  Coven- 
try we  refted  to  inquire  into  the  charader, 
of  the  prefent  owner  of  Kenilworth  Caftl^.. 
We  were  told  that  this  magnificent  man- 
fion,  which  I  had  left  fit  for  the  reception  of 
a  Sovereign,  had  long  been  in  the  hands 

af 
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't)f  a  mifer,  wliofe   avarice  had   indiieed 
him  to  {trip  it  of  its  princely  ornaments ; 
not   lefs  from    the   dcfire    of  converting 
thofe  into  money,  tlian  to  deprive  it  of 
every    charm   that   might  tempt  the  en- 
quiring traveller  to   knock  at  the  inhof- 
pitable  gate.     Yet,    even  when  this  ruin 
was  effected,  the  ftrudure  itfelf  remained 
fo  complete  a  piece  of  architedure   as    to 
^  attract  a  number   of  unwelcome  vifitors  ;, 
f  to  exclude  whom,  he  had  now   let  it    to 
fbme  manufacturers,    and  refided  himfeif 
!in    a    remote  apartment.     The    chagria- 
:this  extraordinary    revolution   could    not 
,i  but  occafion  in  my    mind,    was  increafed 
uvhen   I   recoUefted    how   hard  it  would. 
]  be,  perhaps,  to  gain  admiffion ;  and  evert 
I'when   that   was  obtained,    we   knew   not 
1  whether  the  only  room  I  wiflied  to  lodge 
iin  was   now  habitable.     Lady  Arundell^ 
iwith   her  ufual   forefight,    advifed  me  tO' 
[£eem  to  have  no   other   motive  for    this 
'vifit,    than    a  delire  to    re-purchafe   the 
( Caftle ;    and  when  (hewn   through  it,  to 
.appear  to  be  ftruck  with  fo  fevere  an  in- 
idiipofition,     as    foon    as   I   reached    the 
I  ■  ehamber- 
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chamber  which  contained  the  cabinets,  as 
fhould  render  it  [impoffible  to  remove' 
me ;  leaving  it  to  her  to  reconcile  the 
owner  to  io  troublelbme  an  intruder,  by 
the  moft  lavifh  g-enerofitv.  A  fineffe  of 
this  kind  alone  could  aicertain  me  any 
luccefs,  and  the  fickUnefs  of  my  afpect,, 
I  was  fure,  would  fufhciently  corroborate 
fuch  an  aflertion. 

We  fet  out  immediately,   that  by  ar- 
riving in  the  evening  we  might  have  a 
pretence  for   palling   the    night  there. — 
My    foul    turned   trom   the    well-known- 
fcene,  and  fickened  alike  at  fight  of  the: 
reviving  verdure,  and  the   fplendid  man-' 
fion,  to  me  alas,  only  a  gay  maufoleum.- 
Humbly    I  folicited   entrance   at  a   gate 
which  once  flew  open  whenever  I  appear- 
ed ;     but,   ah,    though  the    exterior    was 
the  fame,    how  flrange  feemed  the  alter- 
ation within  ! — No  more  did  the  liveried)- 
train   of  afliduous   domeftics  allemble  to-^ 
the    diftant   winding    of    the   huntfman's 
horn. — No   iono;er   did    I    reit  in   gilded 
galleries,    whofe  pictured   fides   delighted  • 
f;ne  fenfe,  while  their    cooi-iefs    refreihc^v, 
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^another.  No  longer  could  I,  even  in 
jideaj  behold  the  beloved,  the  noble 
iowner,  whole  gracious  mien  endeared  the 
-welcome  it  conveyed — A  change  which 
ijarred  eveiy  feeling  had  taken  place.  A 
-numerous  body  of  diligent  mechanics 
-'Were  plodding  in  thofe  halls  in  which  Eliza^ 
jbeth  had   feafted,  and  their  battered  fides 

hardly   now  informed  us  where   the   rich. 

tapellry  ufed  to  hang.  My  ears  were  fud- 
|denly  dunned  with  the  noife  of  a  hundred- 
}  looms ;  and  the  diftant  lake  once  covered 
avith  gay  pageants,  and  refounding  only  to- 
ithe  voice  of  pleafure,  prefented  us  ano* 
(ther  fcene  of  induftry  not  lefs  bufy, 
Iftrange,  and  furprifing.  By  incidents 
I  of  this  kind,  one  becomes  painfully  and 
i  inftantaneoufly  fenlible  of  advancing  into^ 
1  hfe.      When  firfl  we  find  ourfelves  failing 

with  the  imperceptible  current  of  time, 
i  engroffed  either  by  the  danger  of  our  iitu- 
;  ation,  or  enchanted  with  its  profpeds,  we 
I  glide  fwiftly  on,  fcarce  fenfible  of  our  pro- 
'  grefs,  till  the  ffcream  revifits  fome  favorite 

fpot :    alas,    fo  vifible  will  be   the   defo- 

larion    of  the  fhorteft  interval,    that  we 
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grow  old  in  a  moment,  and  fubmlt  once- 
more  to  the  tide,  willing  rather  to  fhare  the 
ruin  than  review  it. 

Among  the  £e\v  fervants  retained  by 
the  meagre  mafter  of  this  deiblated  man.- 
lion,  one  appeared  who  immediately  re- 
called himfelf  to  my  mind  by  the  name 
of  Gabriel.  I  recolleded  his  having  beeQ 
warden  of  tlie  outer  lod2;es.  The  title 
by  which  I  was  announced — the  weed  I 
ftill  continued  to  wear,  overcame  a  wretcH 
already  bowed  to  the  eardi  by  age,  infir- 
mity, and  penury :  and  when  to  thefe 
circumftances  vvas  fuperadded  the  re7 
membrance  of  the  plentiful  and  peaceful 
days  he  had  knov/n  under  a  Lord  ev^ 
munificent  to  his  domeftics,  gratitude 
became  agony,  and  the  poor  old  man 
i\ink  in  a  fit  at  my  feet.  An  incident  UkQ 
this  might  well  have  aiFedted  an  indif- 
ferent fpediator. — I  was  fcarce  more  fen,- 
fible  than  himfelf:  and  the  alarm  foon 
fpread  through  the  laborious  mechanics, 
till  it  was  conveyed  to  Sir  Humphry 
Moreton. — Timoroufly  he  emerged  from 

his 
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jiiis  apartment,  and,  as  the  humble  crowd 
iiade   way  for    him,    he    msafured    me 
ifar  off  with  his  eye,    and  feemed  loft  in 
ronjedlure  on  the  fubjeft  of  my  vifit. — ■ 
My  purfe  was  yet  in  my  hand,  and  part  of 
ts  contents  in  thofe  of  foine   perfons  who 
"lad  lent  a  ready  affiftance.     \Vhether  this, 
Dr  the  wan  delicacy  of  my  looks  interefted 
:iim,  I    know  not;    but    every  care-fur- 
I'owed  feature  gradually  relaxed  as  he  ap- 
proached me,  ftriving  in   vain   to  foften 
into  the  fmile  of  benevolence.     I  rofe  to 
return  his   courteous  falutation,    and  in- 
formed him,  that  when  laft  I  pafied   the 
'walls  of  this  Caftle,  I  was  its  miftrefs,  the 
idear  and  happy  wife  of  Lord  Leicefter ; 
ibut  perceiving  uncertain  apprehenfions  of 
fome  remote  claim  began  again  to   con- 
rj-ad  his  brow,  I  added,  that  fenfible  I  had 
ioft  every  right  in  a  fpot  yet  dear  to  me, 
"I  came  to  inquire  whether  he  was  difpofed 
ito  part  with   it,  and  to    refcue  from  po- 
'yerty  fuch  worthy  fervants  of  its  late  noble 
jowner  as  had  alike  outlived  their  labour, 
and  him  who  fhould  have  recompenfed  it. 
•  .2  What 
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What    heart  is  infenlible   to    that   virtue 
in   which    we  alone    can  refcaible     our 

Maker  r Benevolence,  like  religion, 

awes  even  thofe  it  cannot  win.  The 
miier  loudly  applauded  my  liberality : 
and  by  a  greater  eifort  on  his  part,  al- 
lowing for  the  difference  of  our  charac- 
ters, invited  me  to  fpend  the  night  in 
the  Caftle.  Tlie  chamber  I  had  been' 
accuflomed  to  inhabit  he  called  his  beft, 
and  thither  was  I  conduced  ;  I  was  not  un- 
provided with  the  means  of  enfuring' 
my  own  welpome,  and  my  fervants  hav- 
ing fpread  the  cold  viands  they  brought,' 
Sir  Humphi-y's  fpirits  grew  light  over 
"luxuries  he  was  not  to  pay  for.  A  tempt- 
ation fo  agreeable  prolonged  his  ftay,  and 
I  at  length  difcovered  that  the  only  way 
ro  fhorten  his  vifit,  would  be  to  comph- 
ment  him  with  all  that  remained :  fee- 
ing my  fervants,  in  compUance  with  the 
hint,  were  about  to  convey  it  out  of 
the  room,  fear  left  any  {hould  be  loft 
-by  the   way,   prevailed  over  the  hilarity 

of 
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lOt  the  moment,   and  he  departed  with  the 
wine. 

^Vith  an  impatient  beating  heart  I  raifed 
the  tapeftry,  which  providentially  had 
been  preferved  in  this  room,  lefs  from  its 
)beauty  than  antiquity  ;  as  it  was  fo  worn 
icbat  it  had  long  been  pannelled  in  many 
places. — Behind  the  bed  we  difcovered 
the  fecret  Ipring  of  the  cabinet,  which  I 
opened  without  any  difficulty  ;  and  with 
t'he  affiftance  of  Lady  Arundell  took 
down  the  well-remembered  cafkets,  pauf- 
iing  at  intervals,  to  weep  over  all  the  tender 
ideas  the  fight  of  them  recalled  fo  forcibly 
to  my  memory  ;  then  railing  my  eyes  to- 
ward Heaven,  while  devoutly  thanking 
ifhe  God  who  thus  profpered  my  remain- 
ing wifhes,  I  almoft  fancied  I  beheld  the 
beatified  fpirit  of  him  who  concealed  thefe 
rreafures. 

*  JLzdy  Arundell  would  not  reft  without 
.^.nfpeding  their  contents.  The  largeft 
ivas  filled  with  family  papers,  bonds, 
:ontra(fls,  mortgages,  many  of  which 
.vere  to  me  unintelligible,  and  all  ufelefs. 

The 
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"llie  next  contained  letters  and  little  or- , 
naments,  Icfs  precious  from  their  in- 
trinfic  value,  that  their  analogy  to  par- 
ticular events — under  thefe  was  a  gilt 
cafket  filled  with  jewels,  and  what  was 
infinitely  more  valuable,  the  authenticated 
bonds  and  acknowledgments  of  all  the 
fums  Lord  Leicefter  had  pravidently 
depof.ted  in  other  countries ;  and  of 
which  I  knew  not  that  any  memoran- 
dum remained.  This  was  fo  noble  aa 
addition  to  the  bequell  which  already 
enriched  my  fweet  Mary,  that  it  feemed 
to  me,  as  if  her  father  even  from  the 
grave  delighted  to  endow  her :  while 
the  Almighty,  gracious  even  when  we 
think  him  mofh  fevere,  had  thus  fe- 
creted,  for  her  advantage,  treafures  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  for  me  to 
have  preferved  through  fo  many  defperatc 
viciilitudes. 

The  next   calket  was  a  gift  from  the 
fond  mother  to  the  darling  of  her  heart : 
it   contained   all  the   teftimonials   of  the 
Queen  of  Scots,    and  other  parties  con- 
cerned 
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cem£4  05^  the  fubjed  of  my  birth^  with 
the  contraft  of  marriage  between  Lord 
Leicefter  and  myfelf.  I  felt  rich  in  thefe 
recovered  rights  :  and  though  prudence 
might  never  permit  me  to  claim  alliance 
with  King  James,  yet  to  bequeathe  to 
-my  daughter  the  power  of  doing  fo,  at 
whatever  period  it  fhould  appear  ad- 
Vantao-eous,  was  a  o;reat  confolation  to 
me. 

:  Lady  Arundell  and  I  paffed  part  of  the 
•night  in  packing  thefe  valuables  in  empty 
)  trunks  brought  for  that  purpofe  ;  then, 
)  doling  the  fecret  cabinet,  and  leaving  no 
1  traces  of  our  fearch  for  it,  we  retired 
\Xo  reft.  We  departed  early  the  next 
!  morning,  carrying  with  us  that  ancient 
.;  domeftiic  of  Lord  Leicefter,  on  whom  me- 
ji  mory  had  fo  powerfully  operated,  and  twO 
..others,  who,  long  lince  expelled  from  the 
iCaftle,  fought  a  miferable  fubfiftence  in 
.the  hamlets  around  it.  It  joyed  my  very 
,  heart  to  fupply  to  thefe  poor  wretches  a 
>lofs  irremediable  with  refpefl  to  myfjlf, 
sand  the  profound  attachment  of  their 
.•^,  Vol.  III.  P  {c-; 
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few  remaining  days  amply  rewarded 
me. 

Throuo-h  the  intervention  of  the  friends 
I  yet  poiielTed,  fome  eminent  merchants 
in  London  undertook  to  get  the  bonds, 
notes,  &c.  duly  acknowledged  :  and,  in 
procefs  of  time,  fuch  confiderable  fums 
were  of  confequence  recovered,  as  s.fcer- 
tained  to  myfelf  and  child  our  accuftomed 
aiEuence.  Years  and  misfortune  had 
only  cemented  the  ancient  friendfhip  be- 
tween me  and  Lady  Arundell. — I  added 

my  incom.e  and  family  to  hers. Her 

houfe  was  fortunately  fo  near  London 
as  to  allow  me  the  advantage  of  procur- 
ing the  firft  inftrudors  for  my  daughter  ; 
and  the  infirm  ftate  of  Lady  Arundell's 
health,  rendering  her  as  much  a  prifoner 
from  neceffity,  as  I  was  from  choice, 
both  infenfibly  found,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  my  daughter,  a  mild  and  grow- 
ing fatisfaction,  which  more  than  made 
amends  for  the  world  we  fhut  out. 

Ah  !  could  I  deli  re  a  greater  pleafure  ? 
Pardon,   madam,  the  fond  extravagance 

of 
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!  of  maternal  love,  and   allow  me  to  pre- 
I  lent  to  you  the  darling  of  my  heart  in  her 
^ilxteenth  year.     Already  fomething  taller 
than   myfelf,   to  a  form    that   united  the 
ilrideft  fymmctry  with  the  wild  and  vari- 
_;  able  graces  of  glowing  youth,  my  Mary 
■  'added  the  perfe6l  features  of  her  father, 
'  ■•exqiiifitely    feminized    by   a    complexion 
tranfparently  fair,  and  a  bloom  alike  de- 
licate and  vivid  ;  her  hair,  of  the  golden 
jl  brown   I   have   defcribed   as   peculiar   to 
iliis,  fell  below  her  waiil  in  a  profufion  of 
fartlefs   ringlets,    heightening    her   beauty 
(Wen  to  luxuriance. — If  ilie  had  borrowed 
ftany  thing  from  me,  it  was  the  collefted 
)  modefty    of   her    mien  ;    and   from   my 
Softer  fne  had  ftolen  that  penetrating,  faf- 
ikrinating  fmile,  thofe  two  alone  of  all  I 
'[  ever  faw  were   gifted  with  : — alas,   it  was 
\  ROW  wholly  her  own. — Although  lightnefs 
and   elafticity   charaderized    her    figure, 
c-every  limb  was  rounded  even  to   poiifli- 
iing,    and   never   did    I   contemplate  the 
iToft  turn  of  her  white  arms  when  raifed 
J  to  touch  the  lute,  without  thinking  thofe 
^■'^  P  2  mo-e 
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more  perfect  tlian  even  her  face. — Ker 
voice  was  no  lefs  fweet  in  fpeaking 
than  finging  ;  v,'ith  this  difference — that  in 
the  firft  Qie  fofcened  the  foul  to  pleafure, 
in  the  laft,  elevated  it  to  rapture. — Her 
nnderftanding  v/as  ftrong  and  penetrating, 
yet  delicate  and  refined. — Her  fenfibility 
(the  firft  formed  of  all  her  feelings)  was 
rather  deep  than  ardent.  Maternal  ex- 
perience had  moderated  the  enthuiiafm 
incident  to  youth,  nor  was  it  obvious  in 
any  inflance  but  the  love  of  knowledge. 
Inceffant,  unremitting,  in  her  ftudies, 
books  were  her  only  extravagance,  and 
miifick  her  only  relaxation.  To  com- 
penfate  for  the  worldly  pleafures  I  judged 
it  prudence  to  deprive  her  of,  I  was  lavifh 
in  thofe  to  which  her  tafte  naturally 
led  :  I  kept  muficians  on  purpofe  to 
accompany  her,  and  found,  in  the  years 
filled  up  by  herfelf  and  her  employ- 
ments, that  fweet  though  faddened  plea- 
fure parents  only  know,  and  which, 
perhaps,  more  than  makes  us  amends 
for  all   the  lively  ones  it   recalls  to  our 

memory. 
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memory.      In  effe6t,  the  more  lovely  fhe 

grew,    the    more  neceflary  I  found   it  to 

hide  her  ;  and,  offering  her  daily  up  to 

God,   1  left  her  wholly  to  his  difpofal  ; 

determined  neither  my  pride,  vanity,  or 

ambition,  Ihouid  interfere  with  the  happi- 

liynefs  I  fupplicated  for  her. 

gj     On    perilling   this   defcription,   I    per- 

i-ieeive   at   once  the   impoffibility  of  your 

11  crediting  it  ;  yet,  far  from  accufmg  my- 

I  ,felf  of  partiality,  I  could  call  on  all  who 

J  ^  ever   beheld   my   daughter   to   atteft  my 

1  ;^eandor. — How  readily  would  Lady  Arun- 

]■  dell  have  done  fo — entendered  to  her  by 

..ra  love  only  inferior  to  my  own,  that  faith- 

ifjful  friend  found  in  declining  life  a  ne^v• 

I  tye  wound  round  her  heart,  for  which  llie 

■   daily  thanked  me. 

i  As  nothing  robs  us  of  the  confideuce 
g  of  youth  hke  the  appearance  of  myftery, 
.  when  time  called  reflection  to  being  in 
L.'her  tender  mind,  I  ilowly  and  by  de- 
[.igrees  confided  to  my  daughter  the  pain- 
^ .'  fal  events  3'ou  have  thus  obliged  me  to 
t   commemorate.     Tliis  indvilgence  fecured 

P    C!  -  to 
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to  me  her  whole  heart,  and  I  trembled 
only  left  her  deep  fenfe  of  paft  misfor- 
tunes ihould  affect  her  health  ;  for  fenR- 
bility  was  the  leading  feature  in  her  cha-' 
rafter.  Far,  however,  from  feeking  to  ex- 
pound the  future  in  her  own  favor,  the, 
flattering  profpeds  her  diftinguiflied  birth, 
and  yet  more  diftinguiihed  endowments, 
might  well  fpread  before  her,  pafied  away 
like  a  fhadovv,  and  Ihe  faw  only  her  mo-, 
ther.  A  thoufand  timies  has  fhe  bedewed 
my  "hand  with  a  reverence  the  raoft  en- 
dearing :  and  the  tears  with  w^iich  flie- 
ofien  embalmed  the  memory  of  her  fa- 
ther, aimoft  recompenfed  me  for  his 
iois.  From  that  period  her  expreffive 
eyes  were  fixed  ever  on  mine  with  fuch; 
blended  fadnefs  and  admiration,  as  proved 
fhe  thought  me  almoft  fainted  by  mif-  ; 
fortune.  More  ftudious  henceforward  of  ' 
my  pleafure,  more  fubmifTive  to  my  will, 
more  folicitous  for  my  repofe,  it  feemed  as 
if,  in  learning  diat  fiie  was  my  only  remain- 
ing tye  on  earth,  flie  conceived  that  the  ; 
various  affedions  and  duties  of  all  I  had 
2  ^  loft 

.1 


THE    RECESS,   'kc.         215 

loft  ^  devolved  to,  and  centred  in,  her- 
felf.  But  fympathy  was  the  genuine  im- 
pulfe  of  her  nature  ;  for  with  equal  care 
fhe  watched  over  her  unhappy  aunt.— 
Whenever  that  dear  creature's  incurable 
malady  alTumed  the  appearance  of  me- 
lancholy, (he  was  extravagantly  fond  of 
mufick. — At  thofe  intervals  my  lovely 
Mary  would  lean  over  her  lute  with  the 
meek  benignity  of  a  defcending  angel, 
and  extraft  from  it  fjch  Iblemn  founds 
as  breathed  at  once  of  peace  and  forrow  : 
infenfibly  foothing  the  perturbed  fpirit, 
and  melting  only  thofe  yet  undifturbed. 
That  fubtle  effence  of  our  natures,  fen- 
fibility,  which  m.adnefs  can  only  unfix, 
not  annihilate,  often  paufed  unconfcioufly 
ppon  the  pleafijre,  and  foftly  funk  into 
repofe. 

A  child  thus  eminently  amiable  at  once 
concentred  my  affeftions — commanded 
my  efteem — polTeired  my  whole  confi- 
dence— aftuated,  in  fliort,  m.y  very  being. 
■ — Ah,  how  noble,  how  affe-fling  is  the 
friendfhip  grounded  on  the  maternal  and 
P  4  filial 
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filial  tye  ;  when,  unconfcious  of  any  weak-', 
nefs  in  her  own  heart,  the  mother  dares 
prefent  it  as  a  pure  and  unflattering  mir^. 
ror  to  her   child,   and,  with  that  felf-apri' 
plaufe  which  even  Heaven  approves,  con-^: 
templates  the  upright,  the  innocent  foul  it 
reflefts  !     Sacred  and  indelible   becomes 
that  precept  which  is  expreffed  but   by' 
example. — Happy   are   thofe   enabled   to 
form  fuch  an  attachment  as  inexperience 
fbrengthens  on  one  hand,  and  knowledge 
on    the    other  : — Neither    the    giifts    of 
youthfiil  paffion,   nor   the    nipping   frofts 
of  age,   can  deftroy  a  plant  rooted  thus 
by  mutual   virtue  ; — it  only  gains  vigor 
from  time,   and,   by  the  peculiar  indul- 
gence  of  the    Almighty,    our   fublimeft 
merit  ripens  into  our  moft  perfed  plea- 
fure. 

Satisfied  that  I  had  already  acquired  fuch 
■  an  influence  in  my  daughter's   mind    as 
..  fhould  enable  me  to  regulate  her  princi- 
ples, I  left  it  to  years  and  circumftances 
to    call    them    into    adion. — The    great 
bulinefs  of  my  life   now  feemed   over ; 

and. 
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and,  delivering  my  heart  up  to  the  flatter- 
ling  prefages  of  maternal  love,  a  thou- 
fand  vifions  of  almoft  forgotten  gran- 
deur and  happinefs  floated  before  my  eyes, 
and  fometimes  half-deluded  them. 

The  fluftuating  complaints  of  Lady- 
■Arundell  at  length  fettled  into  a  con- 
fumption  ; — it  was  an  hereditary  diforder 
of  the  Sydneys  :  nor  perhaps  could  the 
fohcitade  of  myfelf  and  my  fweet  Mary* 
jhave  availed  aught  toward  her  reftora- 
(tion,  even  if  a  cruel  fhock,  in  which  we 
.were  all  equal  fuiFerers,  had  not  precipi- 
•tated  her  fate. 

Among  the  unconfcious  caprices  which 
.by  turns  aftuated  my  unfortunate  fifter, 
ji^as  a  paffion  for  fitting  in  the  open  air. — 
J  Neither  times  or  feafons  had  any  influ- 
tence  over  her;  and  ihe  would  infift  on  it 
;  alike  in  the  fnow  of  December,  and  the 
Ifcorching  fun  of  July. — To  this  felf-will 
II  had  no  doubt  greatly  contributed, 
IFrom  the  moment  of  my  return  to  Eng- 
liand,  I  had  vehemently  oppofed  the  fe- 
vere  controul  to  which  Ihe  had  hereto- 
fore 
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fore  been  fubjeft,  and  habituated  her  at- 
tendants to  yield  to  her  in  every  inftancc 
which  did  not  abfolutely  endanger  her 
fafety ;  fully  determined  not  to  render 
an  exiftence  wholly  wretched  no  human 
being  could  now  make  happy.  But  as 
uninformed  minds  never  know  a  medi- 
um, the  people  appointed  to  watch  her* 
gradually  fufiered  her  ro  become  fenfible 
of  her  power,  which  foon  grew  into  an' 
unbounded  indulgence.  It  was  now  the' 
depth  of  winter,  and  ihe  had  fat  in  thfr 
keen    air  for  hours,   vv'atching   the  fiiow,'' 

which  fell   in    abundance. The    m.oft 

violent  fliiverings  enllied,  followed  by  si 
fever  which  fettled  at  laft  on  the  nerved} 
and  brought  her  to  the  very  verge  of 
the  grave. — Neverthelefs,  it  appeared  id 
have  falutary  effecls — her  fpirits  were 
funk  indeed  to  extreme  lownels,  buC 
they  became  more  equal,  and  traces  ok 
reafon  were  often  difcernible  in  her  ac-j 
tions.  If  (lie  did  not  remember,  flie  ye^ 
ftrove  to  know  me  ;  and  fometimes  fhu-^ 
died  my  features  in  a   manner  the  moft 

tcuchingi 
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touching. — I  confidered  thefe  efforts  as  the 

Jrery  crilis  of  her  fate — her  only  chance  on 

■|:|iis  fide  Heaven,  and    fcarce  dared  leave 

^ler  for  a   fingle  moment.     1  entrufted  the 

r:at"e  of  Lady    Arundcll   (whofe  fituationj 

-.houg;h  more  dano;eroiis,    was  not  fo  me- 

^ancholy)    to    my    daughter,   fearful   left 

ifljer  youthful  fpirits  fhould  be  injured   by 

jionuantly  contemplating  an  objeft  fo  ■  af- 

Jeding.   But  1  had  forgot  that  my  own  fhat- 

.'ered  conftitution  was  not  equal  to  the  fa- 

kjigue  and  anxiety  of  watching  over  my  fif- 

er.     I  fell  one  evening  into  a  fucceffion  of 

I'fiinting  fits ;    the  fervants   conveyed  me 

ip  bed  ;   and  the  fear  of  alarming    Lady 

:\rundeil   hindered  them  ft'om  informing 

py  daughter   of  my  fituation.    My  faint- 

[bgs  at  length  gave  place  to  a  drowfinefs, 

^b  intenfethat  I  might  call   it   a  ftupor. — - 

remained  thus  for  fome  hours,  v/hen  I 

t^tarted  with  an  indiftind  idea  of  a  heavy 

,kll,    and  a  deep   groan.     Teiror  roufed, 

md   colleded  in   a   moment,  every   dor- 

nant     faculty. — I     rulhed     through    the 

:hamber  which    divided    mine   from   my 

ifter's,   but   I  blamed   myfelf  for   impe- 

tuofity 
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tuofity  when  I  perceived  that  all  was  pro- 
foundly filent  in  hers.  The  two  nurfes 
were  in  a  deep  ficep,  and  the  expiring 
watchlights  heavily  winked,  and  revived, 
before  the  cold  dawn  of  the  mornino;. 
I  gently  opened  the  curtains  of  her  bed — 
Ah,  gracious  Heaven,  what  d!d  I  feel 
when  1  beheld  it  empty  ! — The  agonized 
fliriek  I  gave,  rouzed  both  her  carelefs 
attendants,  who,  impreffed  with  but  one 
idea,  flew  towards  a  door  I  now  lirfl 
perceived  to  be  open  :  it  led  to  a  gal- 
lery ornamented  with  fuch  portraits  of 
our  family  as  had  furvived  the  wreck 
of  their  fortunes ;  among  them  had  been  in- 
cautiouily  placed  that  (already  fatally  com- 
memorated) of  the  Earl  of  Elfex  at  the 
ftorming  of  Cadiz,  an  unfortunate  le- 
gacy bequeathed  to  my  fifter  by  Lady 
Pembroke. — ?vly  foul  took  in  at  a  thought 
all  the  fearful  confequences, — I  tottered 
into  the  gallery — alas  only  to  behold 
my  worn:  apprehenfion  veiified. — The 
fair  fpeftre,  vv'hich  once  vv'as  Eilinor,  lay 
proftrate  before  the  pi6hire — one  hand 
had  convulfively  gathered  her  difordered 

garments 
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^  garments  over  her  thin  cheft  ;  the  other 
•  was  ftill  expreffively  extended  towards 
i  the  inanimate  image  of  him  fo  belov- 
'  ed — Impatiently  I  laid  my  hand  upon 
I  her  heart — it  anfwered  not  the  trembling 
"inquirer — its  wandering  eflence  was  ex- 
''' -haled,  and  llie  had  ceaied  for  ever  to  fuf- 
'Ter.  Thy  parting  prayer,  oh  Effex  ! 
Avas  furely  prophetic,  for  her  foul,  in  re- 
''-*fcovering  memory,  had  burft  its  mortal 
^^ound  and  foared  to  Heaven. 
'-!-  Scarce  were  the  dear  remains  quietly 
j^^interred,  ere  thofe  of  the  amiable  Lady 
'■fArundell    followed   them.     I    bore    thefe 

f  ioffes    with    devout     refignation The 

i  rears  which  fall  when  Heaven  recalls 
■f^ihe  unfortunate,  ftill  the  wild  paffions  of 
-I  the  fad  furvivor,  and  deeply  wound  only 
1'  the  foul  yet  new  to  fufFering.  It  was 
d'  with  a  quickened  apprehenlion  that  I  per- 
ci  ceived  the  effecft  of  thefe  firft  afflidions 
''  on  the  tender  fpirits  of  my  daughter  : 
not  that  I  fought  totally  to  ftifle  the  lively 
^I'impreffions  of  natural  affediion  ; — the 
f^t'itears  of  youth,  like  the  genial  fliowers  of; 
^  ■  .    May, 
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May,  ferve  only  to  fave  the  planter's 
toil,  and  fimply  ripen  the  rich  fruits  of 
the  mind  ;  but  when  either  fall  too  ofterf, 
they  impoverilhi  the  foil,  and  wafli  away 
the  buds  yet  blowing. 

My  own  foul  afforded  no  variety  of 
cheerful  images  with  which  1  could  hope 
to  invigorate  the  gentle  fpirits  of  my 
Mary  :  unwilling  to  form  new  con- 
nexions, I  rather  thought  it  prudent  i6 
change  my  abode,  and  by  a  variety  of 
fcenes  infenhbly  amufe  her  ;  and  my 
fteward  was  fent  accordingly  to  feek  ano- 
ther manfion.  I  recoileded  the  moment 
when  the  gloomy  aifles  of  a  ruined  con- 
vent, by  poffeffnig  the  limple  advantage 
of  novelty,  diverted  my  mind  even  at  the 
forrowful  crifis  v/hich  robbed  me  of  a 
fofter  mother.  Aias,  in  yet  untried  )^outh, 
■the  profped:  that  is  unknown  ever  adds 
to  its  own  charms  thofe  of  imagination ; 
while  in  maturer  life,  the  heart  lingers  on 
all  which  once  delighted  it,  hopelefs  of 
finding  in  the  future,  a  pleafure  fancy 
can   ever  compare  with  thofe  it  reviews 

in 
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i  in  the  paft.  To  my  daughter,  however,  the 

whole  world  was  yet  new,  and,  in  fixing  on 

a  fcene  habitual  to  my  feelings,  I  could 

!  not  fail  to  delight  hers.     I  hired  a  man- 

fion  near  the  Thames  fide,  in  Richmond, 

^'to  which  we  removed  early  in  the  fpring. 

-  ,    Perhaps,   in   this    choice,   I  was   influ- 

,'enced,  almoft  without  knowing  it^   by  a 

^latent   motive  :    diftinft   as    I    had  lived 

J  from  the  world  fmce  my  return  to  Eng- 

i|.land,  the  fame  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 

-had  yet  reached  me. — This  accompHflied 

youth  had  at  once  rofe  above  the  weak- 

(ineifes   of  his  father,    and  the  prejudices 

;of  his   rank  ;  devoting  his  heart  to  the 

.virtues,    bis   mind   to   the   fciences,    and 

,ihis  perfon  to  thofe  manly  and  Becoming 

;exercifes  which,   invigorating   every  hu- 

iman  power,  prepared  him  alike  for  the 

jenjoyment   of   peace,    or   the   purfuit   of 

.war.     Delighted   to    underftand  a  Stuart 

Was  rifing   to   redeem  the   glory   of   his 

Jdeclining  race,  I   paflionately  longed   to 

4ee,  know,  and  be  valued   by  the  royal 

■:^\  Henry. 
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Henry.  The  King,  unworthy  a  Ton  ib 
diftinguilhed,  took  no  pleafure  in  his 
company  ;  but,  even  in  tender  youth, 
refigned  him  to  a  court  of  his  own,  from 
the  adulation  of  which  merit  fupe- 
rior  to  praife  alone  could  have  guarded 
him.  Henry  had,  like  myfelf,  a  par- 
tiality for  the  beautiful  village  of  Rich- 
mond ;  he  always  paiTed  part  of  the 
fummer  in  a  palace  near  the  Tham^es  ; 
and  I  took  pleafure  in  thinking  a  par-, 
tition  of  wood  alone  feparated  his  gar- 
dens from  mine.  With  a  judgment 
unequalled  at  his  years,  the  Prince 
knew  how  to  be  affable  without  abating 
aught  of  his  dignity  ;  and,  while  in  the 
circle  of  his  own  court  he  preferved  the 
authority  of  a  fovereign,  to  the  unfor- 
tunate who  addreffed  him,  he  had  the. 
benignity  of  a  brother  :  fuch  was  his 
character  in  Richmond,  where  the  peo- 
ple almoft  adored  him,  and  took  plea- 
fure in  amplifying  on  the  fuperior  qua- 
lities he  fo  eminently  poffeffed.  The 
fweet  hopes  his  merit  fometimes  infufed 

into 
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1  into  my  bolbm,  came  accompanied  with 
an    equal    number    of    fears,   yet   could 
1  not  my  heart  forbear.to  cheri(h  them. 

The  revolving  feafon  tinged  this  fweet 
■I  retreat   with    every    variety   of   verdure ; 
]  the   waves   of   the    Thames    were   more 
•;  tranflucent  than  ever ;    all   nature  awak- 
■  ened  once  more  to  perfedion,  when  the 
^Prince  of  Wales  took   up  his  abode  in 
t.  the  adjacent   palace. — This  news  height- 
\\  ened  the  foft  red  of  my  daughter's  cheek, 
[•';and  even  faintly  coloured  my  wan  one, — 
'Not  daring  to   exprefs  to  her  the   eager 
deiire  I  felt  to  fee  the  Prince,  and  not  ac- 
euftomed  to   venture    out    without    her,, 
day  after  day  elapfed  in  anxious  expecta- 
tion.    My  gentle  Mary,  with  a  delicacy 
from  which  I  drew  the    moil  happy  pre- 
fages,  now   always    chofe    to   go   abroad 
Neither  fo  early  or  fo  late  that  it  was  almofi; 
impoffible    we    (hould    ever    meet     the 
Prince,   and  the  veil  Ihe  ufually  wore  was 
clofed  widi  fo  much  care  as  to  cnfure  her 
l^he  happinefs  of  being  overlooked,  even 
nf  fortune  threw  him  in  our  way. 

Vol.  III.  Q^  Never- 
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Neveithelefs,  I  took  notice  that  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Royal  Henry  ftrangely  filled  up 
the  void  in  our  lives. — What  he  would 
do,  or  what  he  would  not  do,  conftantly 
regulated  our  motions,  and  employed  my 
daughter's  thoughts  even  more  than  my 
own.  His  tafte  aiforded  us  a  variety  of 
indulgences  of  which  he  knew  not  that  we 
were  partakers. — Sometimes  mxoon-light 
concerts,  or  magnificent  fireworks ;  at 
others,  parties  on  the  Thames  ;  \vhere 
the  Prince  fljll  took  pleafure  in  beholding 
a  variety  of  little  veflels,  built  and  orna- 
mented for  the  amufement  of  his  early 
years,  and  which  were  manned  by  chil- 
dren.— They  were  often  fo  near,  that  we 
fancied  we  heard  the  voice  of  Henry,  when- 
both  mother  and  daughter  would  give 
way  to  the  fame  im.pulfe,  and  haftily  re- 
tire. The  fummer  might  have  elapfed 
in  this  manner,  had  not  chance  been  more 
favorable  to  our  wiflies,  than  we  could  re- 
folve  to  be. 

We  were  returning  home  one  morning 
m  an  ill-contrived   carriage,     newly    in- 
vented 
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vented  for  airings,  the  inconvenience  of 
q  which  I  bore  patiently,  from  not  being  able 
'  to  walk  or  ride  on  horfeback  for  any  length 
of  time  lince  my  memorable  fever.' — The 
fervant  who  drove  ftopt  as  ufual  at  the 
j  br5w  of  the  inchanting  hill,  that  we' 
1 1'  might  enjoy  for  a  few  minutes  its  beau- 
j  j  ties,  when  the  found  of  horns  approach-  , 
f  ing  near,  informed  us  that  the  Prince  of 
j  <i  Wales  was  returning  from  hunting,  which 
I  vat  once  ftartled  the  horfes  and  ourfelves- 
^i^iMy  Mary,  actuated  only  by  the  imprellion 
■i  of  the  moment,  made  an  eager  fign  to 
( ,;  the  man  to  drive  on ;  and  the  horfes, 
I J  already  frightened,  yielded  impetuoufiy 
»b;to  the  flighted  touch  of  tlie  rein,  fiy- 
^  ing  forward  with  the  moft  dangerous  ra- 
pidity. The  clumfinefs  of  the  carriage, 
5-&and  the  badnefs  of  the  road,  threatened 
us  every  moment  with  being  overturned 
-  -—for  me  there  was  no  efcape ;.  but  could 
^•:my  daughter  be  prevailed  on  to  leap  out, 
I  was  fenfible  (lie  would  be  fafe.  Far 
from  obeying  my  intreaties,  or  even 
comrjands,   (lie   threw   her  arms  around. 
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me,  and  protefted  it  was  for  me  alone  fhe 
feared.  The  carriage  funk  into  a  deep- 
rut  at  laft,  and  we  were  thrown  out  at  a. 
fmall  diftance,  with  a  violence  that  ai- 
moft  deprived  me  of  my  fenfes  : — my 
darling  Mary  had  wliolly  loft  hers. — I 
perceived  the  train  of  Henry  approach- 
ing, but  the  favorite  wiih  of  feeing 
him  was  forgotten  in  that  of  recovering 
her. — — I  was  prefently  environed  by 
the  hunters  without  regarding  them,  till 
their  extreme  folicitude  oblio'cd  me  to^ 
raife  my  eyes  from  the  lifelefs  face  of  my 
daughter  in  acknowledgment.  I  per- 
ceived with  a  furprife  even  that  mo- 
ment could  net  conquer,  that  on  each  fide 
of  me  ftood  a  young  man,  adorned  with' 
the  order  of  the  garter,  and  fo  diftiri- 
guifliingly  handfome,  that  I  knew  not 
which  was  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but 
turned  from  the  one  to  the  other  with 
an  air  of  wildnefs  and  ftupor. — My  looks, 
however,  made  little  impreffion  on  the 
ftrangers,  their  whole  attention  being 
hxed  on  the  inanimate  form  of  my  daugh- 
ter.— 
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iter. — In  truth,  fortune  had  contrived 
'•to  fliew  her  to  the  utmoil  advantage. 
>  J  had  thrown  up  her  veil  to  give  her  air, 

.and  bared  her  beautiful  hands  and  arms, 
'  ^polifhed  and  white  as  Parian  marble  ;  the 
"'  wild  rings  of  her  auburn  hair  played  on 

;her  youthful  face,    as   the   yellow  leaves 

.of  Autumn  curl  over  a  latter  peach  ;  whilft 
;ievery  feature,  formed  v/ith  a  truth  which 
;, might  bear  the  niceil  examination,  perhaps 
f.only  appeared  more  exquifitely  regular 
U:from  the  abfence  of  expreffion ;  and  even 
^•her  figure  and  attitude  (leaning  on  her 
•. mother's  knees)  prefented  a  perfeft  mo- 
i-del  for  a  fculptor.  The  affiduities  of  the 
;  ftrangers,    together     with     my    own,     at 

.length  recalled  her  fcattered  fenfes.  — — — • 

■  She  opened  thofe  eyes  fo  dear  to  me,  and 
\  'fixing  them  for  a  moment  on  the  two 
'  ftrangers,  a  rofy  fuffufion  alone  proved 
',,flie.  faw  them,  with  fuch  quicknefs  did 
'^fiie  turn  toward  her  mother;    when  be- 

■  holding    me    to    appearance   unhurt,   ilie 

:  lifted  her  foul  to  heaven  in  a  glance  of 

■gratitude,  and  throwing  lier  arms  round 

0^3  ^^^7 
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my  neck,  relieved  her  overcharged  heart 
by  v»'eeping  on  my  bofom.  "An  an- 
gel in  mind  as  well  as  form  !"  exclaimed 
one  of  the  ftrangers ;  "  affure  me,  madam,* 
continued  he,  "  that  this  terror  is  the  only 
ill  confeqiience  of  my  fudden  approach,  or 
I  know  not  how  I  Ihall  forgive  it  to  my- 
felf/'  This  addrefs  afcertaining  the 
Prince  of    Wales,'  he    became    the  fole 

objed:  of  my  attention.— Ah,  where 

fliall  I  find  words  to  endear  to  you.  Ma- 
dam, the  royal  youth  my  heart  at  once 
opened  to  adopt  ?  Henry  was  yet  but 
in  the  dawn  of  manhood,  neverthelefs 
his  height  was  majeftic,  and  his  figure 
finifhed.  The  beauty  of  his  features  was 
their  leaft  charm — virtue  herfelf  feemed 
to  fublime  every  happy  lineament,  and 
fpare  beholders  the  trouble  of  developing 
his  character  by  conveying  it  in  a  glance. 
His  manly  voice  united  the  firmnefs 
of  his  own  fex  with  the  feniibility  of 
ours.  A  confafion  of  fad  remembrances 
were  at  once  prefented  with  him  to  my 
mind;    and    the  admiration  he    excited 

was 
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•wa.s  flrangely  blended  with  regret. — I 
forgot  that  he  had  addrelTed  me,  and  con- 
tinued to  contemplate  him  in  filence ; 
•ever  and  anon  turning  my  ftreaming  eyes 
wildly  from  him  to  heaven,  even  then, 
jny  dilating  heart  bids  me  add,  fcarce 
■changing  the  objed;.  The  amiable  Hen- 
ry, in  whofe  nature  fympathy  was  the 
prevailing  fentiment,  touched  with  a 
■conduft  fo  myfterious,  almoii  forgot  rny 
daughter  in  turn,  fo  wholly  was  he  en- 
groifed  by  me. — Informed  of  my  un- 
fortunate lamenefs  by  my  attempting  to 
rife,  he  immediately  concluded  it  to  be 
the  confequence  of  the  recent  accident, 
and  fcarce  was  fatisfied  by  my  affur- 
ances  of  the  contrary.  Oh  !  as  my  eyes 
furveyed  the  fuperior  foul,  living,  irradi- 
ated in  the  bright  orbs  of  his,  how  did 
they  flream  at  remembering  that,  had  his 
father  been  born  but  to  half  his  virtues,  I 
■might  now  have  been  cheriflied  by  af- 
feftion — dignified  by  rank — unwidowed 
' — ^unbroken — a  ftranger  yet  to  forrow  ! 
— My  mother  too — Moil  unhappy  .  of 
parents  as  well  as  fovereigns  !  I  had  a 
0^4  tear 
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tear  for  thee  at  this  intereding  mo- 
ment. 

The  refped:  due  to  ftrangers  induced 
the  Prince  to  conceal  the  curiolitj^  my 
conduft  could  not  fail  to  excite,  but  hav- 
ing informed  himfelf  from  the  attendants 
of  my  title,  he  addreffed  me  by  it,  and 
inlifted  on  conduding  me  home.  I  now 
underftood  the  nobleman  who  had  divid- 
ed my  firil  looks  with  the  Prince,  was 
the  Vifcount  Rochefter :  that  contempt- 
ible favorite  of  the  King,  celebrated 
•only  for  his  beauty. — The  vifible  coldnefs 
of  my  air  checked  a  forward  infolence  I 
obferved  in  him,  and  obliged  him  to  quit 
us  on  our  arriving  at  home. 

With  what  fecret  tranfport  did  my  foul 
welcome  a  Stuart  worthy  that  name,  glo- 
rious for  fo  many  ages  ! — The  Prince 
feemed  delighted  with  his  new  acquaint- 
ances.  The  foft.  reierve  of  my  daugh- 
ter's  air the   deepening  rofes   of  her 

cheek,  and  the  low  accent  of  her  har- 
monious voice,  when  politenefs  obliged 
her  to  anfwer  the  Prince,  whofe  ani- 
mated eyes  reduced  hers  often  to  feek  the 
2-  ground 
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.ground,  prefented  to  .my  elated  heart 
every  fymptom  of  that  paffion  which 
alone  endears  the  fuirerinss  it  occafions. 
A  flow  of  happyfpirits,  newto  my  daughter, 
almoft  forgotten  by  myfeif,  gave  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  the  hour  which  Henry  faw 
elapfe  with  regret. 

On  this  chance  introdudlion  was 
^grounded  an  acquaintance  a  few  days 
■ripened  into  intimacy. — Led  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  Prince  alike  by  his  ov/n  merit, 
and  the  ties  of  blood,  which  fecretly 
allied  me  to  him,  it  was  with  the  ten- 
dereft  fatisfacflion  I  beheld  Henry  cherifh 
the  inclination  he  had  already  conceived 
for  my  daughter  :  yet  the  dignity  of  his 
mind  forbidding  him  to  form  an  en- 
gagement he  knew  not  how  to  fulfil, 
it  was  through  me  alone  he  addrefTed 
himfelf  to  her.  Convinced  it  was  in 
my  power  to  prove  her  entitled  even 
to  fuch  a  lover,  I  fuffered  fate  to  take 
its  courfe,  attending  only  to  prudence. 

Confcious  that  Henry  had  hitherto 
moved  in  a  very  confined  circle,  I  was 
aware  that  to  extend  it  mufh  draw  much  ob- 

iervation 
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fervation  on  thofe  Ke. favored.  To  guard 
therefore  againft  the  malice  of  furmife, 
I  fixed  on  the  hour  of  the  Prince's  vifit 
for  my  dt.iightcr  to  ride  out ;  and  always 
received  him  alone.  His  attendants,  who , 
faw  her  regularly  depaitj  were  at, a  lofs  to 
imagine  what  could  attach  their  royal 
mafter  to  the  infirm  widow  of  Lord  Lei- 
cefcer.  The  charm  was  in  truth  fimply 
afieftion. — The  amiable  Henry  had  .early 
been  accuflomed  to  every  kind  of  homage 

'but  that  of  the  heart,  and  had  too  much 
fenlibility  not  to  feel  the  want  he  knew 
not  how  to  fupply.  Deeply  fufceptible 
of  the  true  rc2;ard  I  had  conceived  for 
him,  imprefled  at  once  by  my  mind_,  my 
manners,  and  my  mien.,  with  the  'idea 
of  myftcry,  and  the  delire  cf  obtaining 
my  confidence,  it  was  only  by  his  own 
candour  he  fought  to  gain  upon  mine. 
Slowly  and  by  degrees  he  deigned  to  re- 
pofe  v.'ith  me  thofe  regrets  and  anxieties 
from  which  the  utmoft  indulgence  of  na- 
ture  and  fortune  cannot  exempt  a  fmgle 
individual.      He     often     lamented      the 

-dangerous  didindion  of  being   the  fiait- 

bora 
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Iborn  of  his  father's  children,  fince  it  cofl 
him     every    other — Separated    ahnoft    in 

infancy   from    his   parents furrounded 

with  mercenary  fycophants,  who  fought 
to  make  their  court  to  the  reigning  King 
by  a  partial  reprefejitation  or  mifconftruc- 
tion  of  his  ,a6tions,  he  had  jQiot  up  un- 
loved,  uncheriflied,  and  feen  thofe  ten- 
der affedions  he  v^-as  born  to  fliare,  .gra- 
Jdually  center  in   that    fon    from     whom 

Jhis  parents  had  nothing  to  fear. Nor 

Avere  there  wanting  infidious  flatterers 
lequally  ready  to  undermine  his  filial  duty, 
by  pointing  out  the  weaknefles  of  his  fa- 
Jther,  even  where  they  were  moft  likely  to 
wound  him.  He  had  punifhed  himfelf, 
he  added,  for  yielding  to  thefe  impref- 
ilions  by  an  abfolute  obedience  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  King,  but  it  was  with  grief  he 
remembered  that  was  now  the  only  tye  be- 
tween them. — Nor  would  I  wonder,  he 
xontinued,  it  fliould  be  fo,  if  I  confidered 
that,  born  as  he  was  to  imperial  power, 
with  an  ardent  paffion  for  glory,  he  had  hi- 
itherto  been  fhut  up  in  the  narrow  fphere 
of  his  own  court,   languifliihg  away  the 

.flower 
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flower  of  his  youth,  without  a  choice,  a 
friend,  or  a  purfuit  : — till  the  infamous 
Carr  iliould -deign  to  decide  what  foreign 
Prince's  bribe  he  would  condefcend  to 
accept,  and  to  what  bigotted  Papift  he 
fliould  facrifice  the  fon  of  his  mafter. 

While  the  admired  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Idol  of  the  people,  the  Heir  of  Em-' 
pire,  the  endued  of  Heaven,  thus  con- 
fided to  me  the  fimple  and  rational  griefs 
which  cloiided  a  fortune  lo  brilliant,  could 
I  fail  to  meditate  on  the  equality  of  Pro- 
vidence ? — which  graciouily  allots  even  w 
the  loweft  fituation,  fome  portion  of  hap- 
pinefs,  and  depreiTes  the  higheft  with  th€ 
iad  fcnfe  of  misfortune. 

It  is  the  fatal  peculiarity  of  youth  to 
throw  the  ftrongefl:  light  on  every  fecret 
grief,  and  wafte  away  under  an  oppreflion 
imagination  often  doubles.  To  cure 
this  propenlity  is  therefore  the  province 
of  experience.  I  fought  to  imbue  the 
Prince's  mind  with  the  only  principle 
mine  had  derived  from  all  my  fufferings. 
— That  the  nob  left  ufe  v/e  can  make  of 

under 
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)  anderftaiiding  is  to  convert  it  into  hap- 
pinefs  ;  and  that  every  talent  which  does 
not  conduce  to  that  great  end,- ought  rather 
to   be   confidered   as   a  burthen   than    a. 
bleffing  to  the  poflelTor. — That  the  mind,. 
1  like  the  eye^    ever  magnifies  the  objeft  of 
■  fear  or  averfion,  which  often,  on  a  ftrid: 
I -examination,  excites  no   other  fentiment 
j  than  contempt. — In  fine,  that  he  was  not 
i  at   liberty  to  fliew  any  other  fenfe  of  his 
father's    errors,    than     by    prefenting     a 
fiiultlefs   example   in    his   own    Hfe ;    and 
that,  if  he  would  have  it  without  blemifh, 
he   muft  divert   his   tafte  from  channels- 
where   it  would    meet    with    oppofition, 
and    turn    it   into    thcfe    through    whicb 
it    might    flow    freely. — That   the  culti- 
vation of  the.  fciences  would  at  once  fill 
up   the   void   in   life  ever   fo-  painful   at 
his    years,    and    attach   to     his    welfare: 
all  who-  loved  them  ;  a   body  whofe  in- 
fluence  was   never   known   unlefs   oppo- 
fition   called   forth    the    powers    of    elo- 
quence. 

The 
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The  Prince  had  too  much  judgment 
not  to  lee  the  utility  of  this  counfel,  and 
too  much  generofity  not  to  value  its  can- 
dour :  neverthelefs,  it  was  a  language 
yet  new  to  him. — Ingenuity  had  been 
exhaufted  to  teach  him  to  govern  others, 
but  to  fubdue  himfelf  was  a  leffon  none 
had  ventured  to  inculcate.  How  did  I 
lament  that  a  foul  fo  duftile  had  in 
childhood  been  injudicioufly  delivered  up 
to  its  own  guidance,  and  fuifered  every 
day  to  imbibe  fome  new  prejudice,  def- 
tined  perhaps  to  mark  the  chara6ter  j 
through  life  ;  and  which  an  upright  and 
Ikilfui  monitor  might  fo  eaiily  have  era- 
dicated ! 

The  Prince  could  not  be  infenfible 
to  the  maternal  caution  which  induced  me 
to  fend  my  daughter  abroad  whenever  he 
honored  m.e  with  a  vifit,  yet  the  obferva- 
tion  did  not  for  fome  time  appear  to  influ- 
ence his  conduft. — Satisfied  with  merely 
beholding  her  as  he  entered  or  departed, 
the  defire  of  opening  his  heart  to  me 
feemed  to  fuperfede  every  other  impref- 

f:on. 
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Ij  fion.  Neveithelefs,  long  reveries  would 
t.  follow  the  moft  accidental  meetins;,  and 
•-  long  paufes  intervene  in  the  moft  inter- 
3  celling  converfation ;  rendering  it  fuffi- 
:  'ciently  obvious,  that  his  mind  labored  with 
i  fome  projeft,  hitherto  fuppreli'ed.  either  by 
3  pride  or  prudence. 

i       Perhaps   I   fhould   ever    have    wanted 
:  courage  to  open  my  lips  on  fo  delicate 
•an  occafion,  had  not  my  daughter  com- 
''plained  to  me  that  fhe  was  now  become 
the  univerfal  objeft  of  attention  ;  and  that 
the  fuit    who    attended   her    were    often 
brudely  furrounded,  and  fometimes  inter- 
-^rogated   by   fucli   of   the   Prince's   court- 
as  had  not  benefited  by  his  example. — 
■  By  going  abroad  unexpectedly  with  her, 
I  found  that  fhe  was  not  offended  without 
reafon,    and  fenfible  of  my  imprudence 
in  thus  rifquing  her  fafety,  I  came  to  ths 
refolution    rather    to    abridge    myfelf  of 
the    pleafure    of   the     Prince's    fociety, 
than    purchafe    it    by    endangering     my 

daughter. 1    defired    her   to    retire 

for    awhile    when    Henry    .{hould    vifit 

me 
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me  next,  and  ere  he  could  account  {o^' 
the  fmgularity  of  finding  her  at  home, 
entered  into  the  dehcate  explanation^ 
With  an  acknowledged  attachment  to- 
him,  that  I  bore  my  child  alone  could- 
have  over-ruled,  I  fubmitted  it  to  him- 
felf,  whether  I  could  too  cautioufly  guard 
againft  a  cenmre  or  intuit  (lie  had  no  na- 
tural protestor  to  relent. — The  generous 
Henry  paufed  for  a  few  moments  with  ir- 
reloludon,  when  Riddenly  coUefting  cou- 
rage he  broke  filence. — -'  Will  Lady 
Leicefter  pardon,"  faid  he,  "  thofe  obtru- 
iive  vifits  flic  has  fubmitted  to  with. 
fo  much  complacency  ?  Will  fhe  deign, 
to  become  the  confidant  of  the  only  in- 
cident in  my  life  I  have  hid  from  her — •■ 
will  fhe  lifteh  with  indulgence  t" — He 
paufed  a  moment,  but,  ere  I  could 
refolve   how  to  anfwer,  purfued  the  dif- 

courfe r"   Accuftomed    even    from 

childhood  to  the  enfnaring  glances  of 
the  light  and  the  lovely — led  to  imagine 
myfelf  older  than  my  years  by  the  con- 
tinual  propofals    for    marrying    me   that 

have 
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!iave  conftantly  fucceeded  each  odier,  it 
is  not  wonderful  that  a  heart  naturall}-- 
lulceptible  fhould  mature  before  its  time. 
Among  the  many  beautiful  girls,  who 
have  already  fought  to  attraft  me,  I  foon. 
diftinguiflied  one,  by  whom  my  peace, 
my  honor,  my  innocence  became  en- 
dangered :  perhaps  they  had  been  loft, 
had  I  not  found  her  feliiili  and  ambitious. 
I  need  hardly  inform  you  that  this  feducing 
fair  one  is  the  Countefs  of  EiTex  ! — Vain 
of  her  influence  over  me,  ilie  took  plea- 
fure  in  publilliing  it,  and  taught  me  early 
To  bluili  for  my  choice  ;  but  I  could  not 
refolve  to  do  fo  continually.  I  formed 
the  bold  refolution  of  contending  with 
my  own  heart,  and  retired  hither  to  reco- 
ver it,  or  die.  Lady  ElTex,  enraged  and 
tumbled  at  this  conduft,  confirmed  me  in 
it,  by  attaching  herfelf  to  Vifcount  Ro- 
chefter  :  thus  rendering  it  fufficiently  ob- 
vious, llie  had  never  loved  me. — Befotted 
with  her  beauty,  that  weak  favorite  is  go- 
'  Verned  by  her  caprices,  and  him  I  was  born 
■  to  obey  yields  to  thofe  of  Rochefter.  Al- 
"    Vol.  III.  R  though 
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though  I  do  not  immediately  perceive  how 
Lady  Effex  means  to  effect  her  revenge, 
1 3,m.  convinced  that  it  is  only  maturing ;  and 
daily  expert  a  blow,  from  which  I  know 
not  how  to  guard  myfelf.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  how  can  I  venture  to  in- 
volve your  fate  with  mine  ?- — How  can 
I  afk  you  to  permit  me  to  offer  to  your 
lovely  daughter  the  heart  which  ever  ho- 
lers near  her  ? — Speak  Madam — my  hap- 
pinefs  is  in  your  hands — dare  you  rifque 
your  own  to  promote  it  ?"  While  I  lif- 
tened  to  this  fenfible,  this  frank  declara- 
tion of  the  Prince's  error,  and  his  attach- 
ment, my  fond  heart  found  its  firil 
wifh  accomplillied,  and  adopted  at  once 
the  royal  yonth  ;  folemnly  vowing  to  (hare, 
without  repining,  every  evil  that  might 
follow  an  alliance  fo  dear :  nor  did  I  fail 
fecretly  to  exult  in  my  Mary's  hereditary 
right  even  to  this  diftinftion. 

To  cement  the  confidence  between  us, 
and  convince  the  prince  that  his  prefent 
choice  was  judicious,  I  refolved  to  confide 
to  him  the  fecret  fo  long,  fo  painfully  pre- 

ferved? 
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ferved  ;  and  related  my  whole  hiftory.  As 
I  retraced  its  affeding  incidents,  I  knew 
them  to  be  fo  only  by  his  eager,  his  gene- 
rous fympathy  ;  fo  wholly  was  my  own 
foul  engroffed  by  the  happy  profpeft  he 
had  opened  before  it. 

The   Prince   of  Vv^ales    aclinowledged 
with  joy  the- relationHiip  I   claimed;  and, 
■to  confirm  all  I  had  advanced,  I  offered 
him  the  long-faved  teftimonialr.,  which  he 
perufed  with  filent  reverence  :  then   fix- 
.ing  his  eyes,  flill  impreffed  with  that  ele- 
vated  fentiment,    on   mine,   he  gave  ut- 
rterance   to    the    di6lates   of    his    heart. — 
"**  Who  would  fuppofe,"  exclaimed  he,  "  a 
■fortitude  fo  unexampled  could  poffibly  be 
■combined  with  a  frame  delicate  even  to 
fragility  ! — May  the  m.isfortunes  you  have 
indehbly  im.prelfed  on  my  memory,   my 
more  than   mother,   be   the  laft   of  yoiir 
life — May  that   being  who    direfted  my 
foul  to  cherifh  the  admiration    and  efleem 
infpired    by   your   lovely    daughter,    and 
matehleis   felf,    fufTer    the    youth    before 
you  to  fupply  to  your  heart,  all  it  ought 
to   have  inherited — all    it  unhappily  has 
R  2  ioH-. 
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loft.     Dear  will  be  the  moment  when  to 
the  form  of  your  angei  mother  my  autho- 
rky  ihall  add  the  name,  and  that  moment 
will  hereafrer,  oh  !  moil:  honored  of  wo- 
men, infallibly  be  mine." 

While  I  liftened  to  prediftions  fo  flat- 
tering, 1  almoft  believed  them  accom- 
pliihed.  In  thy  unblown  youth,  oh, 
royal  Henr)',  was  comprifed  every  pro- 
mile  that  could  dilate  or  fill  the  heart  : 
mine  centred  at  once  in  thee,  and  my 
daughter  :  finding  in  the  mere  hope  of 
fo  glorious  a  union,  a  total  fufpenfion  from 
fuifering  and  forrow. 

I  had  now  no  referves  with  the  Prince, 
and  leading  in  my  blufhing  Mary  pre- 
fented  her  to  her  royal  coufm  ;  who 
gracefully  offered  up  his  unblemifhed 
foul  on  the  hand  he  bowed  over.  So  pure 
a  tranfport  took  poffeilion  of  mine  as 
obliterated  every  other  imprefTion.  I 
fnatched  the  united  hands  fo  dear,  fo  be- 
loved, and  prefiing  them  to  my  bofom, 
fickened  with  very  ecftafy,  and  withdrew 
to  recover  myfelf. — Wandering  alone  bv 

rh< 
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the  lide  of  the  Thames,  I  railed  iny  full 
eyes  to  heaven  ;  and  called  the  happy 
ipirits  of  my  mother,  filler,  and  Loid 
Leicefler,  to  fympathize  with  me  in  aa 
event  which  promifed  to  end  the  perfe- 
cutions  of  my  family,  by  thus  blelfediy 
•■uniting  the  laft  fprung  branches  of  it.  A 
ferenity  of  the  fublimeft  nauire  fucceeded 
the  fweet  trouble  of  my  fpirits,  and  ena- 
bled me  to  rejoin  the  youthful  lovers  with 
the  dignity  due  to  my  own  charafter. 

The  fituation  in  which  we  ftood  en- 
deared us  ftill  more  to  the  Prince,  by 
perpetually  reminding  him  how  intimately 
our  welfare  was  conneAed  with  his  own. 
Every  hour  feemed  to  unite  us  more  and 
more  to  each  other.  Henry  fpoke  to  me 
with  the  freedom  of  a  fon  ;  conjuring  me 
not  to  take  any  ftep  that  would  create  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  my  birth,  or  the  fecret 
tye  formed  between  us,  till  he  had  well 
weighed  every  confequence  that  might 
cnflie  :  and,  to  elude  the  watchful  fpies, 
with  whom  we  were  alike  furrounded,  he 
propofed  paffing  in  the  evening  through 
his  garden  to  ours,  if  I  would  deign  for 
R  3  a  while 
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a  while  to  allow  him  thus  to  reach  the 
faloon.  Our  fituation  was  too  delicate 
not  to  require  the  ftriclelt  caution,  yet  as 
I  could  difcover  no  mode  of  receivino- 
the  Prince,  which  was  not  equally  quef- 
tionable,  and  more  dangerous,  I  ac- 
quiefced  in  his  propofal,  as  well  as 
that  he  fhould  render  one  of  his  gentle- 
men (Sir  David  Murray)  a  confidant  of 
this  intimacy,  though  not  of  its  nature, 
or  extent. 

An   incident   fo    important    engroflino- 
m.y   every   thought,    my   heart    returned 
once   more   eagerly   into   the   world.     It 
had  now  an  intereft  in  fully  underftanding 
the  real  charaders  of  the  King,  the  Queen, 
Vifcount    Rochefter,    and    every   indivi- 
dual likely  or  intitled   to  interfere  at  this 
interefting     criiis — I      examined,     confi- 
dered,  and  weighed  every  thing.     I  foon 
difcovered  that  the  whole  royal  family  were 
at  variance!  That  the  imperious  Queen,, 
unable  to  wreft  her  hufband  from  his  fa- 
vorites,   or    her    fon    from    his    duties,, 
fcorned     the     firfl:,     and    negleded    the 
latter ;     confining    herfelf   wholly    to    a 

court 
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court  formed  of  her  own  creatures,  who 
affifted  her  to  fpoil  her  younger  fon  ; 
whom  (lie  had  dmoft  eHranged  from  his 
bjother.  Her  beautiful  daughter,  who 
united  in  her  own  perfon  the  graces  of 
Mary  with  the  fpirit  of  Elizabeth,  alone 
allured  to  the  court  of  the  Queen  the  few 
perfons  of  m^erit  it  afforded.  Henry  was 
often  lavifh  in  the  praifes  of  his  lifter, 
and,  as  the  was  the  only  relation  he  ever 
voluntarily  fpoke  of,  I  naturally  concluded 
that  fhe  was  the  only  one  intitled  by  fu- 
perior  qualities  to  that  diftindtion.  King 
James,  who  had  mounted  the  throne 
under  happier  aiifpices  than  almoft  any 
preceding  fovereign  of  England,  had  al- 
ready lived  long  enough  to  lofe  the  affec- 
tions of  his  people.  By  turns  a  pedant 
and  a  buffoon,  his  folemnity  was  even 
more  difgufiing  than  his  levity..  Go- 
verned by  a  prediledion  of  the  moft  ab- 
furd  and  fingukr  nature^  to  a  beautiful 
favorite  he  always  delivered  up  the  reins 
of  empire  ;  readily  fiibm-itting  to  a  fhame- 
ful  fubjedlion  in  all  important  points,, 
;  provided  he  might  enjoy  a  ridiculous  fu- 
R  4;  premacy 
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premacy  in  his  hours  ot'  indulgence  and) 
retirement.  From  i'uch  a  weak  and  in- 
confiftent  King,  and  his  profligate  Mi- 
nifters^  the  wife,  the  fcientific,  and  the 
good,  had  gradually  retreated  ;  and,  in 
negledt  and  lilence,  contemplated  from 
far  the  growth  of  that  exemplary  Prince, 
who  promifed  to  retrieve  the  fame  of  his 
anceftors,  and  the  glory  of  the  kingdom 
he  was  born  to  reign  over.  A  youth  of 
eighteen  capable  of  uniting  the  unble- 
miihed  virtues  of  that  age,  with  the  dif 
cernment  of  a  maturer  one,  was  a  ph^-* 
nomenon,  and  of  courfe  either  adored  or 
detefted — While  the  body  of  the  kingdom 
regarded  the  Prince  of  Wales  only  with  the 
firft  fentiment,  the  worthlefs  favorites  of  his 
father  were  actuated  folely  by  the  latter. 

To  marry  and  efcape  the  plans  of  Ro- 
chefter  was  the  interefh  of  Henry ;  and 
to  marry  without  his  father's  knowledge 
his  unwilhng  choice. — Yet  highly  feniible 
of  the  flavery  impofed  by  his  rank,  he 
had  relifted  every  temptation  from  beau- 
ties of  an  inferior  one  : — but,  when  ap- 
prized of  my  ilory,  he  faw,  or  fancied  he 


THE     RECESS,    &e.       249 

jfaw,  in  m}'  daughter,  a  wife  allotted  him  by 
heaven — one  to  whom  no  juft    objedlion 
^  could  poffibly  be  made  ;  one  born  to  give 
ihappinefs  to  his  heart,  and  honor  to  his 
name.     Nor  could  he  doubt,  even  if  his 
1  father  iliut  his  eyes  againfh  the  tmth,   but 
that  he  fliould  be  able  to   convince   the 
people  of  my  birth,  when    the    publica- 
tion of  the  marriage  iliould  give  my  ftory 
;the  wdiole  weight  of  his  credence. 
i      Succefs,  in  his  judgment,  depended  fole>- 
ily  on   the    concealment  of  the   purpofed 
i\mion  till  it  could  be  accompliilied  ;  for, 
lif  the  intention  tranfpired  ere  the  event, 
^he  was  fatisfied  the  moft  defperate  efforts 
^  would   be    made  to  wrefl   us   from   him. 
'^  Yet   as  at  this  very  period  a  public  treaty 
was    negociating  with   a   foreign    Prince, 
ihe   could  not  form  a  tye  of  fuch  import- 
ance without  giving   his   father  juft  caufe 
-of  offence,  the  nation  at  large  a  contempt 
ifor  his  charafter,   and  the   diftant   Sove- 
reign thus  infulted  a  mortal  difguft.     We 
therefore  agreed  to  wait  till  this   Minifte- 
l-irial  project  like  many  others  (hould  difapf- 
p  point   itfelf,   and  feize  that   moment   to 

celebrate 
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celebrate  and  publifli  a  marriage,  which 
was  to  end  all  our  fears,  and  complete  all 
our  hopes. 

During  this  interval  I  obferved  with 
pain  that  the  extreme  timidity  of  my 
daughter's  charader  prevailed  over  the 
enthufiafm  incident  to  her  years  ;  and 
damped  with  vague  apprehenfions  thofe 
moments  love  and  hope  might  have  made 
fo  happy.  I  faw  this  little  feminine  weak- 
nefs  with  extreme  uneaiinefs.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  was  diftinguiihed  by  a  manly 
firmnefs,  which  ever  wifely  weighed  the 
approaching  trial,  then  calmly  dared  it.. 
For  a  foul  fo  noble,  I  defired  to  find  a 
faultlefs  bricie  ;  and  looking  fearfully  into- 
the  future,  I  fometimes  thought  my  Ma- 
ry's timid  heart  would  one  day  throb 
without  caufe  againfb  that  of  a  fovereiga 
oppreiTed  with  innumerable  cares,  he 
perhaps  fought  to  lofe  the  remembrance 
of  in  her  fociety.  Neverthelefs,  I  did  not 
perceive  my  tender  admonitions  on  this 
fubjed;  had  any  other  confequence  than 
that  of  inducing  my  daughter  to  bury 
in  her  bofom  thofe  fentiments  and  emo- 
tions,, 
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j'ttons,    I    had-  (o   many   years   delighted 
wito  participate. 

It  was  now  autumn  ! The   time  of 

'■the  King's  periodical  progreffes. The 

'Prince  could  not  avoid  following  his 
-  father,  but  he  lingered  in  his  duty  ;  and 
''  having  ftaid  a  day  too  long  with  us,  haft- 
"■'  ened  to  overtake  the  King,  whom  he 
r  was  to  feaft  at  Woodftock.  He  wrote  to 
tj  me  from  thence,  complaining  of  fatigue 
\  and  lafiitude  ;  but,  with  his  iifual  atten- 
Vtion,  informed  me  that  he  was  in  treaty 
ifor  Kenilworth  Caftle  ;  where  he  flattered 
Hhimfelf  I  iliould  again  fee  golden  days, 
pi  like  thofe  I  ftill  remembered  with  fo  much . 
\  pleafure. 

Alas,  the  few  he  had  irradiated  were 
'1  quickly  haftening  to  a  period  I  At  the  firfh- 
fc  vifit  he  paid  me  on  his  return,  my  foul  was 
^  ftruck  widi  a  very  apparent  alteration  in  his 
-]  perfon ;  v/hich  was  grown  thin  and  wan  be- 
yond conception,  confidering  the  fhortnefs 
^  of  the  time.  Not  all  the  joy  he  exprefled  at 
our  meeting  could  fatisfy  me  that  he  was 
V  either  well  or  happy  ;    but,  obferving  he 
evaded  my  aueftions,  and  fearful  ofaJarm- 
I  ing 
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ing  him  without  reafon,  I  ftrove  to  fup- 
prefs  that  maternal  anxiety,  which  all  his 
affurances  of  health  and  cheerfulneis  could 
not  difpel.  ]  perceived  my  daughter  was 
impreifed  with  the  fame  idea,  for,  though 
llie  fpoke  not,  it  was  vifible  to  me  that  (lie 
wept  greatly  when  alone. 

Thfe  evenings  were  now  too  fliort  and 
damp  for  me  to  allow  the  evening  vifits 
of  the  Prince  ;  and  I  rather  chofe  to 
rifque  every  danger  by  receiving  him 
openly,  than  fubjecl  him  to  any   by  an 

ill-judged  caution. -Alas,  thefe  cares 

were    vain. The   rapid  decay   of  the 

•royal  Henry's  health  became  vifible  even 
to  indifferent  fpeftators.  An  affefting 
languor  was  the  only  expreflion  of  thofe 
fine  eyes  once  fo  full  of-  fire,  and  the 
youthful  cheeks  every  following  day 
lliould  have  tinged  with  a  deeper  bloom, 
grew  more  and  more  wan  and  hollow — 
He  could  no  longer  conceal  his  ilhiefs. 
Alas,  it  pierced  me  to  the  foul  !  I  was 
miferable  at  remembering  a  charge  fo 
precious,  as  his  v/elfare,  ihould  be  com- 
mitted to  iervants  of  whatever  denomi- 
nation. 
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I  nation. — No  mother — no  fifler — duties 
I  indifpenfable  in  every  other   rank  of  life, 
were  it  feems  incompatible  with  royalty. 
Oh,  Henry  ! — dear  amiable  youth  !   even 
yet  am  I  tempted  to  accufe  my  felt"  for  not 
having    better    deferved    the    tender   ap- 
pellation thy  filial  reverence  fo  often  be- 
llowed on  me,  by  daring  every  thing  for 
thy  fake  !     Slaves   to  imperious   cuftom, 
our  aftions  are  too  often  regulated  by  that 
':  idle     multitude,    whofe   moft    lavidi    ap- 
!  plaufes  would  but  ill  confole  us  for  one 
'  lingle  reproach  from   that  unerring   mo- 
nitor, our  own  confcience. 

Either  not  convinced  that  this  fecret  ma- 
lady was  undermining  his  conllitution,  or 
indifferent  to  the  event,  the  Prince  ftill  con- 
tinued in  the  purfuit  of  his  ufual  athletic 
exercifes  and  habits,  till  his  ftrength  be- 
came wholly  unequal  to  them.  I  once 
more  perfuaded  him  to  call  in  medical 
affiftance,  and  he  promifed  to  attend 
to  himfelf  as  foon  as  his  fifter  and  the 
eledlor  fhould  depart. — Obliged  to  appear 
at  the  celebration  of  their  marriage  in 
London,  he  came  to  pay  us  a  parting  vi- 
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fit.  Impreffed,  perhaps,  with  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  the  laft,  he  threw  himfelf  into 
my  arms,  and  (lied  there  the  firil  tears 
I  had  ever  feen  fall  from  his  eyes. — Mine 
readily  overflowed — a  grief  too  deep  for 
utterance  preifed  upon  my  foul,  and 
Henry  recovered  ere  I  could.  His  heart 
miffed  my  daughter,  who  was  gone 
abroad. — ^He  fighed,  funk  into  a  little 
reverie,  and  breaking  it,  with  a  faint 
fmile,  faid,  "  he  ought  rather  to  congra- 
tulate himfelf  on  her  abfence."  He  fighed 
.again,  and,  after  another  paufe,  refumed 
■his  difcourfe  in  a  low  and  broken  voice. — 
**  Mourn  not  thus,  my  mother  (for  I 
will  ftili  give  you  a  title  you  mayjuftly 
claim  from  her  who  bore  me  ,•  fmce  who 
^ever  loved  me  as  you  have  done?)  I  have 
youth  in  my  favor,  and  this  oppreffive 
malady  may  not  be  mortal  :  for  your  fake 
;  alone  do  I  wifh  it  to  be  otherwife,  believe 
me. — Already  weary,  difgufted  with  this 
world,  1  could  retreat  from  it  almofl 
-without  a  pang,  did  I  not  know  my  lofs 
-would  be  to  you  an  irremediable  calamity. 
Yet  who  fhall  judge  of  the  difpenfations 

of 
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of   the    Almighty  ? — I    might    fulfil    all 
your  wilhes  without  feeing  you  happy — 
I  might  obtain  all  my  own  without  ceafmg 
to    be   wretched.     Recall    this    often    to 
your  memory,  whatever  follows  our  part- 
ing ;    and  remember  your  name  will  be 
ever  on  thefe  lips  while  they  have  power 
^;o  utter  a  found. — For  the  adored  of  my 
foul — but  Ihe  is  furely  become  a  part  of 
it  ;    and   if  not  permitted  to  poflefs  her 
in  this  w^orld,  1  will  expect  her  in  a  bet- 
iter." — ^^Perceiving  his  dim  eye  was  fixed 
on  a  pidure  of  my  daughter  which  hung 
at  my  bofom,  I  prefented  it  to  him. — r- 
!"  And  do  you  too,  beloved  Henry/'  re- 
turned I,  in  a  broken  voice,  "  remember 
that  the  mother  who  gives  you  this,  would 
aave    comprifed  in    the    original    every 
|race,  every  virtue,  to  be  found  through 
luman   nature  :    and    having    done    fo, 
irauld  ftill  have  thought  her  honoured  in 
;our  choice. — Ah  !  royal    youth  !  relign 
^ot  a  heart  fo  noble  to  vapourifh   depref- 
>on.- — Your    life,    your    happinefs,     are 
iQtyour  own  merely — a   nation  is   born 

I)  pray  for  the  former,  to  crown  you  with 
.  ^  the 
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the  latter. — For  myfelf — upon  the  fweet 
hope  of  matching  my  daughter  with  you, 
of  Iharing  the  loft  tranfports  of  mutual 
virtue  and  affeftion,  I  have  learnt  to  live, 
but  furely  1  could  never  furvive  its  ex- 
tindion." — My  full  foul  allowed  not  of 
another  fy liable.  The  Prince  fixed  his 
fufFuf^d  eyes  on  mine,  with  a  myfierious 
melancholy,  almoil  amounting  to  defpair, 
and  touching  with  his  lips  thofe  hands  his 
trembling  ones  Hill  gralped,  ruilied  pre- 
cipitately into  the  court  yard.  The  found 
of  his  voice  drew  me  towards  the 
window — — the  graceful  youth  made  me 
a  laft  obeifance  and  galloped  away  ;  while 
my  partial  eye  piirfued  him  till  beyond  ite 
reach,  and  even  then  my  ear  feemed  to 
diftinguifli  the  feet  of  his  liorfe,  -  ■'' 

With  his  ufual  kind  confideratioh 
Henry  wrote  to  me  the  next  day,  that  he 
found  himfelf  better  ;  and,  in  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  his  lifter  happy,  felt  reconciled 
to  the  impolitic  match  made  for  her. — 
He  even  afTifted  at  the  various  feftivals' 
with  which  the  nuptials  of  the  royal  Eli-' 
zabeth  were   honored  y-    but  fcarce  were 

tl^ev 
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they    over,  when    his   heakli    and   fpirits 

failed  at  once,  and  the  faculty  were  called 

in  to  his  aid.     A  malady  which  had  been 

fo  long  engrafting  itfelf  on  his  conflitu- 

tion,  left  but    little   hope   of  his   life; — 

I    had   ceafed  to  entertain   any  :   yet,  far 

from   fupporting  the   idea  of  loling  him 

with    fortitude,    my   foul    mourned   as  it 

;   it  then   had    firft    known    forrow.       Not 

I  daring  to  give  free   vent  to  my   appre- 

.   henfions  in  the  prefence  of  my  daughter, 

3jf  drove  with  cold  and   watery  fmiles  to 

y  flatter     thofe     hopes    in     her    heart    my 

^»  own  had  long  rejefted,  and  faw  with  vain 

regret,  the  deep  excefies  of  a  fenlibiliry 

I  had  laboured  to  excite  and  ftrengthen. 

What  days,  what  nights  of  fadnefs  and 
fufpenfe  were  ours,  while  the  unfortunate 
Henry   was  languiiliing  away   every  vital 
power  ere  yet  they  had  reached  maturity  ! 
-—"Frequently    delirious,    our    names,  ef- 
;caped  unconfcioufly  from  thofe  lips,  which 
.at  his   lucid  intervals,  uttered  only  fighs 
and    groans.    Murray,    his     beloved     at- 
tendant, gave  us  conftant  information  ot 
idle  progrefs  of  his  fever  ;    nor   did  the 
Vol.  III.  S  r.miabb 
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ainiable  Henry  fail  at  intervals  to  charge 
him  with  tender  remembrances.  Sir  Da- 
vid at  length  acquainted  me  that,  as  the  im- 
paffioned  delirium  of  the  Prince  pointed 
ever  toward  us,  the  King  had  been  ap- 
prized of  it  ;— that  he  had  minutely 
queilioned  his  fon's  mod  favoured  at- 
tendants, and  among  thein  himfelf,  on 
the  orig'n,  progrefs,  and  (Irength,  of  an 
attachnient  thus  fuddeniy  and  ftrangejy 
brought  to  light,  deeply  ruminating  on 
all  he  heird.  "I  'could  not  feel  ac- 
quitted to  myfelf,  madam/'  concluded  the 
faithful  Murray,  "  were  I  to  conceal  this, 
nor  dare  I  add  a  furmife  on  fo  delicate  an 
6ccafion.*' 

"  Ah,  of  v.'hat  importance  to  us  are  all 
the  late  inquiries,  the  vague  conje6lures 
of  James  !"  cried  I,  folding  my  daughter  to 
my  bofom  ;  "  if  heaven  deprives  us  of 
liis  ineflimable  fon,  neither  his  love  or 
his  hatred  can  greatly  affe6l  us. — Beloved 
Mary — dear  inheritor  of  misfortune  ! — 
widowed  ere  yet  thou  art  a  wife,  a  long 
obfcurity,  a  folitary  youth  is  all  thy  por- 
tion— a  forrow  which  can  never  end  thy 
2  mother's 
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■mother's — But  why  fnoiild  I  hcfitate  to 
avow  myielf?—r Wherefore  lliould  I  not 
pubhfli  claims  which  even  tyranny  can- 
not cancel ;  but  perhaps  it'  will  not  dif- 
pute  ?  The  timid,  abje<5t  fpirit  of  James 
knows  not  how  to  contend  with  one  firm 
in  virtue — immutable  in  truth.— Ah, 
had  I  done  fo  long  fince,  I  might  at  this 
moment,  dear  Plenry,  have  hovered  near 
thy  couch,  and  foftened  the  anguiih  no 
mortal  can  prevent  I — Perhaps  the  King- 
already  Parmifes  the  fadl — let  him  de- 
mand it." 

Sir  David  Murray's  next  letter  breathed 

the  very  fpirit  of  defpair. — "  Prepare 

yourfelf,  madam,"  faid  he,  "  for  the  worft  ; 

perhaps,    ere  this   reaches  you,  England 

'  will  have  loft  its  deareft  hope,  the  roval 

I  rHenry's    friends    their   only   one.       The 

■  Vnioft  defperate  efforts  of  ait  have  failed, 

■  and  exhaufted  reafon  often  now  revifits 
;  with  a  languid  ray  the  noble  heart  (he  is 
-  fo  foon  to   quit   for  ever.      The    Prince 

'Tias  juft  ordered    me  to    commit  to   the 
-,  ..'flames   every   letter  and   paper  in   which 
S  2  you 
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you  are  mentioned  : — a  fure  proof  that 
he  has  given  himfelf  up. — Alas,  he 
knows  not  how  often  names  fo  dear  have 
efcaped  him  ;  he  has  called  for  you, 
madam,  and  your  angelic  daughter,  almoft 
the  whole  night,  but  frequently  recolleft- 
ing  himfelf,  has  waved  his  feeble  hand, 

and  fighed  out  no no no." 

Three  hours  after,  another   exprefs  ar- 
rived.  ''  Pardon,    madam,    the  hafte 

and  incoherency  of  fcrawls  penned  at  fo 
trying  a  moment. — Alas,  the  moft  fan- 
o;uine  of  the  houfehold  has  now  ceafed  to 
hope. — Our  royal  mafler's  fpeech  entirely 
fails  him — his  laft  effort  was  haflily  and  re- 
peatedly to  call  me — I  flew  to  his  bedfide  ; 
but,  though  my  every  fenfe  feemed  to  re- 
folve  into  ear,  I  found  it  impoffible  to 
underftand  him— either  I  widely  erred  or 
he  named  France ;  perhaps  I  commit  a 
fecond  error  in  fuppofing  he  referred  to 
vou,  madam,  but  I  voluntarily  rifque 
every  thing,to  fulfil  the  parting  wifh  of  a 
mafter  fo  adored.  The  King,  the  phy- 
ficians,  all    have  taken   a  long    leave  of 

the 
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rhc  almoft  beatified  Prince  ;'  and  tliere  is 
nothing  left  for  thofe  who  love  him  beft 
to  wifh,  but  that  his  pure  fpirit  may  pafs 
away  in  peace." 

The  agony  and  ftupor  this  affedling 
billet  occafioned,  were  hardly  abated  when 
another  arrived. "  It  is  all  over,  ma- 
dam,'* concluded  the  worthy  Murray, 
"  raife  your  flreaming  eyes  to  heaven  ;  it 
is  there  alone  you  can  now  look  for 
the  incomparable  Prince  of  Wales. — 
Fatigue  and  anguifh  difable  me  from  fay- 
ihg  more." 

It  was  not  till  the  awful  moment  which 

J  reftored  the  unfullied   foul  of  Henry  to 

]  its  omnifcient   Creator,  that  I  had  dared 

(to  breathe  a  wifh  of  which  he  was  nor 

tthe  object,  or  allowed  my  thoughts  to  pafs 

beyond  himfelf. — That  exquihte  fenlibi- 

lity  which  lives   through   all  dear  to  us, 

had  made  me  feverely  fuffer  with  him, 

and   confequently    pray    for    that   releale 

nvhich  alone  feemed  likely   to  give  him 

eafe  ;  nor  did  I  recolledt  till  he  was  gone 

for  ever,  the  void  his  lofs  vrould  leave  in 

S    7,  SUV 
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my    hopes. — The    tremendous  cahTi,  by 
which  death  is  ever  followed,  now  took 
its  turn.  Bereft  of  a  fupport  on  which  I 
had    long    unconfcioully   reded,    1    funk 
into  a  defolation  which  made  me  almofh 
wifn    to  follow   the    lamented    Prince. — 
It  is  at  thefe  mtervals,  madam,  we  be- 
come moil  truly  fenlible  of  afl  the  im- 
perfedtions    of   our   nature. — How   often 
had  I  flattered  my  own  erring  heart   v/ith 
the  vain  behef  that  it  had  acqiured  ftreagthj 
purity,   and  virtue,  from  its  various  tri- 
als !  alas,  what   but   pride,     vanity,    and 
ambition,     ftill       throbbed      unalterably 
there  !  time  had  only  altered  the   object, 
not  the  pafiion,  and  centred  them  all  in 
my  daughter. 

We  fiiut  ourfelves  entirely  up,  and  deep- 
ly joined  in  the  general  mourning.  The 
fad  pleafure  of  knowing  him  we  bewail- 
ed, univerfally  lamented,  was  yet  ours. 
I  perufed,  1  appropriated,  with  a  mother's 
fondnefs,  the  lavilh  eulogies,  all  fefts, 
ail  parties,  all  poets,  graced  the  memo- 
ry of  the  Prince  with  : — it  was  the  only 

-mi- 
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mitigation  my  grief  could  know. — A 
confiderable  time  had  elapfed  without  our 
hearing  any  thing  from  Murray,  in  con- 
firmation of  his  conjefture  concerning 
Henry's  laft  wifh,  and  the  imperfed  ac- 
cents which  hngered  on  his  dying  Hps. — 
But  though  I  could  not  refolve  to  be- 
come a  guiltlefs  fugitive  even  in  com- 
pliance with  Prince  Henry's  will,  I  had 
had  no  other  motive  for  remaining  in 
England  than  to  lliew  that  I  was  not  driven 
out  of  it.  I  nov/  determined  to  quit  a 
country  which  had  been  the  grave  of  a 
hope  fo  dear,  and  found  my  daughter  en- 
,tirely  of  my  mind.  In  gratitude  for  the 
i  unwearied  attention  of  Sir  David  Murray, 
I  informed  him  "  of  my  intention  to  re- 
tire into  Flanders,  not  doubting  but  that 
the  Hollanders  would  afford  an  honor- 
able afylum  to  the  widow  and  orphan  of 
Lord  Leicefter. — I  befought  him  to  ac- 
cept a  ring  of  confiderable  value  in  token 
.of  my  deep  fenfe  of  the  generous  attach- 
ment he  had  (hewn  alike  to  myfelf,  and 
,that  incomparable  Prince  whofe  lofs  war. 
■;-f  .ver  prefcnt  to  my  mind  ;  and  reqUefted- 
S  4  as 
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as  a  laft  proof  of  his  regard,  the  reftoratlon 
of  that  piftiire  of  my  daughter  I  had 
given  to  the  royal  Henry  at  our  memorable 
parting." 

The  anfwer  of  Murray  flrangely  flartled 

and  alarmed  me. "  Your  intention  of 

quitting  England,  madam,"  faid  he,  "re- 
lieves my  mind  from  extreme  anxiety  ; — 
time  and  circumftances  have  united  to 
convince  me  that  I  did  not  miftmderftand 
the  laft  imperfeft  accents  of  my  much-loved 
mafter.— Lofe  not  a  moment  in  haften- 
ing  to  the  afylum  you  have  fixed  on. — -'. 
The  pidure,  madam,  is,  1  fear,  irre- 
trievably gone — I  cannot  by  either  bribes 
or  intreaties  procure  any  tidings  of  it. — 
Power,  alas,  I  now  have  not ! — If  ever  it 
comes  to  my  hands,  rely  on  its  being  re- 
flored  by  him  who  will  ever  devoutly  pray, 
for  your  happinefs." 

This  inexphcable  letter  roufed  every 
dormant  faculty. — Wherefore  fliould  my 
retiring  abroad  relieve  the  mind  of  a 
perfon  unconne6led  with  me  from  ex- 
treme anxiety  ? Why  fliould  he  urge. 

ihus   my    departure  ?  As    it    was    rather 

pride 
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pride  than   prudence  which   induced   me 
to  feek  a  country  where  I  might  fearlcfsly 
affert  my  every  right,  that  projed;  was  now 
rejetfled  from  the  very  motive  which  fiiil 
dictated  it. — A  myftery   my  nature  ever 
difdained.     Refolved  to  comprehend   all 
the  motives  on  which  Murray  wilhed  me 
to  aft,  I  ordered  every  thing  to  be  re- 
placed, and  fat  down  once  more  quietly 
at   home ;    refolved    to   brave  the  ftorm, 
if  indeed  there  was  any  gathering,  rather 
'  than  afcertain  my  fafety  by  a  difgraceful 
flight.     I  once  more  wrote  to  Sir  David, 
;  acquainting  him   with   my    prefent   con- 
i  duft,  and  its  reafons,  infifting  on  being 
:i  fully   informed   of  thofe   which   aftuated 
i  him  to  ofier  me  advice  fo  fingular  and 
I  myfierious. — How  infinitely  was  my  im- 
j  patience,  curiofity,  and  difdain,  heighten- 
.ed  by  his  anfwer  ! "  I  hear  with  ad- 
miration, madam,  a  determination  which 
from  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  your    cha-- 
rafter,  I   ought,    perhaps,  to   have  fore-: 
feen ;  neverthelefs,  my  fentiments  are  not. 
altered,  nor  lefs  urged,  could  I  divulge  the 
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reafons  on  which  they  are  grounded  :  but 
decorum  and  delicacy  give  way  to  your 
commands,  and  the  occafion.  Nevcr- 
thelefs,  I  find  it  impoflible  to  commit 
them  to  paper. — Dare  you  give  me  ad- 
miffion  at  midnight  ? — I  fnall  be  near 
your  gate  upon  the  chance,  but  be  wary 
in  the  choice  of  my  conductor,  as  per- 
haps my  hfe,  nay,  even  your  own,  de- 
peilds  upon  its  being  fuppofed  you  never 
had  any  private  correfpondence  or  com- 
munication with  me." 

How  did  my  nature  take  fire  at 
this  incomprehenfible  letter  ! — Me  to 
{loop  to  Tecrecy  ! — to  be  expofed  to 
lliame  ! — The  unknown  danger,  with 
which  he  reprefcnted  me  to  be  environed, 
appeared  wholly  indifferent ;  fo  exquintely 
fenfible  was  my  foul  of  the  imputation  of 
diflionor. — At  times  I  refolved  to  fhut 
out  Murray,  and  leave  the  brooding  mif- 
chief  'to  difciofe  itfeif  by  its  efiefts  ; 
but  love  for  my  daughter  controlling  the 
ftrong  fpirit  of  indignation  infeparable 
from  innocence,  1  yielded    to  the  ftiggcfi 

tions 
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tions  of  prudence,  and  prepared  to  admit 
him. — Inured  to  every  other  fpecies  of 
fufFering,  I  knew  not  how  to  bluih  before 
any  human  being. 

My  perplexed  and  agitated  mind  paiTed 
through    the     infinitude     of    poflibihties 
without   fixing    upon    one. — At   times    I 
imagined   all   the   caution    of    the    ro5'^al 
Henry   had    been    infufhcient,  and    that 
1  the  King,  by  means  of  fome  lofl  or  fe- 
■   creted   letter,  had  been  fully  apprized  of 
his  fon's  attachment  to  us,  and  the  hopes 
-  that    were     grounded     upon    it ;    though 
'1  even  then  I  knew  not  why  my  hfe  fhould 
(  be  in  the  queftion ;  ftill  lefs  could  I  ima- 
\  gine  it    endangered,    had  his    difcoveries 
i  reached  farther,   and  traced  out  the  long 
'■  'buried  fecret  of  my  birth.     Involved  in 
I  "bufy,   vague,    and   alarming   conjeftures, 
'1  I    hardly   knew    how    to    wait    with   any 
patience  for  the  fingijlar  hour  appointed 
to  afcertain  them. 

Senfibie,  by  the  deep  effed  this  took 
:  on   m.y  own  mind,  that  it  muft  dreadfully 
Ihock  my  daughter's,  and  ftill   flattering 

myfelf 


268        THE     R  E  C  E  S  S,    kc 

myfelf  that  this  indiftlnft  daiif^-er  mio-ht 
be  the  creation  of  a  defponding  temper  in 
Henry's  flivorite,  I  refolved  to  wak  the 
event  of  my  midnight  interview  with  Mur- 
ray, ere  I  confided  more  to  my  Mary  than 
flie  mufl  already  have  learnt  from  the  change 
in  my  refoliition  refpecling  quitting  Eng- 
land.— But  as  to  fee  her  was  to  explain 
all,  (for  how  could  I  hope  to  veil  emo- 
tions which  burnt  indignantly  on  my 
cheek  ?)  I  fent  her  word  that  I  was  feized 
with  a  violent  head- ach,  v/hich  I  would  en 
deavour  to  remedy  by  fleep  ;  and  accompa-i 
nied  this  meflage  with  a  new  book  iht 
had  an  eager  defire  to  fee,  and  which 
I  fincerely  prayed  might  wholly  occupy 
her  attention  at  this  interefting  crifis. 

Oh,  world  !  how  falfe,  how  erroneous  . 
are  the  feelings  v/e  imbibe  from  thee  ! — , 
Nature  ordained  fliame  to  be  the  compa- 
nion of  guilt,  but  overbearing  cuftom  has  . 
broke  that  tye,  and  oftener  bids  her" 
follow  virtue.  Scarce  could  I  refolve  to  v 
know  my  imputed  crime,  or  look  with' 
complacency  on  the   am.iable   man   who 

had 
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had  ventured  to  fugged  the  unforefeen 
danger. — It  was  the  utmoft  effort  of 
my  reafon  to  govern  this  unworthy  im- 
-pulfe. 

The  eftimable  Murray  was  fenfible  of 
an  equal  conftraint,  and,  by  the  generous 
confufion  with  which  he  appeared  before 
me,  reftored  my  mind  to  its  dignity  and 
compofure.  His  mourning,  and  the  tears 
t  which  followed  the  name  of  his  loft  royal 
mafter,  drew  forth  mine,  and  at  once 
blended  our  feelings.  Sir  David,  with 
infinite  delicacy  and  addrefs,  entered  into 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  lingular  illnefs^ 
iias  well  as  the  various  opinions  his  death 
bhad  given  rife  to  : — but  how  did  my 
foul  freeze  with  horror  to  learn  that  there 
were  many  (and  among  them  fome  of 
ihis  phyficians)  who  believed  him  poi- 
ifoned  !  The  killing  grief  fuch  a  fufpi- 
cion  mull  at  a  more  tranquil  moment 
have  caufed,  vaniflied,  however,  at  once 
)before  the  confufed  and  rapid  fenfations 
his  following  difcourfe  occafioned. — Oh, 
uCt  me  paufe  here  a  moment  to  adore  the 

in- 
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indulgence  of  the  Almighty,  which  aion? 
could  have  enabled  my  intellects  to  fupport 
fo  terrible  a  iliock  as  the  report  that  it  was 
from  my  hands  he  received  the  deadly 
prefent  ! — T  looked  at  Murray  awhile  in 
fpeechiefs  aftonifliment  ! — Anger,  (hame, 
:ind  horror,  divided  and  tore  me  in  pieces. 
— I  fcarce  heard  his  prayers  and  adjurations, 
but,  puO  i  ig  him  from  my  feet,  fliut  up 
every  indignant  fenfe  in  my  fwelling  heart, 
and  only  hoped  it  might  burftwith  the  deep 
convulfion. 

A  confide rablc  time  elapfed  ere  I  was 
enough  recovered  to  inquire  into  the 
origin  of  io  black  and  malicious  a  ca- 
lumny. I  then  conjured  him  to  inform 
me  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  its  diaboli- 
cal author. — To  this  he  anfwered,  that 
when  the  equivocal  decifion  of  the  fa- 
culty refpecling  the  caufe  of  the  Prince's 
death  firfb  reached  the  Queen,  the  vehe- 
mence of  her  grief,  as  well  as  that  0i\ 
her  temper,  made  her  inftantly  join  with: 
thofe  who  pronounced  him  poifoned. —  i 
This  doubt  was  no  fooner  publiflied  thaiif 

lit. 
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it   became    general ;  every    domeflrc    of 

the  Prince's  houfehold   became   by  turns 

'the  obje6t  of  fufpicion  to  his  fellov/s,  and 

fome  of  them   had  been  weak  enough  to 

afcertain  their  fafety  by  quitting  the  king- 

1  dom.      The  rumour  was    by  this-  means 

I  corroborated    and   ftrengthened ;    but,  as 

i  nothing   tranipired   that   could    authorize 

:  a  judicial  inquiry,  the  King  became  fatif- 

!  fied  that  the  melancholy   cataftrophe  of  his 

/youthful  heir  had   been   in  the  common 

iCourfe  of    nature;    when,    all    at    once, 

"iby   fome    incornprehenfible     means,    the 

'1  Vague  fufpicions  of  the  multitude,  which 

h'Were  far  from  extinguifhed,  though  wholly 

ii unfixed,  revived   with   added   force,  and 

centred   in    me.     It    was    now   generally 

iteported    that    the     Prince     of    Wales, 

ih  the  laft  vifit  he   paid  me,  had  tafted 

feme  dry   preferves   (a  little    refreihrnent 

of  which  he  was  extremely  fond,  though  • 

-fortunately  the  diftrad:ion  of  m.y  mind   at 

il'hat  period  had  prevented  me  from  offer- 

ng  him  any)    which   'moft    likely    were 

boifdned,    as    his   laft  illnefs   rapidly  in- 

:reafed  imrtiediately    after.'      It  was  well 
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known  that  I  had  been  the  conftant 
objecfl  of  his  delirious  reveries ;  and  every 
vague  or  m54lerious  exprefiion  which 
had  efcaped  him  at  thofe  intervals,  had 
been  remembered,  traced,  and  applied  with 
diabolical  ingenuity.  The  fingular  pre- 
caution of  his  choofmg  to  fee  his  own  papers 
burnt  had  ferved  only  to  perfuade  the 
prejudiced  multitude  that  the  unfortu- 
nate Prince  was  unwiUing  to  ftigmatizc 
her  who  had  deflroyed  him.  By  fuch 
plaufible  and  bafe  fuggeftions  the  eyes  of 
an  inflamed  and  aiBidled  nation  had  been 
led  towards  the  folitary  dwelling,  where, 
unconfcious  of  danger,  I  remained  buried 
in  a  grief  the  mod  charitable  imputed  only 
to  r^morfe.  There  wanted  but  little  to 
incite  the  people  to  anticipate  the  ftxoke 
of  juftice,  by  tearing  me  to  pieces,  when 
the  King  confirmed  the  general  fufpicion 
by  a  renewed  and  more  minute  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  his  fon's  vifits  to  me, 
their  continuance,  and  defign  :  no  perfon 
being  able  to  fatisfy  his  cuiiofity,  he 
dropt  harfh  and  ambiguous  expreilions  ; 
•and  that  feveral  of  his  favorites  had  imce 

urcred 
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urged  the   propriety  of  bringing   me   to 
■a  public  trial  ;  a  meafure  which  had  the 
•whole    weight    of   the    Queen's    interell. 
'Alarmed  and  uncertain  how  to  proceed, 
'  Sir  David  had  underftood  at  this  very  junc- 
ture   my  intention  of  retiring  into  Hol- 
^knd  ;    and,    by    fuppofing    me    pre-ac- 
•quainted  with /the    llanders  of  the   pub-- 
lie,  had  unwarily  reduced   himfelf  to   the 
i  painful    neceffity    of    repeating    them. — 
'  'He  concluded  .with  hinting  the  prudence 
'  '-ef  abiding  by  my  former  dengn  of  im- 
[  ^mediately    quitting    England,    as    in    in- 
,  .ftances   where    the    prejudices    of    a    na- 
( iiion  infefted    even   thofe   individuals  in- 
i  trufted   with   the   execution   of   its   laws, 
cdnnocence  itfelf  was  fcarce  a  prote6lion  : 
Si'biaffed  judges  might  eafily  miftake  pre- 
n.fumptions   for  proofs,   nor  have   candour 
[(-enough  to  vindicate  the  honor  which  had 
ftthus  been  queilioned. 

AVhile  Sir  David  yet  fpoke,  a  new 
I' v/orld  difplayed  itfelf  before  me. — Ah  ! 
3  how  unlike  the  paradife  pictured  by  mv 
I'guiltlels  mind  ! — Thofe  countenances  in 
Vol.  III.  T  \vhich 
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.•which    I    yeflerday   faw   only   the    living 
image  of  their  Creator,  now  glared  upon 
me    iii'ie    fo    many    fiends. — A    horrible 
gulph  feemed  to  open  beneath  my  feet, 
into   which  a  thoufand   hands   fought   at 
once  to  precipitate  me,  and  my  timid  foul 
retreated  in  vain  from  the  danger. — To 
live    iindillinguirned — to     die    unknown, 
were  mortifications  fufiiciently  grievous. — 
But  the  bare  idea  of  being;  arraigned — 
dragged  as  a  pre -judged  criminal  before 
a  partial  judge,   had  fomething  in  it  fo 
tremendous,    as    made    every   other    evil 
appear  eafe.     My  blood   flowed  impetu- 
oufly   through   ray   frame,    and   my   be- 
wildered   judgment   wanted    ftrength    to 
govern  the  torrent. — A  malice   fo  bold, 
profound     and     diabolical,    could     have 
only  one  author,   but  where  to  look  for 
that  one   I  knew  not  ;  nor   could   I   re-* 
colleft  a  human  being  I  had  injured,   or 
a  villain  I  had  provoked. — Like  a  wretch 
awakened   by  aiTafTms  in  the  darknefs  of 
midnight,  I   knew  not  but  that  the  hand 
laifed  to  ward  the  blow  m.ight  bleed  on  the 

pre- 
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prefented  dagger.  In  this  terrible  con- 
jundure  I  had  only  virtue  to  befriend 
me  :  though,  alas,  virtue  herfelf  half 
withers  before  the  blighting;  breath  of  ca- 
•lumny  !  While  Sir  David  enforced  the 
arguraents  he  had  already  urged  to  in- 
duce me  to  quit  the  kingdorn,  my  foul, 
by  one  of  thofe  violent  exertions  great 
,'OCcaf:G;is  v.-ili  fometimes  produce,  reco- 
vered all   her  powers. — Indignation  fub- 

I  fided  at  once  into  fortitude,  and  anger  into 
rheroilm.^ — "  You  have  hitherto  only  {ccn 
tme,  Sir  David,"  laid  I, — "  it  is  now  alone 

II  can  be  known  to  you  ; — iliuddering  with 
i'horror  at  the  imputations  you  have  ex- 
'  plained,  I  yet  dare  not  retreat;  unlefs  I 
can  confute  them — no,  not  even  con- 
demnation could  induce  me  to  fly,  and 
leave  my  honor  behind  me. — Vv'hat  ! 
Ifhall  I  blight  the  opening  virtues  of  my 
'child,  by  ex  poll  ng  her  with  myfelf  to  un- 
^jjierited  cenfurc  ?  The  pride,  the  plea- 
"fiu-e,  of  unfuiiied  virtue,  v>'as  all  for- 
*t;une  permirted  mc  to  retain  of  the  wealth 
-a-nd    honors   Vvdiich  once   glittered   before 

T  2  niv 
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my  youthful  eyes — nor  did  I  undervalue 
the  moft  dear  and  facred  of  all  poffeffions 
— alas,  even  that  is  now  raviflied  from 
me,  and  one  way  alone  can  it  be  re- 
trieved.— Defperate  as  the  effort  feems, 
it  muft  be  ventured — yes — I  will  fee  the 
King  whatever  it  colts  me :  furely,  the 
fainted  fpirit  of  the  royal  Henry  would 
appear  to  vindicate  my  innocence  (hea- 
vens !  that  I  iTiould  hve  to  know  it  quef- 
tioned  !)  were  every  other  means  to 
prove  infufficient. — I  will  trouble  you 
no  farther,  refpected  Murray,  unlefs 
you  will  deign  to  convey  a  letter  to 
Lord  Rochefter,  requefting  a  private  au- 
dience of  the  King." 

An  idea  fo  fingular  transferred  the 
aftonilhment  Murray  had  at  hrft  excited 
in  me  to  his  own  mind  ;  that  my  inteileds 
were  touched  then  feemed  to  him  very 
probable,  but  perceiving  that  I  was  mif- 
trefs  both  of  my  lenfes  and  temper, 
he  prefumed  not  to  contend  with  a  fpi- 
rit injury  had  nerved  :  and,  ftruck  with 
the  dignity  I  aifumed,  began  to  believe  I 

had 
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liad  indeed  fomething  important  to  dif- 
clofe,  though  quite  at  a  lofs  refpefting 
its  nature.  I  wrote  to  Lord  Rochefter 
(now  newly  created  Earl  of  Somerfet) 
according  to  the  idea  I  had  formed  ;  and 
Murray,  having  engaged  that  the  letter 
fliould  be  delivered  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, departed  with  the  fame  caution  with 
which  he  had  entered,  leaving  me  alone. 
— Alone,  did  I  fay  ? — Ah,  gracious  hea- 
ven, never  was  I  lefs  fo  ! — The  fliades 
of  all  I  had  ever  loved  feemed  to  ga- 
ther round  me  on  this  interefting  occa- 

'"iion,  and  volumes  of  obfcure  ideas  rufli- 
ed  impetuoufly  through  my  brain. — I 
had  unexpectedly  reached  the  very  point 

'of  my  fate. — That  important  moment 
■fo  often  delayed,  fo  eternally  dreaded, 
was  at  length  arrived,  and  the  long  trea- 
fured  fecret  on  the  verge  of  being  pub- 
liflied. — For  myfelf  I  had  long  ceafed 
to   fear — The    fraternal  acknowledgment 

'  of  the  King  could  now  add  nothing  to 
my  happinefs  ;     fmce,   alas,   that  incom- 

\  parable  youth  was   gone   for  whofe   lake 

'  •■  -T  ^  alonr 

It.., 
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alone  I  defired  It  :  nor  could  his  re- 
jeclion  greatly  imbitter  a  fate  which  had 
left  me  fo  little  to  hope. — But,  oh,  when  I 
remembered  that  his  fingk  breath  might 
bliffht  the  tender  bloffom  I  had  exhaufled 
my  very  being  to  rear — precipitate  my 
youthful  Mary,  ere  yet  her  virtues  were 
known,  into  an  abfcure  and  difhonorable 
grave,  where,  where,  could  1  gather 
ftrength  to  cope  with  this  idea  ? 

I  employed  the  remainder  of  the  night 
in  collecting  and  arranging  fuch  plaufible 
reafons  as  fiiould  amufe  my  daughter's' 
mind  till  the  event  was  known  ;  thus 
fparing  her  all  the  pangs  of  fiifpenfe. — 
I  gathered  together  likewife  every  paper, 
and  proof  which  could  authenticate  the 
rights  I  v/as  compelled  to  avow,  and,  on. 
perufing  them  once  more,  found  fucL 
realbn  to  be  allured,  not  only  of  fafety,; 
but  diftinftion,  that  a  facred  calm  fuc- 
ceeded  to  all  the  tranfports  of  grief  and 
indignation  with  v/hick  I  had  of  late  been 
agitated. 

By 
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By  a  feigned  invitation  from  a  neiglv 
bouring  lady,  who  permitted  me  to  renr 
der  her  houfe  my  convenience,  I  fent  m'y 
daughter  abroad  for  the  day  ;  and  fcarce 
had  done  fo  ere  an  exprefs  arrived,  to 
acquaint  me  that  the  Earl  of  Somerfet 
would  wait  on  me  in  the  afternoon. 

What  were  my  proud  emotions  when 
,die    upftart    Somerfet    littered    my   court 
-with  a  princely  retinue  ! — Alas,   the  only 
Prince  who  had  ever  entered    it,   Vvith  a 
noble    confcioufnefs,    defpifed    fuch    idle 
parade.     By  opprefTive   offers   of  fervice 
tiii  Earl  made  me  fenfible  of  his  impor- 
;  lance,  and  fought,  by  unbounded  adula- 
tion, to  gain  upon  my  heart,  and  dive  into 
iits  intentions  :  but  it  was  not  by  fjch  a  me- 
■dium  I  fought  diftindion.    I  politely  avoid- 
ed referring  either  to  the  flander,   or  the 
;  purport   of  the   requefted   audience,   and 
only  thanked  hirii  for  having  obtained  me 
the   ear   of  the   King;  :  half   bluiliins;   to 
have    gained    it    by  fo    contemptible   an 
interceflbr.      I    perceived    chagrin,    curi- 
lOfity,    and    difappointm^ent,    ftrongly  e.^- 
prciTed  in  his  really  fine  features,   but  I 
T  4  could 
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could  not  prevail  on  myfelf  to  confide 
aught  to  the  man  Prince  Henry  had 
defpifed.  The  Earl  took  his  leave  with 
the  lame  profound  deference,  and  affur* 
ances  of  fervice,  with  which  he  entered  ; 
Jhaving  appointed  the  next  morning  for. 
prefenting  me  to  the  King. 

As  the  privacy  of  the  promifed  au- 
dience enabled  me  to  difpenfc  with  form<,, 
I  made  no  addition  to  my  fervants,  nor 
any  other  alteration  in  the  weeds  I  ufur 
ally  wore,  than  that  of  forming  them  to 
the  model  of  my  mother's  drefs  ;  which 
€ver  rendered  the  likenefs  I  bore  her 
from  my  very  birth  ftriking  and  obvious* 
•A     thoufand    half-fors-otten    occurrences 

O 

preifed  upon  my  agitated  foul  as  I  paft 
through  each  well-known  apartment  till 
all  were  loft  in  the  prefent,  by  my  reach^ 
ing  the  clofet  of  the  King.  The  affiduous 
Somerfet,  dreft  as  elegantly  as  though  he 
had  meant  to  charm  me,  advanced  oa 
my  being  announced,  and  politely  offer- 
ed his  hand  a  fudden   chill   came 

over  me  ; 1  trembled hngered 

drooped, 
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drooped, — but  refolved  to  conquer  my- 
felf  or  perilh,  I  lliook  off  die  icalding 
tear  which   hung   upon  my   cheek,    and 

accepted  the  favorite's  introduction. - 

The  fuperior  air  v/ith  which  1  affefted  to 
enter  was  not  neceffary  towards  confufing 
■the  King,  who,  always  awkward  and  per- 
plexed, Teemed  more  than  ufually  fo  ;  and 
doubtful,  whether  he  iliould  not  fly  the 
moment  he  faw  me,  or  at  lead   call  back 

\   Somerfet  who  had  inftantly  retired. 

Bending  ray  knee  in  comphance  with 
'  cuflom,  I  inftantly  rofe,  and,  retaining 
i  "the.  hand  he  had  prefented  to  me,  fixed 
I  -my  eyes,  ftrongly  animated  by  the  occa- 
i'.fion,  upon  his  ever-varying  countenance. 
'  *•  Your  Majefty,"  faid  I,  ''  doubtlefs,.  ex- 
pects to  find  in  me  a  weak  fuppliant, 
•  foliciting  protection,  or  fuing  for  your 
!  pity  ;  but  on  terms  like  diefe  I  had  never 
»  bent  betore  you — I  come  to  claim  a  dear 
;  and  facred  titk  hitherto  unknown,  but 
never  annihilated.  Does  your  heart,  oh, 
'  royal  James  !"  added  I,,  meldng  into 
'-,  tears,  "  recognize  nothing  congenial  to  it 
^nn  thefe  features?  this  voice!  the  ti- 
morous 
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morous  hand  which  grafps  ymirs  for  the 
firft  time,  in  fraternal  aUiance  ? — Oh, 
fainted  Mary  !  dear  author  of  my  be- 
ing, look  down  from  heaven,  and  touch 
the  heart  of  ^^our  fon,  in  favor  of  the  de- 
folate  filter  who  nov/  ftands  before  him." 
The  King  ftarted,  receded,  gave  ma- 
liifeft  tokens  of  doubt  and  difpleaiure, 
and  fought  to  draw  av/ay  the  hand   I  ob- 

ftinately  retained. 1   kiifed,   I   bathed 

it  with  impafiioned  tears.  "  Shake  me~ 
not  On,  rejevR:  me  not  unknown,"  re* 
fumed  I  in  the  deep  tone  of  fciiied  an- 
guiili. — ^'  It  is  neither  pride,  vanity,  or 
ambition,  which  induces  me  now  to*; 
pubiiih  a  fecrct  fo  long  buried  in  my  bo-t 
fom.  By  the  a&cs  of  our  anointed  mo-; 
ther,  I  conjure  you  to  hear — nay  even  to£ 
believe  me. — Born  in  obfcurity — reared' 
in  folitude,  the  early  viftim  of  misfor-5 
tune,  long  fufFering  had  reconciled  my^ 
weary  foul   to    every   evil   but  difgrace  ':| 

againft  that  (lie  ftill  proudly  revolts. -4 

The   fame    blood    which    fiows    through! 
your    veins,    burns     in     tumulus     alongv 

mine. 
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mine,    at    the    very    thought    of    aught 
unworthy — it  urges  me  to  aifert  my  in- 
nocence   by    indubitable    proofs — it   will 
be  acquitted,   before  men  as  well  as  an- 
gels ;    nor  does   the  clann  thus  avowed 
reft  on  my  declaration  alone,   your  Ma- 
jefty  will  fee  in  thefe  papers  the  folemn 
atteftations,      the      unqueilioned      hand- 
writing   of  your   ro^'al    mother ;  in    thefe 
!  you  will  find  the  corroborating  tefl:imo- 
fjiies    of    many    noble    and    unblemillied- 
jperfons. — Perufe  them  cautiouHy,  and  oh, 
1  beware   how  you  pre -judge  me  !"     Un- 
;able    to    utter    another    word,    I    almofh 
:£unk  at  the  feet  of  James,  and  gave  way 
fto   the  oppreffive,    the    agonizing    fenfa^- 
;tioTis  fuch  an   cera  in   my  life  could  not 
fail  to  awaken.     The  King  ftill  regarded 
me  with  an   irrefolute,  uneafy  air,  coldly 
ladvifmg  me  to  compofe  myfelf  by  retiring 
into  the  anti- chamber,  while  he  perufed 
the  papers  on  which  he  had  hitherto  only 
glanced  his  eye  ;    though  even  that  cur- 
fory  view   had    deeply  tinged   his    cheek 
-vvith  filent  convidtion.     I  w'as  met  in  the 
2  outer 
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outer  room  by  the  Earl  of  Somerfet,  whoj 
perceiving  me  near  fainting,  ordered  water  ' 
and  fuch  eilences  as  are  cuilomary,  re- 
maining himfelf  by  my  fide,  as  if  oftenta- 
tiouily  to  convince  me  that  he  did  not 
influence  in  the  leaft  the  determination 
of  his  royal  mailer. — The  bitternefs  of 
the  conflict  was,  however,  over  the  mo- 
ment the  fecret  was  avowed,  and  my 
fpirits  foon  began  to  recover  theij  wonted 
equanimity. 

The   obliging  efforts    of    Somerfet   to 
revive  me  did  not  pafs  unnoticed,  though 
my  watchful    ear   followed    the   footfteps  'I 
of  the  King,  who  ftill  continued  to  walj;  \ 
about   with    an.   unequal    pace,    flopping  ^ 
at  intervals.     He  opened  tlie  clofet  door  at 
length,    and     Somerfet    retiring    out    of  j 
his  light,  made  figns  to  me  to   re-enter  ] 

it. The  King  came  forward  to  meet 

me  with  affability,   and  feizing  my  hand  j 

fiightly  faluted   my  cheek.- "  Tak6 

courage,  madam,"  laid  he,,  '^for  however 
you  may  have  furprifed  us  with  thi^ 
fadden.   declaration,    and  wonderful   dif- 

coveryj 
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cpvery,  reverence  for  our  deceafed  mo- 
tlier's  rights,  and  justice  to  thofe  you  de- 
rive from  her,  oblige  us  to  acknowledge 
,you  as  her  daughter." 

And  now  I  was  indeed  near  fainting,  I 
jmight  rather  fay  dying. — To  be  at  once  ac- 
knowledged as  the  fnler  of  James,  as  the 
.daughter  of  Mary  !   Hardly  in  my  happieft 
jliours  had  I  dared  to   flatter  myfelf  with 
the   promife  of  v/hat  was  now  fo   incre- 
dibly realized.     My  fufceptible   foul  in- 
idulged  the  exquifite   tranfport,    and  one 
mort  moment   compenfated   for   aoes   of 
anguiili. — A  thoufand  impaffioned,   inco- 
iiherent  exclamations,  burft  from  my  lips  ; 
^and  giving  way  to  the  genuine  impulfe  of 
gratitude  and  afFeftion,  I  threw  myfelf  for 
the    firft    time     into     the     arms     of    a 
^brother,   nor  remembered  that  they  were 
ihofe   of  a   King.     Never  did  the  moft 
jConfummate   hypocrite   counterfeit  a  joy 
fo  pure,  fo  perfed.;  and  though   I   could 
have  brought  no  other  proof  of  my  birth, 
iiiie  facred  throbs  of  nature  mi2:ht  well  have 
iifcertained  it.  .    ■ 

The 
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The  King  fat  down  by  me,  and,  turn- 
ing over  the  papers  he  ftill  held,  quef-- 
tioned  rne  at  intervals  refpefting  thofe 
that  appeared  myftcrioiis  or  deficient.  I 
entreated  his  patience  while  I  briefly 
ran  thro'  sh  the  wonderful  events  of 
my  life,  and  thus  very  naturally  led  his  at-  ' 
tention    toward    the    fole    objed    of    my   ! 

cares,  my  hopes,  my  exiilence. '*  I 

have  already  heard  much  of  your  daugh- 
ter," faid  James  ;  *'  they  tell  me  (he  is 
beauty  itfelf — why  have  you  thus  ftrangeiy 
concealed  her  ?"  As  I  could  not  declare 
my  real  reafon,  which  was  limply  want  of 
efteem  for  his  charadler,  I  pleaded  various 
trifling;  ones,  that  indeed  had  never  influ- 
enced  me.  "  Say  no  more,"  faid  the  King, 
.'interrupting  me,  "  I  eafily  perceive,  Ma- 
dam, you  was  not  fo  referved  to  every 
.'One—I  plainly  difcern  who  was  your  con-  ,' 
fidant  ;  had  I  earlier  been  entrufted  with'  - 
your  fecret,  it  would  have  been  happier 
for  all,  and  I  flioiiid  then  have  been  able 
to  account  for" — He  paufed  ere  he 
came  to  the  dear  name  of  his  fon,  and 

fighing 
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fighing  dropr  the  unfinifined  fentence.     As 
iio  me,  entranced  alike  with  his  vinexpcfted 
candour,    gracioufnefs,  and   genero'  ty,   I 
'everely  reproached   myfeif  for  relying  on 
report,  and  not   proving  the   charadter  I 
ventured  to  decide  upon.     I  had  a  long 
converfation    with    the    King    aiierwards, 
very  word  of  which  heightened  my  con-, 
idence,  eflieem.,  and  affection.     I  gather- 
lid   from  many  expreifions,  that  he  feared 
;)ppolition     on    the    part    of  the    Qi:een, 
ind  his  favorite  ;  and  was  fearful  that  this 
ate  declaration   of  his  mother's  marriage 
vith   the  Duke    of    Norfolk  would   not 
uUy  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people,   or 
;ftablifh  my  rank  fufficiently.     He  paufed 
jipon  the  whole,  with  the  air  of  one  whb 
3   a  party  in  what  he   m.editates  ;    and  I 
.ihought  the  leaft  I  could  do,  was  to  leave 
he  regulation  of  the  important  acknow- 
dgment   in   his    choice. — To  be  vindi- 
cated in  his  opinion,  1  truly  affured  him, 
/as  the  firft  objed  of  my  hfe,  and  I  fub- 
^.nitted   my    general    vindication,    in   the 
lubhc  acknowledgment  of  my  birth,  en- 
tire! v 
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tirely  to  his  better  judgment.  That  I 
had  been  fo  many  years  a  folitary  being  in 
the  midft  of  fociety,  as  not  to  have  one 
friend  to  whofe  indination  I  need  yield  my 
•own.  In  fine,  that  time  had  gradually 
robbed  me  of  all  parties  interefted  in  the 
important  fecret  I  had  juft  confided  to 
him,  which  now  refted  folely  with  him, 
my  daughter,  and  myfelf.  He  replied 
that  "  this  inftance  of  my  prudence,  as 
well  as  regard,  infinitely  heightened  the 
partiahty  he  had  already  conceived  tor 
me  ;  nor  need.  I  fear  his  delaying  the 
acknowledgment  longer  than  was  abfo. 
lutely  neceffary,  fince  he  could  not  but 
look  on  fuch  relations  as  ineftimable  ac- 
quiiitions  :  neverthelefs,  as  he  had  many 
points  to  confider,  and  many  perfons  to 
reconcile,  he  recommended  to  me  t© 
continue  the  fame  cii  cumfpe£tion  I  had 
"hitherto  fhevvn  ;  but  that  he  could  not 
reftrain  his  impatience  to  behold  the  fair 
maid  of  whom  he  had  heard  fo  much, 
and  would  come  to-morrow  evening  tq 
a   feat   of  Lord    Somerfet's,  v.'hither    he 

would 
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1  would   fend  for   myfelf  and   my  daugh- 
ter, and  hoped  by  that  time  he  fhould  be 
,able  to  afcertain  the  day   for  publiihing 
.  my   birth,  with  a  due  regard  for  his  mo- 
ther's  honor ;  after  which  he  could  gra- 
tify himfelf  by  efiablifhing  me  in  a  fitu- 
ation  that  iliould  make  me  forget  all  my 
■misfortunes." — Thofe     misfortunes     were 
'already  forgotten  in  the  unhoped-for  tran- 
iition  in  my  fate. — I  took  my  leave  with 
'the  moft  profound  gratitude,  burning  with 
'impatience   to   impart   this   bleffed    news 
■to  my  Mary;  and,  as  the  King  did  not 
*  "offer   to    return    the    papers,    I    thought 
'  it   better   to   leave   them   in    his    hands, 
rthan  confirm  the  doubt  my  long  filence 
"could  not  but  give  rife  to  in  his  mind, 
^  Viz.  that  I  wanted  confidence  in  his  ho- 


nor. 

'^^  I  liaftened  to  Richmond,  and  commu- 
I'nicated  this  furprifing,  this  happy  event, 
tto  my  darling  girl.— A  thoufand  times 
n  enfolded  her  to  my  delighted  heart, 
;  and  found  every  tranfport  doubled  in  her 
^,-participation.  She  tenderly  entered  into 
Vol.  III.  U  all 
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all  my   feelings,    and  fweetly   fmiled    at 
the  eagerneis    with   which   I    fought    to 
adorn  her  for   the    next   day's  introduc- 
tion.    Yet,  confidering  the  King  as  the  \, 
flave  of  exterior,  it  was  a  material  point  J 
to  heighten  her  beauty  by  every  adven- 
titious   advantage.      To   prefent    her   in 
abfolute    black,    was    to   recal   the   moil 
melancholy    impreffions   to   the   mind   of 
James ;  I    therefore    refolved   to    lighten 
her   mourning   with  a   fanciful  elegance.  ,. 
I  'dreft   her  in    a  veil    of    black  velvet  j 
thrown  back    at  the  bofom  in  the  French  p 
failiion,  with   a   femicircle   of    rich    lacQ^j 
points,  vv'hich  fliewed  at  once  her  grace-!  i 
ful   waift  and    chefl;   to  the   greateft   adr,,-? 
vantage.      Her   petticoat    was    of  white.j 
fattin,  wrought  in  deep  points  round  the  - 
bottom    with   black    velvet,    and    richly  ■ 
fringed  with    filver.     A  fuller   coat    and  j 
train  of  filver  muflin,  wrought  with  black,  \ 
fell  over  the  fattin  one,  and  was  looped 
up  to  the  waift   at   regular   diftances   by  .. 
ftrings  of  pearl,  and  dragged  toward  the  . 
bottom    into    points    by    the   weight   of 

rijch 
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\  rich  black  bugle  taflels  and  rofes  of  di- 
lamonds.  Full  lleeves  of  the  fame  filver 
muflin  were  braced  above  the  elbow  by 
'ftrings  of  jet,  and  rofes  of  diamonds ;  and 
from  thence  her  arms  were  bare,  except  for 
iimilar  bracelets  circling  each  wrift.  The 
rich  profufion  of  her  auburn  hair,  which 
fell  in  natural  curls  below  her  waift,  re- 
quired no  ornament,  but  to  avoid  the 
)aiFe6lation  of  fiiewing  it,  fhe  wore  a  hat  of 
v/hite  fattin  with  a  narrow  fringe  of  black 
bugles,  and  a  waving  plume  of  feathers. 
This  fplendid  drefs,  on  which  the  legacies 
of  both  her  father  and  Anana  were  dif- 
piayed,  by  fome  peculiar  happinefs,  eithe 
lin  its  make  or  mixture,  became  my  Mary 
ideyond  any  I  had  ever  feen  her  wear. 
tThe  fond  mother's  heart  anticipated  the 
impreffion  ihe  would  infallibly  make  on 
liier  uncle,  and  drew  from  her  heightened 
Oeauty  the  happieft  prefagcs. 

Ah,  who  could  have   conjeclured  that 
:hls  brilliance  and  parade  were  only  def- 
ined to  forerun   one  of  the  mofl  difmal 
U  2  mo- 
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moments  of  my  life  !— That  an  inhuman 
tyrant  had  delighted  to  employ  the 
trembling  hand  of  misfortune  in  decking 
a  gaudy  pageant,  for  herfelf  eternally  to 
mourn  over  I 

At  the  appointed  hour,  a  clofe  carriage 
came  for  us  with  due  attendants,  and  as 
the  King  had  deiired  me  not  to  bring  any 
of  my  own,  1  rigidly  obeyed,  nor  even 
hinted  whither  I  was  going.  They  drove 
us  a  long  way,  while  engroffed  by  medita- 
tions on  the  approaching  interview,  as 
well  as  concerning  the  dear  creature  by 
me,  I  hail4iy  ^^^^^  how  the  time  paffed. 
My  dailghte%it  length  obferved  that  it  was 
farther  than  ilikexpefted. — I  looked  out,^ 
but  it  was  too  ebrk  for  me  to  diftinguifli 
any  objeft,  and  ;^  I  could  difcern  was 
an  increafe  of  atte^ants.  I  called  out 
aloud,  and  one  dr^k  near,  who  to  my 
inquiries  rcf^:>eftfullm  replied,  that  the 
King  had  been  detairljtl  in  London,  whi- 
ther they  were  hafte|pig  by  his  orders. 
This  information  quieted  us  again  -,  and 
1    ftrove    to   recal    my    fluttered     fpirits 

into 
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into  their  ufual  channel,  by  turning  the 
converiation  on  our  future  profpefts. 
Neverthelefs,  we  went  at  fo  great  a  rate, 
that  I  thought  it  impoffible  we  fliould 
not  be  near  London,  when  all  at  once 
I  found  we  were  driving  through  an  un- 
known village.  The  furprife  this  oc- 
calioned  was  doubled  by  my  daugh- 
ter's throwing  herfelf  into  my  arms. — It 
was  not  immediately  that  I  could  compre- 
hend her,  when  ihe  told  me  that  a  light 
which    orleamed    from  the    window   of  a 

O 

cottage,    had     lliewn    her   a    number    of 

aniied    foldiers.      From    this    alarm    we 

were    not     yet    recovered,  when    by    a 

fudden  rife,  and  hollow  found,    we  per- 

'  ceived    we    had    paiTed     over    a   draw- 

j  bridge;     immediately     after    which     we 

Hopped.     As  we  alighted,  I  cafi:  my  eyeS 

jro\md    a    large   and    dreary    court-yard, 

.iwhere    a    few  ftragghng    centinels    were 

; planted,  but    neither  lights,  fplendor,  or 

attendants,  indicated   a  royal  gueft,  or  a 

favorite's   refidence.      The    gloomy    paf- 

fages  thiTough   which   we    were    ulliered,. 

U  '2  feemed 
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fcemed  ratlier  to  lead  to  a  prlfon  than  a 
palace. — Arrived  at  an  empty  apartment, 
I  gave  way  at  once  to  the  dire,  the  obr 
Vious  truth ;  and  arraigning  in  filence  my 
own  egregious  credulity,  felt,  feverely 
felt,  its  every  confequence. 

An  officer  who  had  preceded  us,  now 
oHered  me  a  packet,  which  I  received  as 
the  fentence  of  my  fate,  but  made  no  j 
effort  to  open  it. — Hope,  fear,  curio-  ,1 
fity,  every  dear  and  powerful  emotion 
were  annihilated  by  inftantaneous  con- 
viftion,  and  a  ftupor  fiicceeded  more 
dangerous  and  dreadful  than  the  mofb 
violent  operations  of  the  paffions. — My 
daughter,  more  terrified  by  this  dill  agony 
than  even  the  cruel  and  unexpefted  event 
of   the  evening,     threw    herfelf    at    my 

feet. **  Oh,  fpeak  to  me,  my  mother  !" 

exclaimed  the  dear  one  ;  "do  not  indulge 
the  defperation  your  countenance  ex- 
preffes  !  do  not  confummate  to  your 
poor  Mary  the  horrors  of  the  moment  I" 
I  gazed  at  her  with  a  vacant  air,  but  na- 
ture refumed  her  rights,  and  fondly 
plucking   at   my   heart,   the  tears    I   re- 

fufed 
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,fufed  to  my  own  fate,  flowed  laviihly  for 
hers. — So    young,  fo  fair,    fo    innocent, 
fo  noble, — how  could  I   but   bewail  her  ? 
Surely  thofe    maternal    tears  alone    prft- 
:  ferved  my  fenfes  at  a  jundlure  when  every 
*  thing  conipired  to  unfettle    them.       My 
Pvlary,  by  an  expreffive  glance,  requefted 
leave  to  open  the  packet,  and,  ftardng  at 
light  of  the  paper   it    contained,    put  k 
eagerly  into  my  hand  ;  a  glance  informed 
me  that  it  was  the  defamatory  declaration 
the  crafty    Burleigh  had  deceived  my  fif- 
ter  into  figning,  while  a  prifoner  in    St. 
:j,; Vincent's  abbey.     The  King,  in  fending 
ithis,  only    added   infult   to    injury,  iince 
;ithe  teftimonials    I   had  delivered  to  him 
imight  have    invalidated  a  thoufand  fuch 
^'  vague  and   artificial   falfehoods  ;  yet  had 
iiit    a    fortunate    effect,    for    nothing    lels 
^1.  could  have  roufed   my    fpirits   from   the 
I  cold   and  fullen  torpor   which  every  paf- 
ling  moment  feemed  to  increafe — "  Info- 
^llent  Barbarian  !"  exclaimed  I,  ''  not  con- 
tent to  iiiiprifon  the  unhappy  offspring  of 
,ithe  Queen   who  had   the    misfortune    of 
.:,giving  thee  being,  doll   thou   delight  in 
U  4  '  vili- 


ag^         THE    RECESS,    &e. 

vilifying  and  debating  even  her  adies  ! — 
•Oh,  paper  !  dictated  and  preferved  furely 
for  my  ruin  ;  by  what  lingular  chance  haft 
thou  furvived  the  very  views  thou  wert 
invented  to  ferve. — Treafured,  as  it  ap- 
pears, only  to  effeft  a  purpofe  your  execra- 
ble contriver  could  not  forefee. — Yet  of 
■what  confequence  is  this  fingle  atteftation 
towards  annihilating  claims  all  thofe  I  de- 
livered had  not  power  to  eftabliih  in  the 
judgment  of  a  cruel,  infidious  tyrant, 
who  voluntarily  fliut  his  heart  alike  to 
•reafon,  virtue,  and  nature  ? — Devoted 
to  felf-intereft,  vain  of  a  petty  talent  at 
deceiving,  contemptible  in  every  rank, 
but  infamous  in  the  higheft,  he  meanly 
watched  the  generous  impulfes  of  my 
heart,  and  wrought  out  of  them  my 
ruin. — Yet  why  do  I  name  myfelf  ? — 
Alas,  .  of  what  importance  is  it  to  her 
who  no  longer  wifhes  to  live  where  hea- 

O 

yen  or  its  arbitrary  delegate  fhail  have  ap- 
pointed her  to  die  ? — It  is  for  thee,  my 
daughter !  for  thee  alone  my  foul  thu« 
overflows  with  inexpreffible  anguifli. — 
Refcued,  in  yet   unconfcious  childhood, 

from 
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-from  llavery,  negied,  and  obfcurity,  for- 
tune at  one  momeat  feemed  willing  to 
Teflore  all  the  rights  of  your  birth,  when 
a  weakj  credulous  mother  afiifted  the 
►  cmel  wretch  who  was  pre-determined  to 
entomb  you,  and  annihilate  every  trace, 
every  memorial,  of  our  dear  and  ho- 
nored    progenitors. Namelefs — diflia- 

nored — -your  blooming  youth  muft  wi- 
ther in  an  unknown  prifon — blighted  by 
the  tears  of  a  parent  who  can  never  pardon 
herfeif  the  extravagant  error  produced  by 
over-fondnefs. — I  knew  the  King  to  be 
mean,  bafe,  fubtle,  yet  I  madly  deli- 
vered into  his  treacherous  hands  every 
memorial  on  which  our  hopes,  nay,  even 
our  vindication  muft  be  grounded." — — 
"  Hear  me,  in  turn,  my  dear,  my  ho- 
nored mother,"  cried  my  fweet  girl,  "bath- 
ing my  hands  with  tears  of  veneration  and 
fondnefs.  Alas,  the  order  of  nature  is 
inverted,  and  I  am  obliged  to  become 
the  monitor. — Recollect  the  maxim  you 
have  fo  deeply  im.preffed  upon  my  mind 
— that  the  malice  of  man  would  in  vain 
ftrive  to  make  us  wretched,  did  not  our 

own 
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ov/n  ungovernable  paffions  aid  his  artful 
machinations.  Oh,  let  us  refpeA  even 
error  v/hen  it  has  its  ibiirce  in  virtue.— 
To  have  diftrufled  the  King  were  to  de- 
ferVe  to  be  rejecled — leave  him  then  to 
the  contemptible  fatisfaclion  of  having 
wrefced  from  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
the  laft  treafure  of  their  lives,  and  let  us 
examine  what  he  has  been  compelled  to 
leave  us.  Have  vve  not  yet  the  power 
of  looking  down  on  his  throne,  and  all 
its  fpecious  advantages,  even  from  that 
obfcure  prifon  where  his  authority  con- 
fines us  ? — Have  we  not  the  pride  of, 
reviewing  our  own  hearts  without  find-  . 
ing  aught  in  either  unworthy  of  our  Crea-  - 
tor  or  ourfeives  ?-— For  the  vain  gran- 
deur of  that  name  of  which  he  has  un- 
fairly deprived  us,  can  it  be  worth  re- 
gretting while  he  lives  tQ  difhonor  it  ? — 
Fortunately  no  favorite  view  depended  on 
its  attainment,  confequently  no  hope  is 
blighted  by  the  deprivation.  Flave  I 
not  often  heard  you  fay,  a  noble  mind 
can  become  every  thing  to  itfelf  r — Let  us 
life     fuperior    to     our     fortune ;    time 

will 
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will  foon  calm  our  fpirits — reafon  will 
reconcile  us  to  the  inconveniencies  of  our 
fate,  and  religion  elevate  us  above  them. 
— Mourn  not  then  for  me,  my  much- 
loved  mother,"  concluded  the  dear  one, 
hveetly  fmiling  through  her  tears,  "  fince 
I  fliall  never  think  that  place  a  prifon 
which  contains  you,  nor  that  fate  a  mif- 
fortune  I  owe  to  your  fondnefs." 

Oh,  virtue,  how  awful  doft  thou  ap- 
pear, fublimed  thus  by  generofity  !  When 
I  faw  this  half-blown  human  bloflbm 
fupport  the  ftorm  without  fhrinking,  I 
bluflied  to  have  bowed  my  head  before 
it. — When  I  heard  her  with  Spartan  cou- 
rage apply  to  her  own  fituation  the  no- 
ble tenets  I  had  fought,  not  vainly,  to 
imbue  her  mind  with,  could  I  fail  to 
profit  by  the  principles  I  had  taught  ? — 
From  the  admiration  fhe  excited  in  my 
foul  fprung  that  pure  and  elevated  heroifm 
which  calms  in  one  moment  every  human 
weaknefs,  and  turbulent  paffion  ;  difpolmg 
us  to  turn  upon  that  fate  it  enables  us  to 
judge  of. 

I  now 


300         THE    RECESS,    kc. 

I  now   recollcfied  that  by  a  fond  va- 
nity  in  decking  my  daughter  in  all  he 
valuable  diamonds,    I    had    inadvertentr 
provided   ample  means  to  buy  the   fide- 
lity of  our  keepers ;   nor  v»^ere  they  aware 
of  our   treafure,    as  the   feverity    of  the 
weather  had  made  me  wrap  her  in  a  long 
cloak  lined   with   fsir.     I   haftily  ftripped 
her  coftly  drefs    of  its   richeft  embeliifh- 
ments,    and   fecreted   them.      Ah,    with 
what  difficulty  did  I   ftille  the  tears  and 
anguifh    which    ftruggled    at    my    heart, 
when   I   remembered  the  different   views', 
with  which  I  adorned  her  ! 

Hardly  had  we  executed  this  prudent 
refolve,  ere  the  man  I  have  mentioned 
prefented  himfelf  once  more;  he  was 
young — not  unpleafmg — had  an  air  of 
integrity  and  profound  refpeft,  that  a 
little  prepolfeffed  me  in  his  favor,  even 
under  all  the  difadvantages  attending  our 
meedng.  Our  countenances  were  now 
calmed,  and  our  refolutions  taken. — He 
appeared  furprifed  alike  widi  this  tranli- 
tjon^    and  the   beauty   of  my   daughter,, 

whofe 
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whofe  magnificent  but  difordered  drefs 
had  a  ihare  of  his  attention. — He  was 
flattered  with  our  civility,  and  aillired  us 

"  that  every  accommodation  conniient 
with   the   ftrid   orders    of    the   King   he 

i  fhould  take  pleafure  in  fupplying  us  with  ; 
and  vv-ould,  with  our  permiiTion,  make 
VIS  acquainted  wuth  our  new  home."     He 

;then  produced  fome  keys  whicli  opened 

'double  doors  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
large  room  we  w-ere  in,  and  condu6ted 
us    into   a   chamber    neat    and    commo- 

i-dious   enough. — The   keys,  he   informed 

)  us,  were  committed  folely  to  his  charge ; 

;and  that  whenever  inclination  or  con- 
venience induced  us  to  change  our 
apartment,  we. had  only  to  touch  a  fpring 
he  pointed  out,  when  he   would  attend, 

;  and  "(inlock  the  intermediate  doors. — 
The  purport  of  this  extreme  caution  was 

•  very  obvious ;  it  excluded  every  poffibility. 
of  winning  over  a  female  fervant,  as  all  the 
domeftic  offices  would  now  of  courfe  be 
performed  in  either  room  while  we  occu- 
pied  the   other ;  nor  was  he  fufFered  to 

fuppiy 
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fupply  U3  ipen,  ink,  or  paper.  As  the 
conveniencies  of  thefe  apartments,  and'' 
the  air  of  refpeft  in  our  guard,  (hewed 
fome  attention  had  been  paid  to  our  wel- 
fare, as  well  as  the  moft  judicious  pre- 
cautions taken  to  prevent  our  enlarge- 
ment, 1  neither  imputed  the  one  or  the 
other  to  the  King,  but  rather  both  to  his 
cunning  favorite.  My  inquiries  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  entrajice  of  two  fervants, 
who  fet  out  an  elegant  fupper,  of  which 
neither  my  daughter  or  myfelf  had  fpi- 
rits  to  partake.  Refolved  however  to 
gather  all  I  could  from  my  attendant, 
ere  another  fhould  be  put  in  his  place, 
or  fufpicion  make  him  dumb,  I  afked 
the  name  of  the  Caftle,  and  its  owner; 
but  to  thefe  queftions  he  declared  liim- 
ielf  enjoined  to  refufe  replying ;  never- 
thelefs,  I  conjeftured  from  his  looks  that 
I  did  not  err  in  fuppofing  Somerfet  di- 
recfled  him.  The  refined  artifice  of  of- 
fering to  introduce  me  to  the  King,  and  • 
even  remaining  by  my  fide,  while  per- 
haps my  ruin  was  effeding  by  his  will, 
2  feemed 
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cemed  entirely  confiftent  with  the  cha- 
acler  Prince  Henry  had  given  me  of  that 
/orthlefs  favorite ;  though  I  could  find 
to  crime  in  my  own  conducl;  that  could 
wfTibly  irritate  him  to  bury  us  thus 
live,  unlefs  indeed  our  attachment  to  tliat 
Imented  royal  youth  appeared  a  fufFicient 

In  the  gallery  lea,ding  to  our  apart- 
jflent,  I  obferved  a  centinel  planted, 
com  whom  we  were  Ihut  by  double  doors 
afely  locked  ;  perceiving  we  were  thus 
■ffeftually  excluded  from  every  hope, 
nd  chance  of  freedom,  I  delired  to  pafs 
;i.t  once  into  a  chamber,  where  I  did  not 
latter  myfelf  I  fhould  fi,nd  reft. 

My  firft  employment  on  riling  w^as  to 
iXamine  the  windov/s,  as  well  as  the  view 
30m  them  ;  they  were  fo  clofely  grated 
;3  to  jconvince  me  that  however  comfort- 
l?Ie  our  relidence,  it  was  ftill  a  prifon. 
The  apartments  we  occupied  formed  one 
Lide  of  a  quadrangle  of  old  buildings, 
jolt  probably  barracks,  but  now  en- 
iXely  deferted.     Oa    making  the  fignal, 

Dunlop 
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Dunlop  (for  fo  was  our  guard  called)  rea- 
dily attended,  and  we  palled  into  the 
other  room  where  we  found  breakfaft 
ready.  Trunks  containing  all  kinds  of 
apparel  had  been  placed  there,  and  Dun- 
lop recommended  to  us  to  form  our  minds 
to  paffing  the  remainder  of  our  days 
in  confinem.ent.  I  did  not  fubmit  to 
hear  this,  without  demanding  th-e  autho- 
rity by  which  he  afted.  He  produced  an 
order,  figned  by  the  King,  ftriftly  en- 
joining him  to  keep  us  in  fafety,  and  be- 
ware we  neither  wrote  or  received  a  let- 
ter, or  indeed  held  any  kind  of  commu- 
nication with  the  world. — While  he  fpoke 
I  examined  every  lineament  of  his  coun- 
ten9,nce,  but  fidelity  was  written  there  in 
fuch  legible  charaders,  that  I  dared  not 
make  any  effort  to  bribe  him,  left  if  it 
failed  he  fliould  publilh  that  I  had  the 
means,  which  might  in  a  moment  utterly 
impoveriih  me. 

A  few  wearifome  uniform  days  only 
had  elapfed  when  every  hope  decayed, 
and  my   fpirits   flagged    at   once. — Alas, 

my 
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my  mind  had  no  longer  the  vivifying  ar- 
dor, die  inexhauflible  relburces  of  un- 
broken   youth its    bloom   had    paffed 

away  like  a  fhadow,   and  all  its  fire  eva- 
porated.— The  wofal  realities  of  life  had 
'  diffipated  the  bright  illulions  of  imagina- 
tion.— Every  human  good  was,  in  my  ef- 
j  timation,  Ihrunk  into  fo  fmail  a  compafs, 
J  that  freedom  conftituted  a   very  effential 
.  part  of  my   little   pofieilions. — I  was  nd 
I  longer  able  to  rely  upon  contingencies,  and 
''  funk  at  once  under  all  the  fadnefs  of  know- 
']  ledge. — Not  denied  the  relief  of  books, 
1  pored  over  them  in   vain;  every  idea 
'■was  ftill   purfuing  an    abfent    good,    and 
':  my  fenfes  would  reject  the  fublimeft  au-- 
h  thor,   to   follow   the   cai-elefs  fteps   of   a 
weary  centinel,  or  liften   to  iiis  whirling.' 
Whether  my  daughter   had   really  more 
refolution  than   myielf,    or  only  alTumed 
\  the  appearance    of   it   to   fave  me  from 
defpair,  was  a  point   I   could  not  afceP'- 
Itain  ;  but  the  complacency  of  her  niiad 
and  manners  was  invariable.     By  a-thou- 
■'fand    little    affectionate    artifices   flie    en- 
gaged   me   to  v/ork  vv'hile   fhe  read,    or 
Vol.  Ill,  X.  read 
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read  while  (lie  worked,  nor  would  per- 
ceive thofe  melancholy  reveries  it  was 
impoiTible  to  overlook.  I  was  not,  how- 
ever, thajikleis  for  the  bleffing  left  me. 
That  my  eyes  opened  on  her  every  morn- 
ing, ftill  made  me  blefs  it  ;  and  in  com- 
pofmg  myfelf  to  ileep,  I  nightly  praifed 
the  God  who  yet  iuffered  her  to  reft  by 
me. 

Two  tedious  months  elapled  in  unde- 
cifive  projefts. — Dunlop  ever  prefent,  vi- 
gilant, and  refpedful,  precluded  alike 
complaint  and  temptation  ;  but  as  if  to 
guard  himfelf  againft  the  latter,  I  took' 
notice  that  he  nov/  never  remained  one  mo-- 
ment  alone  with  us. 

The  impoflibility  of  forming  any  judg- 
ment of  our  centinels  while  divided  from 
them  by  double  doors,  and  the  danger 
of  a  fruitlefs  effort  to  feduce  one,  had 
at  intervals  engroffed  my  attention  ;  but 
the  mind  cannot  dvv^ell  for  ever  on  a  fingle 
idea,  or  a  remote  and  uncertain  projed* 
Wearied  out  with  this,  another  fuddenly 
came  to  my  rehef.  Though  yet  early 
in  the  fpring,  the  weather  was  uncom- 
2  monly 
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monly    beautiful,     and    the    lenity   with 
which  we  were  treated  left  me  not  v/ith- 
out  hopes  of  being  allowed,  under  rigid 
limitations,    the    liberty    of    walking    in 
whatever    gardens    the    caftle-walls    en- 
clofed.     By  this  means  I  could  examine 
the   countenances   of  our  centinels,   and 
if  T   faw  one  in  whom  humanity  was  •n<Jt 
quite    extinct,    I    thought    I    might   find  • 
fome   means  to   fhew  him   a  jewel ;  thus 
proving  I  could  largely  recompenie  him, 
:fhould  he  have  the  courage  to  affifl:  us. 
Nor  didmy  lamenefs  wholly  deprive  me  of 
■the   power   of    walking,    tliough   it   pre- 
^  vented  my  enjoying   the   liberty. — Aft-er 
confidering    this    plan    in    every    poffible 
;iight,    I   faw  nothing   to   forbid   the   at- 
!  tempt,    and    ventured     the    requeft.— A 
few   anxious  days  elapfed   ere  I  had  tiie 
■  fatisfaftion  of  finding  it  was  granted,  On 
.  as  good  terms  as  I  could  hope.     Dunlop 
acquainted  me/ we  muft  walk  feparately, 
.  that  the  perfon  confined  might  be  a  check, 
upon  her  that  was  liberated  ;  v>'ho  fhould 
not  remain  in  .  the  garden  more  than  an 
X  2  hour. 


^3o8         THE     RE  C  E^S  S,    Sec. 

'hour,  nor  quit  his  fight  one  moment, 
Thefe  reftridions  were  as  moderate  as  I 
.could  expeft,  and  1  eagerly  prepared  to 
profit  by  the  granted  permiffion,  ere  I 
ventured  my  daughter  :  certain  -I  (hould 
at  lead  difcover  the  ftrength,  height, 
and  fituation  of  the  Caille. — Dunlop, 
followed  by  two  other  men,  attended 
upon  me.  I  caft  an  eager  eye  on  the 
centinel  I  palfed  in  the  gallery,  but  faw 
no  trace  of  fenfe,  feeling,  or  curio- 
fity  in  his.  The  little  garden  was  in  fo 
antique  a  ftjde,  and  ruinous  a  condition, 
as  plainly  proved  that  this  difmantled  build- 
ing was  now  only  a  prifon,  whatever  its 
former  diftinftion.  The  wall  around  it 
appeared  decayed,  and  not  very  high — 
it  looked  down  on  a  moat,  apparently 
dry. — From  one  part  of  the  terrace  I 
caught  the  corner  of  a  tower  I  fancied 
belonged  to  Windfor  Caftle,  but  dared 
not  venture  a  word  which  might  imply 
defign,  and  returned  without  afking  a 
fingle  queftion.  My  daughter  now  took 
her  turn  ;  and,  as  we  continued  to  clairji 

this 
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this  relief  whenever  the  weather  favored, 
I  fancied  it  improved  her  health  as  well  as 
my  own. 

it  chanced  at  length,  I  one  day  found 
a  centinel  on  guard  whofe  eye  exprelfed 
both  pity  and  curiofity. — Mine  addrelfed 
itfelf  to  him  in  a  moft  pointed  manner. 
Without  altering  the  poiition  of  my 
hand  (in  which  I  always  carried  a  dia- 
mond for  that  purpofe)  I  opened  ir, 
and  the  foldier,  as  I  wifaed,  furveyed 
the  jewel. — 1  turned  my  head  at  the 
inftant  Dunlop  was  unlocking  the  door, 
and  the  centinel  Ihook  his  emphatically.. 
Yet  only  to  have  been  underftood  revived, 
at  once  my  fpirits,  and  my  hopes  ;  far  to- 
efcape  did  not  appear  Co  impracticahie  to- 
me, as  to  gain  an  aiilftant.  I  faw  him 
no  more  for  a  week,  but  foon  found  that 
day  was  the  periodical  one  for  his  at- 
tendance,— Involved  in  a  thouiand  plots, 
the  want  of  pen  and  ink  feemed  to  con- 
demn them  all  to  inhabit  only  my  brain, 
when  at  once  Iclifcovered  a  ilibilitute  (av 
tliole  liieiui  articles.  From  the  middle 
X  of 
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of  a  large  book,  which  we  had  unmo- 
kfted  poireffion  of,   I  took   fome  of  the 
printed  leaves,   and  from  the  concluiion 
a  blank  one  ;  out  of  the  firft  I  cut  fuch 
words  as   fimply  conveyed   my  meaning, . 
and   fevved    them   on    the   laft. — *' Affifl. 
us    to    efcape,    and  we  will   make    your; 
fortune,"  was  the  fubftance  of  this    An- 
gular  but   important    billet.      To   afcer-  = 
tain  my  ability  to  realize   this   promife,, 
I  wrapt  in  it  a  diamond  of  fome  value, , 
and  carried  both  ever  in  ray  hand,  ftiH> 
hoping  fortune  would  enable  me  for  one: 
moment  to  miflead  the  attention  of  my. 
guards  ;  but,  alas,  Dunlop  far  from  re-, 
laxing  his  vigilance,  continually  increaf-  - 
ed  it.     The  two  men  who  followed  him  .- 
in  the  garden  now  attended  to  my  door  ; 
remaining  as  fpies  on  me  while  Dunlop  • 
opened  it.     Thus  circumftanced,  I  could 
not   make  the   ilighteft  overture  without : 
being  liable  to  detedion,  and   I   dreaded  • 
awakening  the  mcft  diftant  doubt,  left  it 
fnould  condemn  us    to  a  more   rigorous  ■ 
confinement. — One  favorable  omen  alone 
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occurred. — The  foldier  I  had  rele(5led 
clearly  underftood  me.  I  faw  his  eye 
ever  anxioully  fixed  on  my  hand,  as  if 
eager  to  transfer  its  contents  to  his  own ; 
nor  had  I  ceafed  to  flatter  myfelf  I  fliould 
yet  do  lb,  when  an  imforefeen  incident 
at  once  annihilated  every  hope  and  pro- 
jed,  and  plunged  me  in  the  deepefl  for- 
row. 

I  had  always  counted  the  moments  of 
my  daughter's  abfence,  and  nothing  but 
the  conviftion  that  air  and  exercife 
v/ere  neceffary  towards  her  health,  could 
have  enabled  me  to  fupport  it.  What 
then  becamiC  of  m.e  when  one  day  I 
found  her  walk  unufually  lengthened  ! — 
I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  myfelf  that 
my  fears  foreran  the  danger. — But  more 
than  twice  the  ufual  time  had  certainly 
elapfed  ;  nor  dared  I  venture  an  in- 
quiry, left  I  lliould  fuggefb  a  hint  to 
my  perfecutors  which  hitherto  had  efcaped 
them.  The  hours  thus  palled  on,  but 
Mary  returned  not — Ah  me  !  AYhile  my 
weak  hand  repeats  this,  I  almofl  expire 
X  4  .  under 
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under  the  recolleclion. — Every  evil  my 
Vintoward  fate  had  yet  teemed  with  be- 
came peace,  nay  pleafure,  on  a  compa- 
riibn  with  this. — Though  the  turbulence; 
of  each  fucceeding  ftorm  had  fvvept  away 
invaluable  treafures,  fomething  yet  re- 
mained my  weary  foul  might  cling  to. — 
This  fingle  gem,  this  folitary  reiique 
of  all  my  fortunes,  more  dear,  more- 
precious  from  becoming  fo,  a  dreadful 
a  deceitful  calm  had  at  length  fwallowed 
up  even  while  I  was  fearlefs  of  the  dan- 
ger.— Heart-ftruck — incapable  at  once 
either  of  diftinguifhing,  or  complaining, 
my  refpiration  became  perturbed,  and 
deep. — A  flill  agony,  more  dreadful  than 
the  wildeft  tumults  of  the  paffions,  numbed 
my  very  foul  ;  every  hair  fcemed  to  ftart 
from,  and  pierce  my  too-fenfible  brain;- 
while  drops,  cold  as  thofe  of  death,  chafed 
one  another  down  my  fcarcely  throbbing 
temples. — When  Dunlop  prefented  him- 
felf,  I  rofe  not  from  the  earth,!  uttered 
not  a  fyllable  ;  but  lifting  an  eye  to  him 
which-  would  have  melted   a  favage,    he 

turned 
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turned  away,  unable  to  fupport  the  fnock, 
and  offered  me  fome  order  from  the  King,- 
bewaihng  at  the  fame  moment  the  pain- 
flil  duty  impofed  on  him.  This  roufed 
my  torpid  fpirits — I  tore  it  indignantly 
into  a  thoufand  atoms  ;  refentment  re-- 
ftored  my  fpeech. — I  called  for  my  Mary 
in  the  moft  piercing  accents — nothing 
could  fufpend,  or  mitigate  my  anguiih.. 
I  bitterly  reproached  Dunlop  with  tearing 
the  beauteous  innocent  from  her  mother's 
bofom,  only  to  deliver  her  up  to  affaf- 
fms — In  vain  he  declared  himfelf  inca- 
pable of  fuch  villainy,  and  ading  under 
the  orders  of  the  Kins; — In  vain  he  af- 
fured  me  that  (he  was  only  removed  to 
another  apartment,  fafe,  and  unhurt.  My 
foul  rejeded  all  his  afiertions. — Mary — 
Mary — Mary  ! — was  all  my  convulfed 
lips  could  utter,  or  my  difconfolate  foul 
didiate. 

Ah,  God!  the  fohtude  that  fucceeded  ! ' 
Food,  hght,  air,  nay  even  life  itfelf,  be- 
came naufeous  and  infupportable. — 
Stretched  on  the  cold  ground — drenched 
in   my   own   tears,    I   gave   way   to   tbe 

deep 
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■deep  mifery,  the  tremendous  void,  this  bar- 
barous reparation  could  not  but  plunge  me 
in. — How  long  was  it  fince  fhe  had  been< 
the  very  eilence  of  my  exiftence  !  From* 
the  forrowful  moment  which  gave  her 
into  my  arms,  to  that  which  tore  her 
from  theni,  Ihe,  fiie  alone,  had  occupied 
my  every  fenfe,  and  enabled  me  to  fu.p- 
port  every  afHidion.— Never,  though  I 
had  led  her  myfelf,  through  an  admiring, 
nation  to  the  altar,  and  joined  her  hand 
with  that  of  the  incomparable  Henry,, 
never  could  even  that  advantage  have 
eompenfated  to  my  yearning  heart  for 
the  lofs  ot  her  fcciety.  What  then  muft  it 
fuffer  to  recollect  that  a  favage  had  wreft- 
ed  her,  for  unknown  purpofes,  from  my 
arms !  Nor  could  I,  amidft  all  the  hor- 
rors this  idea  teemed  with,  fix  on  any  dif- 
tinft  one. 

Oh,  that  melodious  voice  !  Still  it 
feemed  to  vibrate  on  my  ear,  but  no 
longer  could  I  hear  it. — That  unmatched 
form  gliftered  through  every  tear,  but 
evaporated  with  it.  The  moih  deadly 
glooms  came  over  rae — a  thoufand  times 

I  railed 
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I  raifed  my  raOi  hand  to  precipitate — the 
unfortunate    E.ofe    Cecil    alone    withheld 

me I  often  thought   I   heard  her  aerial 

voice,  and  defpair  flowly  fubfided  into  re- 
iignation. 

I  now  exerted  every  effort  to  gain  up- 
on Dunlop  ;  but,  too  faithful  to  his  execra- 
ble employers,  I  never  won  more  from: 
him  than  that  my  daughter  was  ftill  in 
the  Caftle,  not  only  unhurt,  but  treated 
with  difiindion  and  indulgence. — Yet, 
how  could  I  credit  fuch  improbable  af- 
furances  !  or  even  if  they  were  true, 
ought  not  an  indulgence  fo  partial  to 
alarm  more  ftrongly  a  mother's  feelings  ? 
To  every  folicitation  once  more  to  be- 
Hold  her,  !  received  a  pofitive  denial  j: 
nor  was  even  the  liberty  of  walking  now 
allowed  me.  I  often  inquired  why  I  was 
thus  reftrained,  if  no  injury  was  meditated 
to  my  unfortunate  child  ?  To  queftions 
.of  this  kind  he  never  anfsvered,  but  left 
me  to  my  own  fluiruating  conjectures: 
They  were  fo  numerous  and  frightful, 
that  convidion  could  hardly  aggravate 
the  evil.-    Neverthelefsj  as  Dunlop  feemed 

ever 
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ever  anxious  to  compofe  my  mind  by  res:'| 
iterated,  airurances  of  ray  poor  girl's 
lafety,  and  as  there  was  an  air  of  candour 
in  all  he  uttered^  I  began  at  length  to 
conclude  that  the  contemptible  Somerfet 
had  afpired  to  the  niece  of  his  mafter,. 
but  from  being  already  married  to  the 
divorced  Counteis  of  EfTex,  had  not 
dared  to  avow  bis  paffion.  I  recoiiedled 
too  late  the  ilngularity  of  his  being 
with  Prince  Henry  when  firft  we  beheld 
that  amiable  youth ; — the  affiduous  refpcft. 
he  had  fliewn  in  waiting  on  me  at  Rich- 
mond ; — the  aft  edled  offer  of  his  intereft  with 
a  tyrant  whofe  v/ill  he  fo  well  knew  how  to 
make  fubiervient  lo  his  own ; — the  com- 
bination of  refined  arts  by  vs'hich  we  had 
been  led  to  throv/  ourfelves  into  the 
prifon  fele<fled  for  us  ; — and,  finally,  that 
the  prifon  was  probably  a  houfe  of  his 
own. — Through  the  whole  of  this,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  we  were  guarded, 
there  was  a  policy  too  minute  for  a  King 
to  plan,  and  too  watchful  to  be  the  work 
of  an  indifierent  perfon. — When  by 
a    jufi     turn    of   thouglit    we    iufenfibly 

un- 
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■unravel  any  hitherto  inexphcable  event, 
tow  does  the  mind  difdain  its  former 
bhndnefs !  T  now  conildered  with  won- 
der my  long  want  of  perfpicacity,  and 
found  fomething  every  moment  to  cor- 
roborate and  ftrengthen  the  idea  I  had 
adopted. 

To  fix  on  any  thing  certain  appears  to 

'  the  exhaufted  foul  a  degree  of  relief ;  and 
though,   at  fome  moments,  I  dreaded  art 

:  and  violence  might  be  employed,  if 
gentle  methods  failed  to  undermine  the 
virtue  of  my  fweet  girl,  yet  I  much  of- 
tener  flattered  myfelf  that  fhe  could  not 

'  infpire  a  paffion  fo  grofs  and  unworthy  ; 
and  knew  her  foul  fuperior  to  every  other 
fedu6tion.  From  the  inflant  I  ventured 
once  more  to  hope,  all  my  plans  for  efcap- 
ing  revived  ;  I  had  no  longer,  it  is  true, 
the  privilege  of  paffing  beyond  my  apart- 
ment, but  mifery  is  ever  ingenious,  and 
I  was   pre-informed  of  the  days  when  the 

!  -<;ompairionate  centinel  guarded  the  door  ; 

'  nay,  I  fancied  I  often  heard  him  draw 
near,  attracted  by  my  fighs  and  groans. — 

I  :3?)ie  note  I  had   formerly  prepared  was 

yet 
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yet  In  being ;  I  fevved  it  to  a  long  thin 
flip  of  whalebone,  and,  on  the  day  when 
he  ufed  to  be  attending,  worked  it  gently 
■under  both  doors,  at  a  time  when  I  judg- 
ed no  other  perfon  near,  and  foftly  rapped 
at  the  inner  one.  A  fweet  hope  rekindled 
in  my  heart  as  T  felt  it  drawn  out  of  my 
hand.  I  watched  in  vain  the  whole  te- 
dious day  for  a  reply,  and  often  fancied 
my  effort  ha,d  been  betrayed  to  Dunlop  ; 
but  as  I  did  not  perceive  any  alteration 
in  his  countenance,  I  became  reaffured,; 
-and  concluded  that  the  foldier  could  not 
write,  nor  perhaps  even  read  ,  and  if  fo, 
.  a  whole  week  mufb  neceffarily  eiapfe  ere 
I  could  learn  his  refolutions.  The  ex- 
piration of  that  time  verified  my  laft  con- 
jefture.  With  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  I 
at  laft  faw  a  billet  introduced  into  my  fo- 
litude,  by  the  fame  means  I  had  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  ventured.  1  was  a  long  tim.e  decy- 
phering  the  almoft  unintelligible  fcrawl : 
*'  I  pity  you,  lady,  from  my  heart,  but -I 
know  not  how  to  help  you;  it  is  true, 
you  are  rich  and  I  am  very  poor,  but 
.then  it  is   impoffible   to  get  at   you;    if 

you 
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you  can  think  of  any  way,  T  am  ready 
to  affift."  Ah,  God!  how  did  I  life  up 
my  eyes  to  thee^  who  hadft  thus  ftrangely 
opened "^  once  more  to  me  a  communica- 
tion with  that  fociety  from  which  I  had 
been  fo  unfairly  wrefted  !  In  moments 
like  this  every  thing  appears  pofTible  ;  al- 
ready I  feemed  to  fee  my  prifon  gates 
open,  my  daughter  in  my  arms,  and  our 
honeft  affiftant  rich  at  once  in  our  wealth 
and  our  bleilings.  Having  had  the  fore- 
light  to  prepare  another  billet,  I  convey- 
ed it  in  the  fame  manner.  ^-  Worthy 
foldier,  is  my  daughter  fafe,  and  yet  in 
this  Caftle  ?  if  fo,  tear  away  all  but  the 
word,  yes,  and  my  foul  fhall  for  ever 
blefs  you."  How  pure  was  the  joy  with 
which  I  received  the  precious  monofyl- 
lable! 

To  prepare  another  billet,  comprehend- 
ing my  plan,  was  a  work  of  time  ;  with 
what  perturbation  did  I  undertake  it !  To 
-condenfe  my  meaning  in  a  few  words, 
and  yet  leave  it  obvious  to  a  common 
capacity,  was  not  an   eafy  talk.-— I    thus 

at 
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at  laft  effefted  it  :  "  Generous  friejld,  win 
over  him  who  guards  my  daughter's  door,* 
while  you  are  at  mine,  and  I  will  Ihare  with* 
both  of  you  the  rich  jewels  I  poffefs,  of 
which   you   faw   only  the   fmalleft.     Ob- 
ferve  the  form  of  the  keys  Dunlop  brings 
— buy  many    as  near    them    as    poilible,* 
and  fo  various  that  fome  may    certainly^ 
fit. — Procure      iikev%'ife     tvv'o    regimentaP' 
.fuits,  that  we  may  pafs  the   centinels  un-*' 
queftioned ;    if   you    can   raife  the    little^ 
money  necelTary  for  this,  fear  not  to  fpend'" 
it;  I  will  make   your  fortune  in  the  mo-^i 
ment  our  doors  are  opened. — Reftore  me" 
to  my  daughter — condud:  us  to  the  gate," 
and  vve  will  both  bcfeech  the  Almighty, 
to  blefs  the  ric-hes  we  will  joyfully  leave 
in  vour  hands." 

Having  difpatched  this,  I  waited  the 
deciding  hour  with  the  moft  anxious  im- 
patience.; and  fcarce  dared  to  raife  my_. 
eyes  from  the  ground,  left  Dunlop  fhould 
read  in  them  aught  that  might  alarm  his 
fufpicions. 

How; 
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How  to  dilpofe  of  myrdf,   and  daiigh- 
rer..  when  out  of  the  Caftle,  was  a  quef- 
tion  1  could  not  decide  upon  ;  but  I  flat- 
tered myfclf  that  as  we  fliould  have  foms 
.  hours  the  ftartof  our  perfecut^«^  we  might 
reach  London  ;    where  it  .^would  not   be 
1  eafy  to  apprehend  perfons  \^ho  had  been  - 
,i  impnibned   without   any  judicial    inquiry 

fOr  fentence. A    greater  fear  however 

(than  that  occurred. How  if  thefe  fol- 

*  diets  fnould   not   be  honeil — the   reward 

nve  muft  beilow  would  prove  what  we  pcf- 

jfefied,  and  our  Uves  might  be  the  forfeit. 

I  iTet  fuch  was  ray  defperate  ftate,  that  even 

^this  reafonable  appreheniion  did  not  induce 

ane  one  moment  to  hefitate. 

I'  "S'The  appointed  time  revolved,  and  I  ^- 

xeived  another  billet.     "Be  ready  when  all ' 

is  quiet — every  thing  is  prepared  if  any  of 

the  keys  fit.     T'vly  comrade  and  klf  muft 

go  with  you  to  fecure  our  own  fafety,  but 

:it  will  likewife  fecure  yours."     Oh,  how 

did  my  heart  bound  at  this  happy  intelli- 

igence  ! — my   languor,    my    lamcneis,    all 

was  forgotten.     Maternal   love,  and   ha- 

j..   Vol.  III.  Y  bi'.ual 
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bitual  fear,  feettied  to  wing  me  with  fuper- 
natural  powers. 

As  the  important  moment  approached, 
I  knelt  and  devoutly  invoked  the  alTift- 
ance  of  heaven.  Ah !  not  in  v^;  for  the 
firft  effort  of  the  foldiers  was  fuccefsful.  I 
reached  out  a  rich  and  ready  hand  to 
each. — They  received  the  contents  with 
extreme  fatisfadion,  and,  conjuring  me  to 
preferve  the  moft  profound  filence,  locked 
the  doors,  and  led  me  to  the  further  fide 
of  the  Caftle.  At  the  threfliold  of  my 
daughter's  apartment  they  gave  into  my 
hand  the  difguifes  I  had  defired,  and 
agreed  to  wait  till  we  were  ready.  The 
tender  meltings  mothers  only  know  thril- 
led through  my  heart,  and  fweetened  every 
apprehenfion,  as  I  gently  made  my  way 
from  a  dark  room  towards  one  where  I 
faw  lights  ftill  burnins: :  but  fearful  of 
alarming  my  fweet  girl,  I  hefitated  at  the 
door.  What  v/as  my  aftoniQim.ent  to  per- 
ceive that  the  apartment  was  gay,  magni- 
ficent, and  illuminated ! — I  thought  at  firft 
that  anxiety  had  bewildered  my  faculties, 

but 
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but  their  truth  became  evident  when  they 
centered  at  once  on  my  daughter ;  who, 
elegantly  habited,  had  funk  on  a  couch 
alleep.  A  writing  table  covered  with 
due  implements  flood  before  her,  on 
which  lay  a  letter  it  appeared  to  me  fhe 
had  been  anfwering.  The  deadly  cold- 
nefs,  the  nameleis  fenfations  this  extraor- 
dinary fcene  could  not  but  occafion,  at 
once  fufpended  even  the  mofl  powerful 
emotions  of  nature.  A  repulfion  fo  terri- 
ble obliged  me  to  reft  my  head  againil 
•the  pillar  of  the  door,  and  ftruggle  fome 
<ime  witli  the  ficknefs  and  confulion  of 
my  foul,  ere  I  could  gather  ftrength  ta 
penetrate  into  the  fad.  She  ftill  continued 
to  enjoy  a  repofe,  it  feemed  to  me  that  I 
never  fliould  know  again,  and  I  had  now 
loll  the  wilh  of  awakening  her ;"  of  efcap- 
ing — alas,  even  of  exifting  !  Slowly  :t 
length  I  tottered  toward  the  table,  and 
^catching  at  the  tv/o  letters  I  mentioned, 
appeared  to  grafp  in  them  my  very  fate. 
The  fignature  of  the  firft  made  its  contents 
alraoll  needlefs. 

y  2  "Afe->v 
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"  A  few  days,  a  very  few  days  mord, 
mod  charming  of  women,  and  I  fliali 
be  able    to    indulge   your  every    wifh — 

every    thing   is    now   in   train pain  mc 

not  therefore  in  thus  preffing  an  impoiTu 
bility.  The  heart  of  your  mother  is  inexor- 
able to  me — it  has  ever  been  fo,  and  I  nei- 
ther dare  truft  her  with  the  truth,  or  you 
with  one  fo  prejudiced,  till  the  law  iliall  have 
annulled  my  detefted  marriage,  and  the 
King  agree  to  my  union  with  yourfelf — 
I  live  but  in  that  hope  ;  it  fupporis  me 
under  all  thefe  long  and  tedious  abfences. 
Why  will  you  call  the  fafe  home  in  which 
you  are  enclofed,  a  prifon  ? — ^The  whole 
world  appears  fo  to  him  who  beholds  with 
pleafure  only  that  fpot  where  you  dwell. 
To-morrow  I  (hall  Heal  an  hour  to  pafs 
with  you — fmile  for  that  hour,  my  beloved, 
and  blefs  with  a  welcome  your  devoted 
Somerfet." 

Of  what  various,  what  manifold  mife- 
ries  is  the  human  heart  fufceptible ! 
None  of  ail  the  exquifite  variety  I  had 
hitherto  known,   ever  furpaffed  this  new 

one. 
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Qne.  My  difdainful  foul  recoiled  from 
even  the  dear  obje6t  of  its  afte&ons — 
hypocrify,  that  ellence  of  all  vices,  had 
iloleri  into  her  heart  under  the  name  of 
love,  and  blighted  the  virtues  yetbloflbm- 
ing — fearfully  I  perufed  lier  letter,  to 
end  every  doubt. 

"  What  ages  of  folitude,  of  fufFering  dees 
'  your  love,  my  lord,  impofe  on  me  !  In 
'  vain  you  would  fill  up  that  place  in  my 
'  heart,  a  parent  fo  juftly  revered  muft 
'  ever  hold.  But  you  dill  talk  of  to  mor- 
'  row,  and  to-morrow — alas,  it  is  a  day 
'  that  may  perhaps  never  come — you  think 
f  me  vapourilli,  but  you  know  not  how 
'  flrangely  my  illnefs  increafes — it  is  acute 
'  and  violent — Oh  that  I  could  lay  my 
^}  burning  head  one  moment  on  my  mo- 
^  ther's  bofom  ! — Catharine  gave  me  fome 
*  whey  3^efterday ;  I  don't  know, — perhaps 
'  I  wrong  her,  but  I  have  not  been  myfelf 
'  fince.  A  thoufand  gloomy  images  have 
^  taken  poiieffion  of  my  mind  !  my  eager 
'  ear  is  filled  with  imaginary  knells  :  I 
'  could  fancy  myfelf  dying  :  you  will 
¥3  *^  laugh 
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**  laugh  perhaps  at  this  weaknefs,  but  f 
*'  cannot  conquer  it — ^if  I  fhould  indeed 
**  judge  right,  reieafe  my  mother  I  conjure 

"  you,  and  conceal  for  ever  from  her " 

Ah,  what  ?    exclaimed    I   in  the  mofb 
erri-bk    agony,    for    at    this    unfinifned 

fentence  the  letter  broke  off. Difdain,, 

finpenfe,  anguifli,  contended  within  me, 
and  iliook  my  frame  like  the  lafb  ftraggle 
of  nature. — Of  all  the  horrors  that  be- 
wildered my  mind,  one,  one  alone,  could 

my  fenfes   aicertain. My  haplefs  girl 

was  indeed  dying — wan  and  hollow  were 
thofe  cheeks  late  fo  florid — the  icy  fin- 
gers of  death  were  imprefled  upon  her 
temples,  and  the  eyes  Ihe  heavily  open- 
ed, as  her  woe-fti^iKk  mother  dropt  upon 
eaith,  had  no  longer  either  life,  beauty, 
or  luflre — Oh,  that  my  foul  had  efcaped 
in  the  groan  which  followed  this  horrible 
conviftion ! — She  faintly  fhrieked,  and  re- 
mained in  a  kind  of  ftupor ;  tendernefs,  how- 
ever, foon  predominated  in  my  mind  over 
every  other  fenfation. — I  threw  my  arms 
round  her  in  filence,  and  the  tears  which 
deluged  her  cheeks,  alone  declared  what 

paffed 
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!    ^iTed  in  my  foul. — Still  flie  uttered  not  a 
word,  but  griped  my  hands  as  though  the 
pangs  of  death  were  indeed  upon  her.     I 
in  vain  conjured,  intreated  her  to  fpeak ; 
it  was  long  ere  ihe  had  courage  to  enter 
into  a  detail  which  flie  had  neither  breath 
or  voice    to    go    through.      "  Condemn 
me   not   wh611y,   my   mother,"  at    length 
cried  the  dear  one,  "  however  appearances 
may   incenfe    you.       I    afk    for   only   life 
enough  to  acquit  myfelf,  and  will  to  my 
laft  moment  thank  the  God  who  reftores 
me  to  your  arms,   though  only  to  bluili 
away  my  being  in   them.      Yet  have    I 
no    other   crime    to   avow  than    that    re- 
ferve   unconquerably   interwoven   in    my 
nature. — Alas,    yefterday  I   thought  it   a 
virtue. — Heav^en   will,   perhaps,  give   me 
ftrength  to  go  through  the  ilory,  at  ieaft, 
I  ought   to  make  the  effort. — Oh,  deign 
to  pardon  my  compelled  abruptneis,   and 
hear  me  with  patience  ! 

"  At  the  moment  which  firfl,  prefented 
Prince  Henry  to  our  knowledge,  he  was 
accompanied .  by  the  Earl  of  Somerie:,-— 

f'^^How  my  eyes  conceived  the  partiality  my 
y  4  reafon 
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reafon  could  never  eraic  1  know  not^^ 
but  they  decided  at  once  in  his  favor. — 
Whether  the  Earl  perceived  the  involun- 
tary diilindion,  or  was  led  by  an  equal 
one  on  his  own  part,  is  alike  unknown 
to  me ;  but  I  underftood  the  relud;ance  he 
felt  when  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  Prince, 
whom  ht  left  with  us — the  contempt  with 
which  you  afterwards  mentioned  Lord 
Somerfet  ftrangely  fliocked  and  alarmed 
mc  ;  yet  (may  I  own  it)  I  fecretly  accufed 
the  moft  upright  heart  exifting  of  piide 
and  prejudice ;  and  found  a  thoufand 
reafons  for  fuddenly  difputing  a  judgment 
which  had  hitherto  been  the  rule  of  my 
ov/n. — During  the  frequent  vilits  of  Prince 
Henry,  v/hen  prudence  induced  you 
to  fend  me  abroad ;  alas,  to  what  a 
tem.piation  did  you  unconfcioufly  expofe 
me  !  Somerfet  availed  himfelf  of  thofe 
opportunities,  and,  by  diftant  homage, 
confirmed  the  prepofTeffion  I  had  already 
conceived. — What  fliame,  what  forrow, 
what  humiliadon,  has  it  coft  mie  ! — Can 
you  ever  know  a  more  exquifxte  mifery 
than  to   beftow  your   heart  unworthily  ? 

to 
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xo   be    humbled    without    guilt — — com^ 
pelled  to  biuQi  hourly  for  errors  not  your 
own — and  reduced    to    a    perpetual   con- 
£i6t    with    thoie    powerful    and    natural 
emotions   v;hich    form,  under   more  for- 
tunate circumftances,  the  felicity  of  youth  ! 
Senlible     by     the    curious    attention    of 
others,    how    injurious    that    of  the   Earl 
might  in  time  become,  I  requefted  leave 
to  remain  at  home  ;  and  awed,,  in    fpite 
of  myfelf,     by   your    fentiments,    boldly 
refolyed  to  facritice  the   erroneous    incli- 
nation of  my  heartj-and  received  the  vows 
of  Prince   Henry.      To   fee  you  happy, 
to  flatter  him  with  the  hope  of  being  fo, 
for  a  time  elevated  and  amufed  my  mind; 
but  folitude  foon  reftored  it  to  its  favorite 
object :     Somerfet  dill  prefented  himfeif, 
and  I  took  pleafure  in  the  tears  in  which 
I  drov/ned  his  admired  image.     By  fome 
means  or  other  I  found  letters  from  him 
frequently  in  my  chamber. — I  dared  not 
inquire  how^  left  I    fliould   awaken    your 
fufpicions ;    alas,    perhaps    that    was    one 
of  the  fine-fpun   v/ebs   with   which   love 

ever 


330        THE    RECESS,    &c. 

■ever  veils  its  errors  !  1  found  him  resii' 
Jarly  informed  of  all  our  dellgns ; — I 
knew  it  was  in  his  power  to  crofs  them 
by  a  word  ;  and  I  began  to  efteem  him 
for  daring  to  be  filent.  During  the  laft 
progrefs  of  the  King,  Somerfet  refolved 
to  profit  by  the  abience  of  Henry,  and,, 
apprized  of  the  interviews  we  granted 
the  Prince  in  the  pavilion  in  the  garden, 
as  well  as  of  my  habit  of  fitting  there, 
he  determined  to  take  the  chance  of  plead- 
ing his  caufe.  My  ftay  v/as  by  the  riiing 
of  the  moon  unufually  prolonged  on  the 
evening  he  had  felefted  to  prefent  himfelf 
before  me.  The  pale  light  ferved  only  to 
fliadow  out  his  form — any  human  onemufl: 
at  fuch  a  moment  have  appalled  me. — I 
fbrieked,  and  was  half-fahiting  when  the 
found  of  his  voics  diilipated  my  terror. 
Surprife,  perhaps  joy,  that  inftantaneous 
confidence  we  ever  repofe  in  the  objeft 
beloved,  doubtlefs  reaflured  him.  I  was 
fcarce  confcious  I  had  granted  the  au- 
dience he  demanded,  till  he  fell  at  my 
feet  to  thank  mt.  The  manner  in  which 
2  he 
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he  avowed  his  paffion,  made  me  fen- 
fible  too  late  that  I  had  iil-difgiiifed  my 
own ;  I  know  not  whether  I  Ihould  have 
had  refol'ution  to  attempt  doing  fo  much 
longer,  had  not  our  converfation  been 
fuddenly  interrupted  by  Henry.  The 
Prince  to  my  inexpreffible  difmay,  en- 
tered the  pavilion.— My  voice  had  drawn 
him  thither,  but  the  found  of  Somerfet's 
made  him  retreat  in  contemptuous  iilence. 
The  Earl  would  have  followed,  but  I 
caught  his  arm  and  obftinately  v.'ithheld 
him  : — then  conjuring  .him  to  haften  to 
his  boat,  I  iiew  after  the  Prince.  Henry 
had  thrown  himfelf  on  the  feat  near  the 
terrace ;  but,  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of 
feparating  him  and  the  Earl  at  fuch  a 
crifis,  I  entreated  the  Prince  to  proted; 
me  to  the  houfe.  The  light  of  the 
moon  enabled  me  to  judge  from  his  bewil- 
dered air  of  the  diftraition  of  his  mind. 
I  had  not  courage  to  break  a  filence  he 
voluntarily  maintained  :  yet  to  part  un- 
der appearances  fo  equivocal  was  impof- 
fible.  I  hefitated  at  length  a  faint  expla- 
nation* 
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nation.  "  Could  you  GontradiA  the  evi" 
dence  of  my  fenfes,  madam,"  llgiied  the 
Prince,  in  a  low  and  tender  tone,  *'  I  might 
wifh  to  hear  you  :  as  it  is,  fpare  me, 
I  conjure  you,  on  a  fubjeft  fo  hateful ; 
I  have  nothing  ta  reproach  you  with  but: 
a  referve  which  led  me  to  deceive  my- 
felf. — Adieu,  I  promife  you  inviolable 
filence. — He  v/ho  once  hoped  to  conili- 
tute  your  felicity,  difdains  to  interfere  with 
it.  Yet  one  truth  I  ought  perhaps  to 
apprize  you  of;  your  happy,  your  fa- 
vored lover  is  married ;  think  not  I 
v.'iih  to  reap  any  advantage  from  tliis  in- 
formation— never  more  fliall  I  breathe 
a  vow  at  your  feet — Oh,  Mary  !  you. 
have  undone  me  !"  He  wrung. my  hands] 
in  an  agony  of  paffion,  and  rufned  through 
the  garden  to  conceal  the  fobs  v/hich 
continLied  to  pierce  my  heart  through  my 
ear.  What  a  night  did  I  pafs  ! — fad  pre- 
lude to  fo  m^any  miferable  ones.  I  readily 
abfented  myfelf  the  next  day  at  the  Prince's 
iifual  hour  of  viiitino;  us.  1  never  faw  him 
afterwards     without     pain,     humiliation, 

and 
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and  conftraint ;  though  he  omitted  no- 
thing likely  to  reconcile  me  to  myfelf. 
During  the  fatal  itlnefs  into  which  he  fell, 
'how  continually  did  my  heart  reproach 
me  with  increafing,  if  not  caufmg  it  ! 
and  how  deeply  was  my  injuftice  to  his 
merit  pimiihed,  in  the  mortifying  con- 
viction that  Somerfet  had  dared  to  de- 
ceive me  ! — What  prayers  did  I  offer  up 

•for  Henry's  recovery What  vows   to 

atone  for  my  error,  by  a  life  devoted  to 
•him  !  Alas,  I  was  not  worthy  a  lover  fo 
noble  ;  and  heaven  recalled  his  purer 
■effence,  while  yet  unfullied.  The  fenfe 
of  a  hopelefs  and  unworthy  paiTion  min- 
gled with  the  deep  grief  I  could  not 
but  feel  for  his  lofs.  A  ficklinefs  and  dif- 
guft  fucceeded — rank,  royalty,  dirdnfcion, 
every  worldly  advantage  combined,  could 
not  have  diffipated  the  gloom  of  my 
mind,  or  reconciled  me  for  a  moment 
to  fociety.  I  took  no  pleafure  in  the 
hopes,  you,  my  dear,  my  generous  mo- 
ther, cheriflied  for  me;  but  I  v/ould  not 
be   ungrateful,    and    therefore    concealed 

my 
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my  apathy.  Thus  impreffed,  what  merit 
was  there  in  that  effoit  wl^ich  en- 
abled me  to  become  your  comforter 
under  a  reverfe  I  fcarcely  felt? — 01%, 
that  my  errors,  my  misfortunes,  had 
ended  here — that  I  had  breathed  my 
laft  on  your  revered  bofom,  while  yet 
unconfcious  of  wounding  it!  V/hen  the 
vain  hope  of  freedom'  made  you  folicit 
for  a  limited  portion  of  air  and  exercife, 
how  could  you  forefee  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  that  periodical  indulgence! 
In  the  firft  of  thefe  folitary  walks,  So- 
merfet  prefented  himfeif  before  me;  not 
the  crefted,  afpiring  favorite  ;  but  the  felf- 
acculing,  the  pale,  the  humble  lover. — My 
eyes  however  refifted  the  impulfe  of  my 
heart,  and  turned  haughtily  from  him  ; 
^'but  he  hung  on  my  robe,  he  intreated, 
he  conjured, — he  ivculd  be  heard. — I 
feel  I  fhall  not  have  time  to  enter  into 
the  long  explanation  of  his  condud 
which  won  from  me  an  unwilling  pardon: 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  he  knew  every  the 
moft  fecret  tranfa(5tion  in  our  houfe,  nor 
ventured  to  marry  till  convinced    I  w^as 

be- 
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betrothed   to   Prince   Henry.     But,   oh  ! 

the  wretch  he  efpoufed  ! Never  may 

you  know  the  crimes  of  which  fhe  has 
too  probably  been  guilty  !  It  was  to 
Somerfet's  interpofition  we  owed  the  pro- 
longation of  thofe  lives,  the  pride  and 
rage  of  the  King  had  fecretly  devoted  from 
.the  moment  he  read  the  papers  he  took  a 
malicious  pleafure  in  deftroying. — Still 
anxious  for  me,  the  Earl  owned  he  had 
perfuaded  James  to  imprifon  us  in  this 
Caftle,  as  well  to  fecure  our  fafety,  as  to 
provide  us  thofe  comforts  and  conveni- 
ehcies  our  royal  relation  would  have  de- 
prived us  of. 

yl  *'  I  could  not  be  infenfible  to  fervices  like 
thefe ;  and,  finding  my  wrath  began  to 
abate,  he  awakened  my  pity,  by  de- 
fcribing  the  domeftic  miferies  an  un- 
happy marriage  had  impofed  on  him. 
The  tears  with  which  my  wounded  foul 
blotted  this  piflure,  induced  him  ftill 
farther  to  explain  himfelf.  His  hopes 
of  a  divorce  feemed  rationally  grounded ^ 
ji.and  I  could  not  but  enter  into  liis  views 
'  on 
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on  that  head. —  I  was  not  however  able  to 
perfuade  him  that  you  would  ever  think  as 
I  did,  and  weakly  promifcd    a  fecrecy   I 

ought  to  have  feen  the  danger  of Yet, 

the  prejudice  which  induced  you  to  impute 
even  our  imprifonment  to  him,  feemed  fo 
fixed,  fo  unalterable,  that  though  a  thou- 
sand times  the  integrity  of  my  nature  tempt- 
ed me  to  unfold  .to  you  .the  only  fecrct  my 
bofom  ever  teemed  with,  I  flirunk  be- 
fore a  mind  fo  difgufted,  nor  dared  to 
utter  one  fyllable  might  pain  you.  The 
delays  of  Somerfet,  however  neceffary, 
^alarmed  and  diftrelTed  me — I  became 
cold  and  melancholy  ,•  and,  too  delicate; 
to  confide  to  him  the  true  .caufes  of  this 
alteration,  he  foon  affigned  a  falfe  onev 
Peevifhnefs  and  altercation  now  robbed 
our  interviews  of  all  their  fweetneft. — He  , 
often  reproached  me  with  having  opened, 
my  heart  to  you,  who  alone  could  thus 
fhut  it  againfh  him. — Difdain  urged  me 
one  day  to  affure  him  I  would  do  fo,  the  firft 
moment  I  again  beheld  you. — He  left 
me  in  a  tranfport  of  rage.  Alas,  my  heart- 
became 
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liecume  fenfible  of  one  every  way  equal  to 
it,  when  I  found  that  I  was  not  permitted 
to  return  to  your  prifon  :  I  refufed  to 
admit  him  to  that  allotted  for  me,  and 
gave  vent  to  every  extravagance  fo  un- 
forefeen  an  injury  muft  excite. — His  an- 
fwer  convinced  me  that  this  ftep  had  long 
been  meditated.  He  alTured  me  that  "  he 
would  iboner  die  than  reftore  me  to  a 
mother  who  had  ever  hated,  detefted, 
«yid  defpifed  him  without  any  reafon,  till 
liis  claim  took  place  of  hers,  and  he 
GOuld  call  me  his  wife.''  The  cruel  re- 
membrance of  what  you  mufb  fuffer, - 
foon  reduced  me  to  intreaties,  and  folemn 
promifes  of  continued  fecrefy.  "  They 
were  now,"  he  replied,  "  too  late  ; — that  he 
could  not  fuppofe  it  poffibie  I  ihould  be 
.able  to  conceal  from  you  the  caufe  of 
my  abfence  ;  and  this,  juftly  ftrengthening 
<.the  unreafonable  difguft  and  hatred  you  al- 
'.  .ready  felt  towards  him,  would  make  you 
I  go    any   lengths   to  prevent  a  union  you 

mufl    naturally    abhor." To    this   he 

.  added  all  he  thought  likely  to  foothe  my 
Vol.  III.  Z  -em- 
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e'mbittered  fpirit,  and  folemnly  affared  mc 
5''Our  mind  was  relieved,  by  a  conviftion 
that    this  1-eparation   was  only  in    confe- 

quence  of  a  new  order  from  court. 

Although  I  faw  in  this  mode  of  condufl  a 
chicanery  and  little  art  my  nature  dif- 
dained,  I  was  yet  glad  to  imagine  it 
lightened  to  you  the  heavy  affliftion  our 
feparation  could  not  but  caufe.  I  felt 
too  late  the  error  of  mental  refervation, 
and  had  fufficient  reafon  to  think  every 
evil  might  branch  out  from  that  little 
root.  Having  in  vain  contended  with 
'the  man  no  lefs  mafter  of  my  life  than 
fate,  I  at  length  was  wearied  into  for- 
giving him.  The  divorce  was  now  in  great 
forwardnefs,  and  the  manifold  iniquities 
of  the  fiend  in  human  fhape  he  had  mar- 
ried fuch  as  could  not  but  fhock  and  in- 
tereft  a  heart  difpofed  to  love  him.  A 
thoufand  bufy  projeds  palfed  daily  from 
liis  brain  to  mine,  and  often  intervened 
between  myfelf  and  a  mother  fo  revered. 
Every  hour  that  went  over  my  head  made 
it  more  impofTible  for  me  to  appear  before  ' 

YOU 
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you  but  as  his  wife,  and  I  became  as  eager 
as  himfelf  for  a  day  which  heaven  had 
pre-ordained  I  lliould  never  fee.  One 
who  purfued  her  point  more  effectually, 
has  feverely  punilhed  all  my  youdiful  er- 
rors— Oh  may  my  premature  death  be  re- 
ceived, by  him  who  made  me,  as  an  ex- 
piation ! — How  fhall  I  tell  you  ! — and  yet 
I  mufc — I  have  often  thought  m.y  food 
^tinclured  with  poifon — yefberday — Alas, 
my  mother,  where  is  now  your  fortitude  ? 
—where  is  that  fubiime  rengnation  I 
have  feen  you  exert  ?- — forget  the  vain 
jiiopes  you  once  formed  for  nae~forget 
.that  I  am  your  daughter;  oh!  think  tlie 
rC^i'jing  wretch  this  awful  moment  recals 
was  born  to  embitter  the  days  that  yet 
remain  .to  you,  and  adore,  even  in  .this 
painful  m.oment,  the  mercy  of  the  AL 
fnighty  ! — If  1  have  not  finned  beyoj;!,!^  (^r- 
gi^enefs,  gracioully  extend  vQur^  itp^me* 
while  yet  I  am  fenfible  of  the  bieiling." 

As  (lie  threw  herfelf  into  my  arms,  every 

,fc9.ture  feemed  ihrunk,.  and  moulded  t>y 

:^^^  riip.gprs  of  death— Al^s;l  wl^at  ,Uf cp,i;]:if 

Z  2  of 
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of  me  at  this  crifis  !  her  paroxyinis 
were  fcarce  more  dreadful  than  thofe  tliar 
feized  upon  my  foul — every  emotion  of 
love,  friendfhip,  and  kindred,  appeared 
tranquillity,  when  compared  with  the  wild, 
uncontrolable  anguiih  of  the  robbed,  the 
ruined  mother.  Perpetually  ready  to 
o;ive  vent  to  the  tumultuous  execrations 
piy  heart  pronounced  againft  the  artful, 
infidious  traitor,  who  had  ahenated  her  af- 
fections, and  warped  the  rectitude  of  her 
mind,  an  intuitive  convidion  that  fuch 
a  tranfport  would  vainly  embitter  the 
little  time  remaining  to  her,  obliged  me  to 
confine  to  (ighs  and  groans  all  the  miferies 
of  the  moment.  I  drew  her  fondly  to  my 
bofom,  and  poured  over  her  pale  con- 
vulfed  cheeks  a  heart-broken  mother's  j 
folemn  abfolution. 

One  horror  only  could  be  added  to  a 
icene  like  this,  nor  was  it  wandng.  The 
centinels,  weary  of  waiting  and  ftartled 
by  our  groans,  now  abruptly  entered  the 
chamber, — Scared  at  the  fight  of  my 
daughter  expiring  in  my  arms,  the  fenfe 

of  4 
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of  their  own  danger  foon  over-ruled 
every  other  ;  they  urged,  they  conjured 
me  to  leave  my  Mary,  now  apparently 
lifelefs ;  but  they  urged,  they  conjured 
in  vain. — On  her  I  was  foon  to  relign 
to  her  Creator  my  whole  foul  was  now 
jfixed. — The  dear  one  faintly  revived  ;  but, 
ftruck  with  inconceivable  horror  at  ligh; 
of  the  foldiers,  (he  relapfed  into  con- 
vulfions,  griping  me  ftill  elofer.  Ah, 
God,  the  cold  chill  that  followed  ! 
when  I  found  her  hold  relax  at  once — 
tlie  world  vanilTied  from  before  my  eyes 
—they  beheld  only  the  fliir  form,,  which 
fought  a  grave  on  the  bofom  where  it 
firfl:  found  a  being. — Infpired  with  the 
'^ercenefs  of  a  favage,  I  grafped  her  yet 
elofer,  fhrieking  tremendouily,  ,  and  with 
a  ftrength  furely  fupernatural.  The  con- 
fufed  and  incenfed  foldiers,  having  ufe*.i 
every  perfiiafion  in-  vain,  made  the  moll: 
violent  efforts  to  fever  me  from  the  lalt, 
the  deareil,  the-  only  objed:  of  my  love. 
Threats,   intreaties,   art,  and  force,   ho\v- 

ever,    were  alike  vain nothing  could 

Z,  3  win. 
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win  J  could  tear  her  from  me.  They  prefented 
Mt  lengdi  dieir  bayonets  to  my  bofom^  » 
and  beheld  me  with  rurprile  dare  the 
blow. — Perhaps  they  had  really  pierced 
it,  but  that  fome  women,  attendant  on 
my  daughter,  now  ruflied  into  the  room*. 
Fear  for  their  own  fafety  obliged  th^' 
foldiers  to  forbear  urging  or  enforcing 
me  further.  They  feized  the  intruders, 
left  any  of  them  fhould  efcape,  and,  hav- 
ing bound  them,  fought  fafety  in  flight. 
A   terrible    calm    fucceeded   my   intenfe 

defperation the  blood  which  had  tu- 

multuoufly  burnt  along  every  vein  now 
returned  in  torrents,  to  choke  up,  and 
drown  my  heart.-— — The  black  fumes 
mounted  thence  to  my  brain. — With  a 
f>rief-glazed  eye,  I  contemplated  the  pale 
and  precious  cheek  from  whofe  rich  color- 
ing I  of  late  drew  life,  till  ignorant  that  I 
either  fuffered,  or  exifted. 


*     * 


Seldom 


THE     RECESS,    &c.       343; 

Seldom  enough  myfelf  to  diftinguifhi 
5he  fhadowy  forms  that  flitted  round  my 
bed,  and  always  too  indifferent  to  utter 
a  fingle  queflion,  I  opened  not  the  cur- 
tain, nor  cared  who  was  beyond  it. — 
.Vague  and  ftifled  exclamations  alone  in- 
formed me  of  the  danger  of  that  fatal 
fire  which  raged  within  my  veins : — 
Danger  did  I  fay  ? — I  ought  rather  to  have 
called  it  relief.  During  the  iliort  inter- 
vals of  my  dehrium,  I  voluntarily  funk 
in  filence  under  the  gloom  and  debi- 
lity it  left.  Suddenly  I  was  feized  with 
fjch  flutters,  and  gafpings,  as  feemed  to 
indicate  an  immediate  termination  of 
every  human  infliftion — My  weary  foul 
hovered  at  the  gate  of  its  prifon,  and  I 
felt  as  if  a  fmgle  word  would  releafe  it ; 
but  I  had  neither  ability  or  inclination  to- 
pronounce  that  word  ;  and  though  1  per^- 
ceived  that  every  curtain  was  undrawn  to 
give  me  air,  I  raifed  not  my  quivering  eye- 
lids to  diftinguifh  the  two  perfons  wha 
anxioufly  held  each  hand,  as  v/atching  for 
Z  4  the 


344         THE    RECESS,    5:c. 


I 


the   laft   beat    of   the   faint    and  hiirrkd 
pulfe. 

While  thus  in  the  very  ftruggle  and  i 
iluftuation  incident  to  parting,  nature^ 
a  voice  fuddeniy  reached  my  receding 
fenfes — a  voice  fo  mellow,  calm,  and 
holy,  that  life  yet  lingered  on  it.  I  dif- 
tingnifhed  thefe  words :  "  Oh,  Almighty 
God  !  with  whom  do  live  the  fpirits  of  , 
the  jiift  m.ade  perfeft,  when  they  are  de-  | 
llvered  from  their  earthly  prifons ;  wc 
humbly  commend  the  foul  of  this  thy 
i'ervant,  our  dear  fifter,  into  thy  hands, 
as  into  thofe  of  a  faithful  Creatv'^r,  and 
moft  merciful  Saviour!"  A  faint  effort  I 
made  to  releafe  my  hands,  with  the  defign 
of  railing  them  towards  heaven,  caufed 
the  prayer  to  ceafe.  An  emotion  I  could 
not  rehft  made  me  lift  my  dim  eyes 
to  behold,  if  not  abfolutely  an  angel, 
the  human  being  that  mod  refembled 
one.  At  a  table  near  my  bed  knelt  a 
Clergyman,  whofe  reverend  locks  time 
had  entirely  bleached,  but  it  had  taken 
nothing  from  his  line  eyes,  which  feemed 

to 
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to  refleft  the  divinity  he  ferved — care 
and  experience  had  worn  traces  in  every 
perfe6l  feature ;  and  the  pale  purity  of 
virtue,  chaftened  alike  by  forrow  and 
refignation,  had  fucceeded  to  the  vivid 
hues  of  youth,  hope,  and  health.  I  ut- 
tered a  figh,  and  faint  exclamation. — 
A  fweet,  yet  fad,  pleafure  wandered 
through  my  exhaufted  frame,  thus  to  be 
aflured  that  I  had  reached  the  very  point  of 
my  being.  Some  women  decently  ar- 
rayed in  black  having  affifted  my  infirm. 
and  venerable  comforter  to  rife,  con- 
ducted him  to  the  fide  of  my  bed,  and. 
retired.  With  a  gracioufnefs  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  he  adjured  me,  fince  the  mercy 
of  the  Almighty  had  unexpectedly  re- 
flored  my  intelleds,  to  profit  by  the 
indulgence  in  preparing  my  foul  to  ap- 
pear before  him.  An  impulfe  of  grati- 
tude induced  me  ta  raife  my  hand  to  take 
his,  that  fympathetically  trembled  over  me  ; 
but  even  this  trifling  motion  made  me 
fenfible  that  I  had  on  many  blifters,  wliich 
wrung  my  feeble  fenfe  even  to  fainting. 

The 
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The  women,  as  is  ufual  in  defperate  cafes,, 
gave  me  fome  vivifying  cordials,  and 
again  retired.  The  reverend  ftranger 
once  more  addreiled  me,  prailing  the  Al- 
mighty for  the  refcoration  of  my  intel- 
lects— they  were  indeed  reftored,  for  oh  ! 
the  recoUeclion  of  that  difmal  event  which 
had  rendered  their  lofs  a  bleffing  return- 
ed upon  my  mind,  and  made  m^e  loathe 
the  fjccours  I  cor.ld  owe  only  to  the  de- 
tefted  hand  tliat  had  confummated  my 
woes  !  "  Oh,  you,"  cried  I,  in  a  broken> 
voice,  "  who  thus  feek  to  coimfort  themi- 
ferable,  inform  me  firfh  to  whom  I  owe 
the  benefit  ?"  He  paufed  a  moment — 
his  gracious  eyes  glanced  upward,  and, 
having  thus  confuked  with  his  Creator, 
he  anfwered  me  with  firmnefs;  "  that 
he  v.as  called  De  Vere  ;  the  houfehold 
Chaplain  of  the  Earl  of  Someriet." — 
At  that  abhorred  title  I  fhut  my  eyes  as 
thoush  I  could  have  iliut  out  retrofoec- 
tion,  and  waved  to  him  to  leave  me. — 
'^  Rafh,  unfortunate  v'oman,"  returned  he,, 
in  a  folemn  and  yet  tender  tone,  "  reUgioa 

does 
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does  not  permit  me  to  obey  you — would 
you  bear  into  a*  better  world  the  pride, 
the  paflions,  the  prejudices,  which  have 
certainiy  embittered,  perhaps  lliortened, 
your  days  in  this  ? — Dare  you  prefent  to 
the  pure  fource  of  good,  your  great,  your 
glorious  Creator,  a  foul  yet  fullied  with 
voluntary  frailties  and  human  imperfec- 
tion ? — Are  you  not  on  the  point  of  ceafing 
to  fuffer,  wherefore  then  Iliould  you  not 
ceafe  to  relent  ?  Religion  enjoins  you  ta 
forget  the  faults  of  others,  and  contem- 
plate only  your  own. — Attend  to  truth,, 
and  I  will  impart  it  to  you — refolve  to 
be  patient,  and  I  will  pour  balm  into  the- 
deep  wounds  of  hum^an  calamity — con- 
trol your  pailions,  and  I  will  elevate 
them,  even  under  the  ftruggles  of  part- 
ing nature,  by  hopes  which  fhall  furely 
be  realized,  becaufe  they  centre  in  im- 
m-ortality." — The  Author  of  univerfal  be- 
ing feemed  to  fpeak  to  me  through  his 
Miniiter — the  gathering  tumult  ftood  fuf- 
pended.  "  You  addrtfs  not  an  ingrate," 
returned  I  feebly,  "  I  have  walked  in  peace 

tlii'ough 
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through  life  with  my  God,  and  fain  would 
I  die  fo  :  though  furely  to  remember  the 
wretch,  who  precipitates  me  into  eternity- 
by  a  grief  too  pungent  for  endurance,  with 
charity,  or  compoiure,  exceeds  my  abi- 
lity. If  yon  have  aught  to  reveal  that 
may  allay  this  irritation,  be  truly  gene- 
rous in  unfolding  it — if  otherwife,  pre. 
fent  flich  images  only  to  my  m.ind  as  miay 
drive  from  it  that  of  a  villain,  whofe 
offences  yon  cannot  extenuate ;  nor  dou- 
ble the  agonies  even  you  cannot  relieve." 
*'  It  is  my  only  intention,  madam,"  re- 
plied he. — ''  Alas,  I  would  not  probe  your 
wounds  even  to  heal  them  ! — If  it  is  ne-  . 
ceffary  to  fuffer  ere  we  can  feel,  beheve  • 
me,  I  want  not  even  that  power  of  fym- 
pathizing  with  you  ;  yet  muft  I  recon- 
cile my  divine  and  human  character,  by  j 
vindicating  the  innocent  while  1  foothe  the 
unfortunate ;  though  even  the  wealth  of 
nations  could  not  tempt  me  for  one  moment 
to  palliate  guilt.  Have  you  courage  to 
hear  a  letter,  given  me  by  my  Lord,  in 
hopes    of    the    prefent     opportunity  }  .  I 

controlled 
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<:ontrolled  myfelf,  and  figned  to  him  to 
read. 

*^  In  what  words,  moft  injured,  moft 
'^  unfortunate  of  women,  fliall  the  wretch 
.*/  who  has  unconfcioufiy  deilroyed  your 
*'  peace  and  his  own,  deprecate  the  wrath 
"5'  his  very  idea  muft  occafion  ? — Alas, 
■"  over^^'hehlled  with  grief,  horror,  defpair, 
(c  every  kiUing  fenfation,  (guik  alone  ex- 
"  cepted)  his  puniQ:iment  is  as  acute  as 
^'  even  mahce  could  wiili  it. 

"  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  my  affile- 
*^^  tions,  I  am  inform.ed  that  the  blow  which 
*'  has  robbed  my  foul  of  its  deareft  hope, 
*'  ftruck  at  your  life — that  even  in  the 
**  wildnefs  of  delirium  your  curfes  purfue 
"  me,  and  you  are  ready  to  fink  into  the 
"  grave  with  unabated  hatred. — If  return- 
"  ing  recoiledion  fhould  ever  enable  you  to 
'^  read,  or  hear,  thefe  genuine  did:ates  of 
^'  a  breaking  heart,  do  it,  madam,  I  con- 
*' jure  you,  the  late  juftice  of  an  acquittaL 
**  By  the  fpotlefs  fpirit  of  the  dear  loft  an- 
^*  gel  my  fatal  love  deprived  you  of,  hear, 
<'  pity — if  pofiible,  forgive  me.— -Can  you 

*'  far 
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'  for  a  momeot  believe  that  I  v/ould  have 
'  touched  a  life,  dear,  precious,  to  me, 
'  even  as  to  yourfeif  ? 

''  The  abandoned  woman,  tov/homhea~ 
^  ven,  as  a  punifhment  for  all  my  fms, 
^  united  me,  difcovered  by  fome  unknown 
'  means  thofe  views  T  thought  impenetra- 
'  ble  ;  and,  forefeeing  in  their  completioa 

*  her  own  difgrace  and  ruin,  iTie  took  a 
^  deadly  means  to  fave  herfelf  from  both. 
^  — Already  but  too  familiar  widi  poifon, 
'  and  with  death,  (lie  found,  among  the 
'  maids  attending  on  my  dear  loft  love, 
'  one  bafe  enouo;h  to  aid  her  in  iranfladng; 

*  an  angel  too  early  to  the  ikies.  To  fay, 
'  that  I  hate,  det^ft,  and  Ihun  the  execra- 
'  ble  monfter,  is  furely  needlefs — I  even 

*  refign  her  to  your  juftice,  nor  do  I  wiih 
'  to  ilielter  myfelf  from  it,    if  you  ftiil 

*  think  me  guilty. 

"  The  lall  words  of  an  expiring  faint 
'  are  not  more  ardent,  more  (incere  than 
^  thofe  I  now  utter.— Oh  !  ftrive,  then  to 
\  live,  madam,  nor  let  my  agonized  foul 
'  have  the  additional  misfortune  of  fhort- 

"  ening 
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*^  ening  your  days,   and  lingering  under 
^*  vour  curfe  !" 

Alas,  of  what  importance  are  thefe 
late  conviftions  ?  When  a  ball  has  gone 
through  the  heart,  we  are  incapable  of 
heeding  the  quarter  it  comes  from. 

I  could  not  however  refi.fe  credence  to 
this  letter,  and,  accufmg  myfelf  of  having 
hitherto  perhaps  wanted  candour  towards 
the  audior,  I  acquitted  myfelf  to  him, 
by  affording  him  my  forgivenefs. 

Nature,  ever  ihirinking  from  diffolu- 
tion,  is  ealily  recalled  to  a  lingering  fuf- 
ferance ;  but  the  exhaufted  foul  no  more 
•can  recover  its  powers.  The  a6livity 
which  once  fupported  mine  was  gone  for 
ever.— 

The  venerable  divine  I  have  mentioned 
ftill  watched  over  me,  and  by  the  hoiieft 
confolations  contended  with  the  apathy 
into  which  I  was  (inking. — But  who 
could  heal  a  heart  broken  by  fo  many 
forrows  ? — That  it  i^as  broken  alone 
could  confole  me.  Deftined  to  turn  my 
dim  eyes  around  this  vaft  globe  without 
2  finding 
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finding  one  obj.eft  on  which  they  could 
reft,  De  Vere  led  them  towards  heaven.; 
he  bade  me  remember  that  my  treafare   ■ 
was  only  removed,   not  taken  wholly  from    . 
me  ;  and  that  every  paffing  day  brougl:tt 
me  nearer  to  recovering  it. 

For  the  execrable  v/oman  who  had, 
to  the  ruin  of  her  own  foul,  murdered 
the  only  hope  of  mine,  I  ventured  not  to 
imagine  a  punifliment. — I  dared  not  truft 
myfelf  with  fo  dangerous  a  willi — No,  I  . 
ronfigned  her  to  the  God  flie  had  offended,  | 
and  he  has,  even  in  this  world,  fearfully 
avenged  me. 

The  pious  De  Vere  Shewed,  by  pre- 
ferv.ing  and  reftoring  my  jewels,  the  equi- 
IV  of  his  nature,  and  I  made  him  fuch 
acknowledgments  as  muft  flatter  his 
heart,  and  eftablifh  his  fortune.  As  foon 
as  I  thought  myfelf  equal  to  the  journey, 
I  refolved  to  retire  to  France,  that  I 
might  at  leaft  expire  in  peace,  and  be- 
fought  him  to  accompany  me. — Not  able 
without  ingratitude  immediately  to  quit 
ids  patron,     he    comforted  me   with  'the 

hopes 
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hopes  of  foon  partaking  my  voluntary 
^xile. 

How  unworthy  the  man  who  won  the 
innocent  heart  of  my  tranllated  angel 
ever  was  of  it,  1  had  foon  another  con- 
vincing proof.  Becaufe  I  refifhed  the 
impulfes  of  defpair — becaufe  I  liftened 
to  the  'dictates  of  virtue  and  rehgion, 
and  deigned  to  live  out  the  days  ap- 
pointed by  the  Almighty,  his  narrow 
ibul  began  to  believe  mine  fufceptible  of 
human  confolation ;  he  dared  to  intrude 
upon  me  in  the  name  of  the  King,  late 
offers  of  acknowledgment,  diftindioa, 
.  fortune — Heavens  !  how  could  either  ima- 
gine that  I  would  owe  aught  to  thofe  I 
mull  alike  look  down  upon  ? — The  very 
.idea  had  well  nigh  difarransed  mv  feeble 
faculties,  and  deftroyed  the  religious  com- 
pofure  of  mj  grief.  It  however  con- 
vinced me  that  no  oppolition  would  be 
made  to  my  quitting  the  prifon  in  which  I 
left,  alas,  all  worth  enclofmg. I  launch- 
ed therefore  once  more  into  the  immenfe 
world,  unknown — unendeared,  and  wil- 
iling  to  be  fo. 

Vol.  til  A  a  Mv 
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My  fever  returned  on  my  landing  in 
France  with  the  mod  mortal  fymptoms. 
'  — Ah  !  can  I  fail  here  to  commemorate 
the  fecond  angel  heaven  fent  to  my  af- 
fiftance  ?  The  arrival  of  the  Ambaffa-  , 
dor  in  his  way  toward  England,  though  , 
at  firil  an  inconvenience,  in  fo  narrow 
an  afylum  as  an  inn,  eventually  prolonged 
my  days.  His  dear  and  lovely  daugh- 
ter was  informed  of  my  ftate — Ilie  in- 
dulged the  fiiblime  impuife  of  humanity, 
which  led  her  towards  the  bed,  where 
lay  a  forlorn  wretch  who  appeared  ready 
to  draw  her  laft  breath  in  filent  affliftion^ 
She  fummoned  her  noble  father's  phyfi- 
cian,  v/hofe  fkill  relieved  one  it  could ' 
not  fave. — She  even  deigned  to  outilay  = 
the  Ambaifador ;  and,  by  a  glorious 
principle  known  only  to  fuperior  natures, 
began  to  love  the  wretch  (lie  fuccoured* 
A  virtue  fo  exemplary  almofl;  reconciled 
m.e  to  the  world  I  am  fliortly  to  quit. — 
Sweet  Adelaide,  when  in  this  faint  por- 
trait you  furvey  yourfelf,  figh  for  thofe 
decaying  powers  which  cannot  render  it 
more  ftriking. 

2  That 
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That  my  decline  has  been  prolonged 
till  this  narrative  is  concluded  I  do  not 
regret  ;  and  by  compliance  I  have  evinc- 
ed my  fenfe  of  your  friendfliip  ; — I  have 
now  only  to  die. — Yet,  alas,  it  is  with 
regret  1  prefent  to  your  youthful  eyes 
fo  melancholy  a  chart  of  my  voyage- 
through  life. — Suffer  it  not  to  damp  your 
hopes,  but  rather  let  it  blunt  your  fenfe 
of  misfortune  :  for  have  I  not  faid  al- 
ready, that  confummate  mifery  has  a 
moral  ufe,  in  teaching  the  repiner  at 
little   evils    to    be  jufter  to  his  God  and 

himfelf  ? Glorious  though  infcrutable 

are  all  his  ways,  and,  ihort  as  my  time 
now  is,  he  has  fufi^ered  me  to  fee  his 
righteous  retribution.  Condemnation,  in- 
famy, and  fohtude,  are  henceforth  the 
portion  of  Somerfet  and  his  execrable 
Countefs. — A  fimilar  crime,  long  buried 
in  oblivion,  has  been  proved  upon  them, 
without  my  having  once  difburbed  the  fa- 
cred  allies  of  my  Mary.  An  a6l  fo  atrocious 
has  broke  the  tye  which  bound  De  V'ere 
to  the  Earl,  and  I  every  day  expeft  him. 
I  ftruggle  to  retain  my  laft  breath  till 
I  can  give  it  up  in  his  prefence,  alTured 

that 
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that   his   fuperior   foul   will   prepare   my 
frail  one  for  a  long  hereafter,  and  decently  \ 
difpofe  of  the  mortal  frame  I  foon  muft  : 
leave  behind  me. 

Dear  and  lovely  friend,    you  are  now  ;, 
in  England. — Already  perhaps  your  feet  ' 
have  trod  lightly  ovfir  thofe  fpots  where 
my   happinefs    withered. — Ah  !    if  fenli-  j 
bility  ihould  lead  you  more  thoughtfully  ' 
to  retrace  them,  check  every  painful  emo- 
tion,   by  recoilefting    that   I    fnall   then 
be    paft    the    power    of    fuffering.- — Yet  •, 
when  your  noble  father  re-condu6ts  you 
to  the  home  you  was  born  to  embellifli, 
grant  a  little  to  the  weaknefs  of  moitality, 
and  linger  once  more  on  the  fpot  where 
we   met :    the  pious  De  Vere  will  there  ■ 

attend    your  coming. Accept  from 

his  hand  the,  ca/ket  I  bequeathe,  and 
fuffer  him  to  lead  you  to  the  namelefs 
grave  where  he  (hall '  have  interred  my 
afhes  :  drop  on  it  a  few  of  thofe  holy 
tears  with  wliich  virtue  confecrates  mif- 
fortune ;  then  raife  your  eyes  with  thofe 
of  your  venerable  conductor,  and  in  a 
better  world  look  for  MATILDA. 

E  I  N  I  S. 
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